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Protests 
at college 
as teacher 
is sacked 

A protest has been held 
outside Halesowen College 
over the sacking of a maths 
lecturer. 

David Muritu was dis¬ 
missed from his job at the 
college and three other 
maths teachers face discipli¬ 
nary action. Union bosses 
said Mr Muritu was told he 
was sacked due to students’ 
results, but they say they are 
above the national average. 

They claim he was also 
dismissed because of his 
union activities as he is 
branch secretary for the 
University and College 
Union. Dozens of protesters 
held a rally outside the col¬ 
lege in Whittingham Road 
in support of Mr Muritu and 
his colleagues. 

Halesowen College deny it 
acted improperly and said 
action to address concerns 
about performance was not 
“undertaken lightly”. 

Mr Muritu, aged 41, said 
life had been “very difficult” 
for him since his sacking but 
he had had a lot of support 
from staff. 

College principal Keith 
Bate said: “Given ongoing 
internal procedures, it 
would not be appropriate to 
comment on the details of 
the situation.” 

Theft charge 
for cashier 

A CASHIER at a chain of 
solicitors which was closed 
down by regulators has 
appeared in court accused of 
stealing more than £165,000 
from the firm. 

Pauline Sutcliffe, aged 57, 
worked as a cashier at Sta¬ 
bles and Co solicitors which 
had practices in Rowley 
Regis, Stourbridge and 
Halesowen. 

Sutcliffe, of Wolverhamp¬ 
ton Street, Oldbury, 
appeared at Dudley Magis¬ 
trates Court on Monday 
charged with theft by 
employee. The charge states 
Sutcliffe allegedly stole 
£165,745.60 from Stables 
and Co between January 1, 
2000 and May 8, 2012. 

She did not indicate a plea 
and the case was committed 
to Wolverhampton Crown 
Court. She was given uncon¬ 
ditional bail until February 4. 


£3m FIRE SIHI0N 
JUST WEEKS AWAY 


by Andrew Turton 


FIREFIGHTERS will be based at their new £3 million sta¬ 
tion serving Halesowen from next year - with building 
work due to start in just two months. 

The development can now get under way after planning permission was given for a hous¬ 
ing estate to be built on the former station site in Hagley Road. 

However, there are now calls for alternative uses for the old site to be explored before it 
is sold off to developers to maximise revenue from the land sale to help pay for the new base 


Bold plans 
aim to bring 
in a new era 

MULTI-million pound plans to boost 
tourism, create much-needed jobs and 
breathe life into Dudley have been heralded 
as the start of a new era for the town. 

Work is moving forward on regeneration 
projects including linking the town’s top 
attractions, building a new supermarket 
and expanding Dudley College. 

Dudley Council leader David Sparks has 
welcomed the schemes saying they will 
boost the town’s economy and help attract 
visitors to the Black Country. 

Meanwhile, Dudley College principal 
Lowell Williams said the new £6 million 
manufacturing and engineering learning 
hub would benefit generations of young¬ 
sters. 

Councillor Sparks was speaking after the 
council unveiled a £10.1million masterplan 
to create a single access point for Dudley 
Zoo, Dudley Canal Trust and the Black 
Country Living Museum. 

It is the latest stage in the long-awaited 
redevelopment of Castle Hill and includes a 
new visitor entrance and welcome piazza for 
the zoo. 

It follows the approval of a separate £3m 
plan for a new visitor and heritage centre at 
Dudley Canal Trust. Called the Portal, the 
building will provide families with an 
insight into the Black Country’s canal her¬ 
itage. 

The centre will be off Birmingham New 
Road at the Todds End entrance. 
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in Cradley Heath. 

Industrial units or warehousing are being 
touted as viable ideas. 

Fire chiefs have planning permission for 
14 homes on the land, which was cut from 22 
after complaints from residents. 

Halesowen Councillor Ken Turner 
believes this limits the revenue available 
from the sale of the land by West Midlands 
Fire Service. 

“The fire service will not be getting as 
much money for the land now the number of 
homes is reduced,” he said. 

“The land should now be offered on the 
open market instead so that other develop¬ 
ers can look at it for other uses which might 
bring in more money. 

“There could be warehousing or indus¬ 
trial units or even going the other way and 
creating a restaurant or community cafete¬ 
ria. 

“They have to maximise the revenue from 
the sale to help pay for the new station.” 

Junction 

Work to build the fire station at the old 
municipal buildings at the junction of Barrs 
Road and Halesowen Road, Cradley Heath, 
serving both towns could get under way as 
early as March. 

It will have a glass-fronted reception and 
be based next to Haden Hill Leisure Centre 
along with new car parking. 

West Midlands Fire Authority chairman 
and Sandwell Councillor John Edwards 
said: “We want to complete the project as 
soon as possible because the Cradley Heath 
station is so old and we really need some¬ 
thing new. 

“We want the station in its new position 
to serve the community of Halesowen and 
Cradley Heath in an effective way.” 

The engines will enter and exit the station 
off Halesowen Road, and traffic signals will 
be used to make it safe. 

Plans also include car parking, which 
would, in part, be used by Haden Hill leisure 
Centre. 

Halesowen Fire Station shut last year 
despite a campaign by residents to save it. 


Harvey proves to be top dog 



Victory - Dawn Milner with The Kennel Club Agility Stakes Final winner Harvey 


A PROUD Halesowen dog trainer is cele- Coventry. Miss Milner, aged 35, of Marquis 
brating after she and her pooch took gold in Drive, said: “It was a real moment for me 
a national agility competition. and Harvey. I’ve been training him nearly 

Dawn Milner and eight-year-old mongrel all his life.” Harvey, who belongs to Miss 
dog Harvey beat nine other pairs to come Milner’s brother Dave Milner and his ex- 
first at The Kennel Club Olympia Agility girlfriend Claire Panter, began training at 
Stakes in London. 14 months. He was trained alongside other 

The pair had to qualify for the event by dogs as part of Miss Milner’s dog agility club 
coming in the top 10 of a regional contest in called H J M Agility. 


Fears on 
safety at 
possible 
gym site 

THE relocation of a Dudley 
gymnastics club which put 
Kristian Thomas on the 
road to Olympic glory has 
been plunged into doubt 
after concerns were raised 
about the safety of children 
at the new site. 

Earls Gymnastics Club 
wants to move from its Hale¬ 
sowen base to Westminster 
Industrial Estate in Nether- 
ton. 

Bosses say the move will 
not only secure the club’s 
future, but reduce member¬ 
ship waiting lists and help it 
provide better facilities. 

But the boss of a fabrica¬ 
tion company on the estate 
has objected to the club’s 
planning application. 

In a letter to Dudley Coun¬ 
cil, Profab managing direc¬ 
tor Bernard Simkins said he 
feared lorries and forklift 
trucks at the industrial 
estate would pose a danger 
to children. 

He said: “It is not our 
intention to hinder what is 
an excellent club. However, 
we believe this industrial 
estate is not suitable for the 
general public and this use. 

“The car parking allo¬ 
cated would give insufficient 
room for large articulated 
lorries to gain proper access. 
Again, this would be a safety 
hazard for vulnerable pedes¬ 
trians, especially children.” 

Club chairman John 
Caulwell declined to com¬ 
ment on the objection, but 
said: “We have other options 
we are looking at.” 

Robbers in 
shop threat 

TWO robbers threatened a 
supermarket worker with a 
screwdriver before fleeing 
with a lottery machine and 
cigarettes. 

The men, thought to be in 
their 20s, went into Sains- 
bury’s Local on Louise 
Street, Lower Gornal, at 
8.15pm on Sunday. 

They threatened an 
employee with a screwdriver 
before stealing the machine 
and cigarettes. The two men 
were white, one about 5’10 
and the other 6’3. They were 
of small build, wearing 
scarves across their faces. 
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► Boiler Services 

► Landlord Checks 

► Full Central Heating Systems 

* Boiler Swaps and Conversions 

► Bathroom Installations 

► Power Flushing 

► Air Conditioning 

* Air to Air Heat 
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Gastek solutions one off boiler and central heating repair service includes: 
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Boiler 

Service 


FREE Boiler 
Service with 
every Power 

f ':om£250 


Office Open 8am-6pm Monday-Friday 8am-4pm Saturday 

Tel: 01384 560856 • 07737 261976 

www.gasteksolutions.co.uk • info@Gasteksolutions.co.uk • Halesowen, West Midlands 


Power 

Flush 
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£45 

£250 


We are the largest 
installers of Worcester Bosch 
Boilers in the area 

Platinum accredited Installers., 
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Plaque at Queen Street Barry Booth at the grave of his great-grandfather Anthony Booth VC who Captain Bonner was 
Cemetery, Walsall, to Anthony Booth VC, at St Michael’s Church, Brierley Hill, bravely led his men to awarded the Victoria Cross 
James Thompson VC The headstone is now weatherworn safety in the Zulu War for his role in WWI 
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CONTACT US 


Have you got a story or an event you want covered? 
The Chronicle and the Express & Star have a team of 
reporters covering Halesowen who can help: 

Tom Mason: 01902 319466 
tom.mason@expressandstar.co.uk 
Charlotte Lilley: 01902 319490 
charlotte.lilley@expressandstar.co.uk 


Preserving graves of 
bravest war heroes 


Will Ackermann: 01384 353213 
will.ackermann@expressandstar.co.uk 
Heather Large: 01384 353203 
heather.large@expressandstar.co.uk 
Adam Burling: 01384 353209 
adam.burling@expressandstar.co.uk 
Louise Jew: 01384 353201 
louise.jew@expressandstar.co.uk 
Andrew Turton: 01384 353202 
andrew.turton@expressandstar.co.uk 
Lee Watton: 01384 353230 
l.watton@expressandstar.co.uk 


What’s happening in your area? We are always 
keen to hear about any issues affecting you. 
Email your information and pictures to 
dudley. chrons@expressandstar. co. uk 
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Should society do more to honour the 
memory of our Victoria Cross winners? 
MARK ANDREWS looks at the state of 
the graves belonging to the West 
Midlands’ greatest war heroes 

BARRY Booth wanders among the 
unkempt graves around St Michael’s 
Church in Brierley Hill. 

“Some of them are really overgrown, with weeds 
everywhere,” he says. “I’m glad it’s not one of 
those.” 

The 52-year-old banker from Bridgnorth is look¬ 
ing for the grave belonging to his great-grandfather, 
Sgt Anthony Booth VC. 

“It looks like somebody has been doing some work 
to tidy it up.” 

But while the grave has been kept tidy, the grey 
headstone has not escaped the ravages of the last 113 
years. The edge is jagged and the lettering on the 
gravestone needs cleaning. 

“Anthony Booth’s grave needs a fair amount of 
work to be done,” says Gary Stapleton of the Victoria 
Cross Trust. 

Men like Sgt Booth, who was awarded the Victoria 
Cross for leading a team of just eight men to safety 
after coming under attack from 800 enemy troops in 
the Zulu War, were the bravest of the brave. 

Concerns 

The VC is the highest honour for valour in the face 
of the enemy, and one would have had to have 
demonstrated remarkable courage to have such an 
award bestowed upon them. 

But there are now growing concerns that the 
momuments dedicated to the memories of these 
heroes have been neglected. 

Mr Stapleton, a 45-year-old businessman from 
Doncaster, founded the Victoria Trust after discov¬ 
ering that a VC local to him was lying in a neglected 
grave. He says his research has uncovered hundreds 
of examples of graves falling into disrepair, while 
another 78 are unmarked. 

“Just about every one of these graves needs some 
work,” he says. “All should be cleaned annually.” 

Some of these, such as the grave of Smethwick 
Second World War hero Able Seaman Billy Savage, 
who is buried in Falmouth, Cornwall, receive the 
attention they deserve. “That is maintained by the 
Commonwealth War Graves commission, so it is 
cleaned once a year and should be in very good con¬ 
dition,” says Mr Stapleton. 



David Partridge, aged 92, next to the well- 
maintained grave of his uncle, Charles George 
“Gus” Bonner VC at St Mary’s Church, Aldridge 

But the cost of bringing all VC graves up to this 
standard has been estimated at £1.2 million. 

“There are lots of people who say they will do the 
job themselves, but what we really need is money,” 
he says. 

“We don’t want well-meaning people turning up 
with household cleaners and damaging the graves 
beyond repair. Cleaning gravestones his a highly 
skilled job.” 

Former Conservative Party deputy chairman 
Michael Ashcroft has become so concerned about the 
state of many of the graves that he has set aside 
£177,000 to spend on the graves of scores of VCs. 

Lord Ashcroft has pledged to spend up to £1,000 
on restoration work for memorials to the recipients 
of any of the VCs which form part of his collection, 
which is on display at the Imperial War Museum in 
London. 

“Nearly 1,000 recipients of the VC are buried in 
churchyards in the UK, and many of these graves 
have fallen into a pitiable state,” says the peer. 


“I hope that my pledge will encourage others, 
including the Government and concerned groups 
and individuals, to find the funds to restore every 
derelict grave of a VC recipient to its former glory.” 

One West Midlands VC buried in an unmarked 
grave is James Thompson, who was given the medal 
for saving the life of his captain during the Siege of 
Delhi in 1857, when that officer was surrounded by 
a party of Ghazees. 

There is no headstone to mark his grave at Queen 
Street Cemetery in Walsall, but at least there is now 
a plaque on the cemetery gates. 

Yet his great-grandson Michael Thompson says 
even getting that modest memorial installed 
involved a lengthy process. 

“It was the council, initially they said Sister 
Dora’s plaque was the only one allowed on the gates, 
but eventually they said we could do it as long as it 
was in keeping with it. It went on for quite a while.” 

Pte Thompson’s memory is also honoured by a 
plaque at Walsall Museum, which also commemo¬ 
rates the life of Walsall’s other two VCs, John Henry 
Carless and Charles “Gus” Bonner. 

Serving 

Ordinary Seaman Carless was serving at a gun 
aboard HMS Caledon during the Second Battle of 
Heligoland Bight in the First World War. 

Even after being fatally wounded, he continued to 
go about his duties, getting up after he collapsed to 
try to help the the crew. 

His body was never recovered, but there is also a 
bust at the Walsall Museum in his memory. 

Captain Bonner, who was awarded the medal for 
his fierce fighting at the Bay of Biscay during the 
First World War, was cremated following his death 
in 1951. 

His ashes were buried at St Mary’s Church in 
Aldridge, and a headstone was installed following 
the death of his widow in the 1970s. 

Today the memorial is in good condition, being 
lovingly maintained by his surviving family. 

“A friend of mine cuts the grass around it, and we 
have planted a lot of bulbs so it looks nice in the 
spring,” says his nephew David Partridge, who is 
now aged 92. 

Mr Partridge says even as a young man, he was 
left in no doubt that his uncle was a man of great 
courage, and he does believe that the younger gen¬ 
eration recognises the importance of preserving the 
memories of what our forefathers achieved in the 
field of battle. But Gary Stapleton says it is impor¬ 
tant that we all back up our respect with hard cash, 
as we all owe it to those who risked - and often 
gave - their lives for our freedom. 


Petition 
on plans 
for new 
takeaway 

MORE than 100 residents 
rallied a second petition to 
succeed in their fight against 
plans to transform an off- 
licence into a takeaway in 
Kings winford. 

Increased traffic, litter and 
yobs using the takeaway as a 
hang out were among fears 
from residents about the 
scheme. 

Dudley Council planners 
have refused the change of 
use application for the shop, 
in Granville Drive, citing the 
concerns as the overriding 
factor. It is the second peti¬ 
tion residents have risen 
against separate plans to refit 
the shop as a takeaway or fish 
and chip shop. 

But there has been a 975- 
strong counter petition and 
letters lodged in support of 
the plans by developer Gur- 
jinder Randhawa. 

Ward councillors Patrick 
Harley, David Blood and 
Peter Miller wrote a joint let¬ 
ter, condemning the proposal. 
They said: “There are fears 
there will be strong smells 
and an increase in litter 
together with a possible 
increase in anti social behav¬ 
iour.” A statement, submitted 
on behalf of Mr Randhawa, 
said a counter petition of sup¬ 
port with 975 signatures had 
been submitted. 

One way is 
here to stay 

PLANS to make a tempo¬ 
rary one-way system in Dud¬ 
ley town centre permanent 
have been rubber-stamped 
by council bosses. 

It was introduced in parts 
of High Street and Stone 
Street to make it easier for 
shoppers to walk around 
and included the creation of 
extra parking bays. 

Traders have long called 
for more spots for shoppers 
to park to bring more people 
into the town. 

The revised layout of 
Stone Street meant the 
council was able to increase 
the number of bays from 12 
to 18. 


Tea dance dates 

A COMMUNITY centre in 
Brierley Hill will be hosting 
a weekly tea dance. 

The sessions will run from 
2pm until 4pm every Mon¬ 
day at Nine Locks Commu¬ 
nity Centre, Hill Street. 
They will start on January 
14 and cost £2 each. 

Refreshments will be 
available. 


BROMLEY & 8BLE 


livu-ft-' — CARPETS/BEDS 

FURNITURE/RUGS/VINYLS & LAMINATES 

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 


DISABLED? OAP? CAN’T GET OUT? OR ANYONE WHO JUST NEEDS EXTRA HELP! 


Can't come to us, we'll come to you. Free Estimates 
We will bring 100s of carpet samples and bed brochures to your door 
WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON T 
Remove and take away old carpets/beds Move heavy furniture 
and shave doors PLUS FREE FITTING ON ALL CARPETS when purchasing our underlay. 


NEED A MATTRESS? We will come to you! 
Try Before You Buy 
Mattress Service 

0 

We will bring a selection of 
mattresses and bed brochures to your home 





for many great prices 
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Special Offer only 6 left. 
Double memory beds plus 
free matching headboard 

RRP£799 Now only £250 


Quality Double 
Memory 
Foam bed 
RRP Was £899 

^£317 


Lj 


Terms and conditions apply. 


ablecarpets 




Luxury 
Supreme 
Double bed 
RRP £899 

#£360 


Warehouse Unit D Dormston Trading Est. Burton Road, Gornal DY1 2UF 

Open: Mon-Sat 9.30-5.00 Call anytime between 

Freephone Dudley, Halesowen, Stourbridge, Kingswinford, 
AOAA Pedmore, Kinver, Wordsley, Pensnett, Gornal, Hagley 

DillU UOvw747 Adrian Bromley 01902 880541 
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Meet Adrian, the manager of Professional 
Carpet and Upholstery Cleaning 
He has over 20 years experience of 
cleaning, repairs and fitting carpets 
He also cleans upholstery as well as 
leather, home and office. 

No job too big or small 
Technician Woolsafe Accredited 


Telephone anytime for a 
free quotation 

Covering all 
Stourbridge, Dudley & 
Halesowen areas 





FOOTWORKS 

Chiropody Clinic 


I Full range of services with 
disabled friendly access 
I Nail Cutting and Trimming 
I Diabetic Footcare 
I Corns and Calluses 

01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill B64 6HE 

www.footworkschiropodists.co.uk 


Broken Dentures? 


New Dentures 

available & made at... 



1 hour 
denture 
repair 
service 



The Dental Shop 

Pot 1QQ1 • 


01384 413444 


201-203 Halesowen Road, Old Hill, W. Mids. B64 6HE 

www.the-dental-shop.co.uk 
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vascular 
surgery is 
to expand 

MORE patients will receive 
vascular surgery at Dudley’s 
Russells Hall Hospital in the 
second phase of plans to 
create a specialist centre for 
the Black Country. 

Surgeons are already car¬ 
rying out some procedures 
at the site but from spring 
all emergency and planned 
operations will be done in 
Dudley. 

Health chiefs wanted to 
set up the centre because 
evidence showed patients 
having complex vascular 
surgery have a much better 
chance of survival if their 
operation was carried out at 
a specialist centre. 

Vascular conditions are 
related to blood vessels and 
include hardening of the 
arteries. 

Since July emergency vas¬ 
cular operations and 
planned surgery for abdomi¬ 
nal aortic aneurysms for 
patients from Dudley, 
Wolverhampton and Walsall 
have taken place at the 
centre. 

From April all other 
planned vascular proce¬ 
dures such as bypasses for 
leg circulation problems and 
surgery on the arteries in 
the neck will also be done at 
Dudley. Day case surgery, 
such as varicose vein opera¬ 
tions, will continue to take 
place at the other hospitals. 

Cash aid for 
memorial 

A WIDOW from Dudley who 
appealed for help over the 
maintenance costs of a mon¬ 
ument in memory of her 
husband and fellow service¬ 
men has been overwhelmed 
with support. 

Phyllis Coyle, aged 85, 
appealed through the 
Chronicle for help in raising 
cash for the memorial at the 
National Memorial Arbore¬ 
tum, near Aire was. 

The monument is to 
sailors in the Second World 
War who risked their lives 
delivering supplies by sea to 
Russia. She said: “The 
support has been over¬ 
whelming.” To support Mrs 
Coyle call 01384 572405. 


Top styling tips 

TOP hairdresser Simon 
Shaw passed on his expert¬ 
ise to Halesowen College 
students. 

He talked about the equip¬ 
ment available for different 
hairstyles. Mr Shaw, who is 
European artistic director 
for Wahl, gave away prizes 
including some top-of-the- 
range Wahl Academy cord¬ 
less clippers. 


Award 



Salon colleagues with 
Graham as he retires 


winning stylist Graham cutting out 


FROM afros and beehives to bob cuts 
and mullets, award-winning hair¬ 
dresser Graham Middleton has seen 
them all during his five decades in the 
trade. 

But now he has hung up his scissors 
and blow dryer after retiring from his 
salon Graham’s Hair and Beauty. 

The 65-year-old, from Dudley, has 
seen many changing styles and tech¬ 
niques in the industry since first start¬ 
ing out as a Saturday boy in a Wall 
Heath barber shop at the age of 15. 

He quickly learned on the job picking 
up techniques and developing his skills 


as he worked his way up from an 
apprentice. Just before his 21st birth¬ 
day he opened his first unisex salon in 
Clarence Street, Upper Gornal, in 
1968. 

Not long after setting out on his own, 
there was a big change in hairdressing 
as blow-drying became all the rage. “In 
the 70s the cut and blow-dry was what 
everyone wanted and it’s stayed that 
way ever since,” he said. 

Another shift in the industry has 
been the amount of money people are 
willing to spend on their hair. 

At the time he was first starting out 


a short back and sides for men would 
cost 4/6 or about 22p. Now the same 
hair cut costs £10. He said the amount 
of money women pay has soared espe¬ 
cially with colouring added. “Cus¬ 
tomers especially women, are perfectly 
happy to spend whatever it takes to 
make them feel their best,” he said. 

About 18 years ago the salon moved 
to The Arcade, in Kent Street, Upper 
Gornal. Among his loyal customers 
was Louise Gutteridge, whose hair Mr 
Middleton has cut for around 20 years. 
She said: “He will be missed very much 
by everyone. I am sad to see him go.” 



Graham with some of his 
awards in 1970 


New zoo entrance planned 
as part of £lOm package 


THEY say that first impressions count and 
bosses at Dudley Zoo will be hoping their 
new-look entrance will prove a feather in their 
cap when it comes to attracting more visitors. 


It will be created as part of a £10.1million project to help 
regenerate Castle Hill. 

Tourism bosses have unveiled the plans to create single 
point of access to the zoo, the Dudley Canal Trust and the 
Black Country Living h b Heather Larqe 
Museum. A visitor entrance ■ " y 

for the zoo and an attractive 


piazza will welcome families 
and there will be animal 
sculptures and seating. 

Dudley Zoo’s chief execu¬ 
tive Peter Suddock said the 
project was a welcome boost 
for the zoo. 

“Our customers con¬ 
stantly remind us this area 
offers both their first and 
last view of Dudley and thus 
providing a new entrance 
leading directly from our car 
park to the zoo site will 
greatly enhance the visitor 
experience,” he said. 

Leisure 

A shared car park with 
600-spaces will be created 
along with the visitor arrival 
point to be built at the back 
of the existing car park 
behind JB’s. 

The project will see a sec¬ 
ondary road being built to 
link the access road to the 
visitor reception for Dudley 
Zoo, which will primarily be 
used by coaches. 

Regeneration bosses at 
Dudley Council have 
announced the latest 
revamp in Castle Hill aimed 


at making it “a regional 
leisure destination”. 

They want to boost com¬ 
bined visitor numbers to one 
million people a year and 
bring in millions of pounds 
in extra revenue. 

A listed office building 
attached to a Tecton build¬ 
ing at the zoo will be refur¬ 
bished, new parking spaces 
will be created and new 
signs, seats, lighting and 
planting will be installed. 

Parking for the zoo will 
continue to be available 
throughout the work, which 
is due to be completed 
towards the end of 2014. 

“We will be working with 
the local authority to ensure 
the phasing of any work is 
carried out to minimise dis¬ 
turbance to our customers,” 
said Mr Suddock. 

A 12-week consultation is 
under way. Cash for the 
project has come from 
Dudley Council, Dudley Zoo 
the Black Country Living 
Museum and the Heritage 
Lottery Fund. The project 
was also awarded a £4.5m 
grant. 


2012 among wettest 

THE Met Office has confirmed 2012 was the second wettest 
year the country has seen since records began. 

It was just a few millimetres short of the mark set in 2000. 
The official records go back 102 years. 

The news comes as the River Severn has peaked at 
Bewdley. The exceptionally wet year was characterised by a 
dry start which quickly gave way to very wet weather, with 
April and June both being the wettest months on record. 



How generations of visitors have come to know the entrance to the zoo with its distinctive curved roof 


NEWS 

in brief 


Plan for homes 
under spotlight 

PLANS for 19 new homes 
on a former industrial site 
in Lye have been recom¬ 
mended for the green 
light. 

Outline proposals for 
the site in High Street 
have been sumbitted with 
Dudley Council. 

The developer wants to 
build five houses and 14 
flats. One letter of objec¬ 
tion had been received 
from a neighbouring busi¬ 
ness in Attwood Street, 
Lye. 

The scheme will be dis¬ 
cussed by the planning 
committee. 

Homes scheme 
set for approval 

REVISED plans to 
convert the boiler house at 
the former Wordsley Hos¬ 
pital into apartments are 
poised to be given the go- 
ahead. 

Shropshire Homes had 
previously been granted 
permission to create 11 
new homes. 

But the scheme has 
since been amended 
bringing the number of 
apartments down to nine. 

The developer said all 
but one of the units would 
have one bedroom with 
the remaining apartment 
having two bedrooms. 

Free bus travel 
to help get jobs 

THE unemployed in 
Worcestershire will be 
able to travel free on most 
bus services during 
January - thanks to an 
extended passenger 
scheme to help them find 
work in a New Year boost. 

Five major bus compa¬ 
nies - First, Arriva, Stage¬ 
coach, Go-Ahead and 
National Express - offer 
the scheme nationally but, 
in Worcestershire, it has 
been extended. 

£1,500 is raised 
by Round Table 

STOURBRIDGE and 
Brierley Hill Round 
Table’s annual Christmas 
sleigh outings raised 
nearly £1,500 for charity. 

The money will be 
donated to Living Springs 
in Stourton, near Stour¬ 
bridge, which provides 
care and support to vul¬ 
nerable children. 

Cash machine bid 

PLANS to install a cash 
machine at a post office in 
Dudley have been submit¬ 
ted. 

Bosses at Wrens Nest 
Post Office, Summer 
Road have applied for per¬ 
mission to fit the external 
ATM. 


ow our^reaJL offers 


HALF PRICE 

ov\, cdL cur vn£j\ls 

SUNDAY to THURSDAY Dine in only 



cose SLxrier 

iuTT/v TZjice. or 

FRIDAYS SATURDAY 

Book on Line 

info@banglaloungrhalesowen.co.uk 


L O U N G E * e s r a 


67-69 HIGH STREET, HALESOWEN, 
WEST MIDLANDS B63 3BC 
info@banglaloungehalesowen.co.uk 
TEL: 0121 585 7020/501 3816 


^ • FASCIAS 
• GUTTERING 
I • SOFFITS 
•CLADDING 
i • TILE EDGING 

BEST VALUE IN 
THE MIDLANDS 

'£ £ PREMIUM 

PRODUCTS EXPERTLY 
, | FITTED BY A LOCAL 
FAMILY COMPANY 


SPECIAL OFFER 

FREE guttering and downpipes 


0800 73 13 946 " 

CALL FOR A NO OBLIGATION QUOTE i ^ 

6 MONUMENT AVENUE STOURBRIDGE DY9 8XS 



OPEN 5 DAYS. CLOSED WEDNESDAY & SUNDAY 


V 


Visit our showroom at: 

Forge Lane, Cradley Heath, Halesowen, B64 5AL 

(Opposite Cradley Bus and Train Station) 

Telephone: 01384 343400 
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THE BEST 

OF PETER 
RHODES 



A SURVEY by Waitrose reveals that most men 
haven’t a clue how to cook toad in the hole. The 
secret, chaps, is to buy only the very freshest toads, 
available at any branch. Don’t be afraid to ask. 
nnnnnnnn 

BINOCULARS used upside-down, eyes that 
changed colour from youth to old age, a too- 
modern car. The BBC spy yarn Restless has pro¬ 
vided rich pickings for us sad old souls who enjoy 
spotting the errors. For me, the most obvious one 
was the restaurant scene featuring tables laid 
with damn great quarter-litre wine glasses. In 
wartime Britain, wine was sipped from small 
glasses. It was not until the 1970s that we learned 
to knock it back by the bottle. 

nnnnnnnn 

A REPORTER asks a councillor whether Birming¬ 
ham Airport should be renamed in honour of Ozzy 
Osbourne and the councillor says: “It’s an interesting 
idea and I’ve got an open mind.” I bet there’s as 
much chance of renaming the airport after Ozzy as 
there is of styling it after that other son of Brum, 
Enoch Powell. As a general rule, when you put a local 
hero’s name above your airport, as with John Lennon 
in Liverpool or George Best in Belfast, the place is 
forever branded as second-rate and provincial. 
“Birmingham Airport” is a world brand and has a 
simple dignity. Don’t mess with it. 

nnnnnnnn 

THE NHS spends more than £5,000 million a 
year dealing with obesity. It is, in every sense, a 
growth industry. Now, the Royal College of Physi¬ 
cians claims the service is inadequate. In other 
words, we ought to spend a few billion more. The 
NHS was created to cure people who fall ill or 
infirm. Since when did stuffing your face become 
an illness? And why should we taxpayers fork out 
a fortune for people who could cure themselves 
simply by eating less? 


Don't miss Peter Rhodes 
every Monday to Friday in 
your Express & Star 



Tongue in cheek - Deb Nicholls strikes a pose 
for May, mimicking Marilyn 



Year of double teks 


A DUDLEY theatre group have 
created a cheeky spoof calendar 
sending up some classic 
moments in the cinema and 
popular culture. 

The first ever “Froggatts & Cotterills” 
calendar, produced for 2013, features 
leading lights from the popular Fizzog 
Theatre Production Company. 

For some they are fully clothed and in 
others members of the theatre group strip 
off down to their flat caps. 

“Our show is a bit cheeky - and we aimed 
for a Black Country parody of some well- 
known photos from film and pop,” said 
Jacky Fellows, co-director of the Fizzog 


Theatre Production Company. 

In the “Calendar Girls” style cover shot, 
the Fizzogs pose naked around a piano, but 
with some strategic cover. 

“We weren’t embarrassed about taking 
our clothes off for some of the photos - but 
it was freezing cold,” joked Jacky. 

Photographs for the calendar were taken 
on location at Dudley’s Black Country 
Living Museum by David Hubbal and edited 
by Terry Hawkins. 

Among the shots is a fully clothed picture 
of members of the group walking over a 
zebra crossing in Victorian garb, captioned 
“the Fab Fower” in a witty nod to the iconic 
Beatles shot. Jacky, aged 50, from Worn- 
bourne, imitates Jack Nicholson in The 


Shining with October’s offering, captioned 
“Here’s Millie”. 

Deb Nicholls, aged 40, from Stourbridge, 
strikes a Marilyn Monroe pose for May, 
recreating the iconic picture of a white skirt 
billowing over a subway vent - except in her 
case, she is on a street at the Black Country 
Living Museum. 

Soulfully 

James Collins, from Wolverhampton, 
stripped to the waist, gazes soulfully at a loaf 
of bread for the March shot. 

Jacky, Deb and Sue Hawkins, aged 40, 
from Wordsley, set up Fizzogs about 12 years 
ago after studying together for their HND in 
community theatre at Dudley College. Their 


numbers are boosted by friends and fellow 
performers, including Dave Morris, aged 72, 
from Stourbridge, a writer and historian, 
who was their college lecturer. 

Some of the shots in the calendar are 
raunchier, such as the “Keepin’ it clean” 
picture for July, showing Mr Morris in a 
bath tub with nothing more than a packet of 
soap powder preserving his modesty. 

The calendar is proving popular and is 
selling well. The 100 originally produced 
have been boosted by another print run of 60 
and more could be printed if needed. 

Copies are available, priced £4.99, from 
the Black Country Living Museum, by 
emailing fizzogproductions.co.uk or calling 
07757 424618. 
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NOW 

.£16.95 sq yd 
. .£8.95 sq yd 
. .£9.95 sq yd 
. .£9.95 sq yd 
. .£9.95 sq yd 
. .£7.95 sq yd 
. .£3.95 sq yd 


lOO’s of rolls in stock all reduced 

NORMAL PRICE 

Axminster 80/20 .£39.95. 

Wiltons.£18.95. 

80/20 Twist Piles 42oz .£14.95. 

Majestic Saxony Stainfree... .£13.95.. 

Stainfree Tweed.£14.95. 

Vinyls.£10.95. 

Care free felt back....£5.95. 

FACTORY CLEARANCE OF OVER 200 PARI ROLLS 
WITH SAVINGS OF UP TO 75% 

STD are the largest stockists of carpets in the 
Midlands with the best selection, 
the best fitters, and are 
NEVER undercut on price 


Open G days a week 9.00 to 5.30 
Sunday 1 0.30 to 4.00, 
Closed Wednesdays 

Church Street, Brierley Hill 

01384 76448 
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Himley Garden Buildings is a company 
built on tradition, established over 15 years, employing 
a workforce of dedicated craftsmen, producing the highest quality sectional timber buildings. 

Since its inception, Himley Garden Buildings has become synonymous with the words Quality, Service and Reliability. 
This is further backed by our comprehensive 5 or 15 year guarantee dependent upon cladding choice. 

Each building manufactured goes through a rigorous selection process. 

This includes the hand-selection of raw materials, through to final delivery and erection inspection. Having craftsmen 
work on just one building at a time, you can be assured that years of dedication and pride is built into every building. 


Call us For a ^ 
FREE Quotation 


• Tanalised Panels 

• 22mm thick/12 mm T & G available 


• Low Maintenance, Tongue and Groove 

• Available in all sizes 


1 2x2m framing throughout, full tongu 
and groove floor and roof section 

l 


Freephori eT0800I996j1 888 
or phone 01384 634005 


OPEN 

Mon-Fri 8am - 4pm 
Sat 8am - 3pm 


• Sheds • Summer houses • Playhouses • Potting Sheds • Workshops • Home Offices 

“If you can draw it, we can build it!” 

HGB House, Maypole Hill, Halesowen, B63 2NZ 

lnfo@himleygardenbuildings.co.uk 



SALE NOW ON 


ESS 


UP TO 50% OFF 


on selected suites only 



Handmade suites to suit all Budgets 


QUALITY& 

COMFORT 

•Wide Selection of Fabrics 

• Tailor Made Suites and Chairs 

• Home Demonstrations Available 

•Mobility Furniture 
• 10 Year Guarantee on Frames 
•We do full re-covers 


Broadcott Ind Est., Unit 4, Station Road, Old Hill B64 6NT 


k 


0121 559 3057 
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NEWS 


diurth stall 
group's call 
for backing 

A CHURCH preservation 
group in Dudley is looking 
for sponsors for its weekly 
market stall. 

Campaigners attend the 
town’s market every Satur¬ 
day in a bid to raise funds to 
help reopen St John’s 
Church, Kates Hill. 

But proceeds have dipped 
and now organisers are 
appealing for kind-hearted 
people or businesses to 
sponsor their stall to cover 
the rent. 

This will enable all the 
cash raised to go straight to 
the funds to restore and re¬ 
open the church. 

The stall had been raking 
in up to £250 each Saturday 
but this has now fallen to 
around £130. 

Chairman of St John’s 
Church Preservation Group 
Deb Brownlee said: “To help 
us stay on the market we are 
asking for sponsors for the 
£22.56 weekly rental. 

“We have a sponsor board 
on the stall and we give them 
advertising for the week 
through our Facebook page. 
The sponsorship makes a 
huge difference not just to 
our income for the day, but 
to the morale of the volun¬ 
teers.” 

Anyone interested in 
sponsoring the stall can reg¬ 
ister at savestjohn 
church@hotmail.co.uk or by 
calling 07871 195042. 

Extra patrols 

EXTRA police patrols have 
been carried out in Lye fol¬ 
lowing complaints about 
speeding cars. 

Residents have reported 
vehicles travelling too fast 
along Talbot Street and 
about cars illegally parked. 


Serial bride Julie finds Mr 
Right at the fifth attempt 


Marriages do not always work out - just 
ask Black Country bride-to-be Julie 
Cooper, who is preparing for her fifth 
wedding. LOUISE JEW met her 


THE Abba song I Do, I Do, I Do, I Do, I Do could 
have been written with Julie Cooper in mind, 
as she prepares to wed for the fifth time. 

The 55-year-old serial bride, nicknamed Elizabeth Taylor 
by her friends, has married in each of the last four decades 
- and is now engaged again this time to 61-year-old Paul 
Burcher. 

“This time it’s for keeps,” she vows, sporting a sparkling 
new solitaire diamond ring. “I’ve fallen in love too quick a 
few times. But I love Paul to bits and want to settle down for 
good now.” 

Julie, originally from Kidderminster but now living in 
Ragees Road, Kingswinford, says it’s certainly not wedding 
cake that keeps taking her back to the Register Office - she 
hates it. She joked: “It’s the frilly frocks, which I never had 
when I was young. 

“I’ve always worn white to my weddings before but this 
time it’s going to be a red dress. They’ve always been from 
charity shops before, apart from the last one, which I bought 
for £50 from an advert. This time, it will be a designer dress, 
which Paul will buy, and we plan to marry next year in either 
Barbados or Mexico, probably on a beach.” 

Like every little girl, Julie once dreamed of a fairytale 
wedding - but, so far, none has quite matched up to that. 
Here, she talks through the saga of her marital career: 

Wedding Number One 

Julie fell for Leonard Maund when she was 16 and he was 
the brother of her next-door neighbour in Jubilee Drive, 
Kidderminster. 

He was 19, seemed mature and he started giving her lifts 
to and from her job in a burger bar in Stourport. 

Leonard popped the question and they married at Kidder¬ 
minster Register Office, then in Church Street, in Septem¬ 
ber 1973. Julie and Leonard split up in 1976 when she fell 
for another man - whom she did not end up marrying - and 



Julie with the dress she wore at her last wedding 


were divorced in 1979. 

Wedding Number Two 

Julie had just come through a relationship with Colin 
Mahoney, father of her son Jason, but he went off to work 
on oil rigs in Saudi Arabia and didn’t come back. 

She teamed up with another man but it was not going well 
- and then Derek Portman crossed her path and, after a 
whirlwind courtship, she moved in with him. 

They married in 1981 at Dudley Register Office. 

She went on to have four children with Derek - Dean, 
born in 1984, Lena a year later, Penny in 1987 and Shane in 
1992. But Julie says she and Derek did not exactly see eye 
to eye and, in 1995, she “did a bunk” with the children to 
live in a caravan on the Isle of Wight. 

Wedding Number Three 

Julie vowed she’d stay single after flitting to the isle. But 
it wasn’t long before she came across Benny Cooper, who 
had got to know her sons while out fishing. He proposed and 
they married in 1997 at an Isle of Wight register office. But, 
it was not an auspicious start when both bride and groom 
ended up in a police cell on their wedding night and by 2003 
Julie was divorced again. 

Wedding Number Four 

It was Benny - again. He came back into her life, wooed 
her and she agreed to remarry him. The ceremony took 
place in 2005 at Kidderminster Register Office. But by 2007, 
the marriage was on the rocks again and they divorced after 
she moved to Spring Parklands in Dudley. 

Wedding Number Five ... ? 

Julie was determined to remain single yet again, but reck¬ 
oned without running into old friend Paul Burcher at her 
daughter’s home in Dudley in February 2010. They had last 
seen each other more than 30 years earlier, when he used to 
work with her second husband, Derek. 

“I’d always had a thing for Paul but used to think he 
wouldn’t give me the time of day,” said Julie. 

“But, after meeting him all those years later, he invited 
me to go to the pictures. It was the first proper date I’d ever 
been taken on.” On the way back from a short break they 
visited the Jewellery Quarter in Birmingham. 

“We were both admiring the same ring in the window, he 
proposed, and bought it for me. We got engaged nearly two 
years ago, and this is the longest courtship I’ve had. I really 
want to settle down now.” 


NEWS 

in brief 


Library times will 
get new schedule 

WORCESTERSHIRE 
County Council’s mobile 
library service will be oper¬ 
ating with new timetables 
from this month. 

Stourport Library 
manager Maureen Hobbs 
said: “Worcestershire’s 

mobile libraries are very 
popular and it’s really 
important to our users that 
the service is there for them. 

New timetables will be 
available soon on the county 
council website by visiting 
www.worcestershire.gov.uk 
/libraries from local 
libraries or by phoning the 
Worcestershire Hub on 
01905 822722. 

Action on path 
vow by council 

ACTION is being taken to 
improve a countryside 
footpath to a new school in 
a village near Kiddermin¬ 
ster. 

It follows concerns 
raised by parents and local 
residents about muddy 
sections of the path, 
linking the village to the 
recently completed Chad- 
desley Corbett Primary 
School. The council is 
planning a permanent 
solution. In the meantime 
short-term remedial 
works are taking place. 

Plans for flats 

PLANS for two apartment 
blocks in Lye have been 
lodged with council chiefs. 

If the project is granted 
planning permission, they 
will be built on a plot of 
vacant land in Vicarage 
Road. The proposals have 
been submitted to Dudley 
Council. 



Window, Conservatory, Porch, Fascia & Soffit News 
How has Rydale built up an excellent reputation? 


It’s simple, customers’ satisfaction and quality. The quality of Rydale’s product, the quality of all Rydale personnel and the unbeatable 
service given to the public is second to none. No wonder Rydale has so many satisfied customers, just look at the facts. Every window 
and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the industry. 

No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, that’s why we have been in business for more than 
27 years. Rydale Windows security features make our windows super safe. We have a wide range of products on display at our 
purpose built 40,000 sq. ft showrooms and factories situated in Long Lane, Halesowen. 

Our window and conservatory advisors are available in our showrooms weekdays from 9.00 am to 5.30 pm and Saturday 9.00 am 
to 4.00 pm. At Rydale we feel that is very important to see products on display before you make your final decision to purchase. 
We invite you to come into our showrooms to view all our products available, the showrooms are here for you the customer. 

At Rydale we do not take any deposits or stage payments, You only pay when the installation has been completed. Rydale 
has been a trusted brand in our area for over 27 years. If we give you a guarantee we will always be here to honour it. Can 
that be said of any other company in the area? Rydale also offer a Supply Only service on all products including free delivery. 

AT RYDALE WE CARE ABOUT THE CUSTOMER, SPEND YOUR MONEY WISELY. 

VISIT OUR SHOWROOMS, WE ARE HERE FOR YOU THE CUSTOMER 


LOCKS 

SEALED 

UNITS 

GASKETS 


SEALANT 
HANDLES 
FASCIA & 
GUTTERING 


You are invited to visit one of 
the largest Conservatory and 
Window Showrooms in the UK 
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www.dudleydoorsandconservatories.co.uk 
Come and visit our factory for quality and factory outlet prices 

DON’T DELAY CALL TODAY 

Call: 01384 292484 Mobile: 0777 2131678 

Call for a FREE Home Visit or Visit Our Stallings Lane Factory (next door to Cane & Patio) 


Elizabeth Perry 
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1, 
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DOORS, WINDOWS & CONSERVATORIES 

QUALITY & SECURITY AT AFFORDABLE PRICES 

1 




including electrics. 2sockets. ' 

2 wall light facility, dwarf wall and base 

We use porcelain tiles of - \ 

8 different colours faoMcoffef gpj|||(j^y 


We can also supply underfloor heating if required, 

(Ask for details) 


£8500 5 WINDOWS AND FRONT DOOR 

OF YOUR CHOICE ONLY £1695 


UPVC DOORS 


Why come to us for your windows, 
doors and conservatories? 

We install approx 1,100 installations a year 
of which half come from recommendation. 
So call us today for a no obligation quote. 


COMPOSITE DOORS 


Genuine 


mwt 




Bevel 


Fitted! Fitted 
£375 ■ £450 


cerass 

membership no. 3416 


10 YEAR GUARANTEE AGAINST DISCOLOURATION 


Fitted I Fitted ■ From 
£620 ■ £800 ■ £880 


All prices include fitting 


Quality British fires, fireplaces & stoves 



•at Treplcice vwahzes, a hou.se 


a heme.." 




12th Jan 


Elizabeth Perry Fireplace studio 

DUDLEY ROAD, LYE, STOURBRIDGE, DY9 8DU 

01384 423985 www.epfireplacestudio.co.ub 


OPEN 

Mon-Thur 9-5 
Fri-Sat 10-4 


NEWS 


Start for £2m museum 
of glass rests on funds 


WORK to create a world- 
renowned museum showcasing 
Stourbridge’s glass heritage 
could start this summer once a £2 
million funding bid is secured. 

Contractors could begin work to trans¬ 
form the former Stuart Crystal glassworks, 
in Wordsley, within weeks of a successful 
European funding deal. Site owners 
Complex Development Projects has lodged 
its own application to source cash from the 
European Regional Development Fund. 

It has secured the support of Dudley 
Council to bid for £2,075,000 from Europe 
to begin work on the multi-million attrac¬ 
tion. 

Documentation from the two parties has 
now been lodged with European officials to 
be discussed within the next few weeks. 

Campaigners hope the attraction would 
emulate the Corning Museum of Glass in 
the US. 

Complex Development Projects director 
Ian Harrabin today declared the step “fan¬ 
tastic” news for the future of the project. 

“It is good that we are now moving 
forward and it is fantastic news that the 
application will now be looked at,” he said. 

He added a separate application to the 
Heritage Lottery Fund will also be made 
around June. 

Council leader, Councillor David Sparks, 
said: “This is a complex deal involving a bid 
by a private developer for European funding 
which requires the support of the local 
authority. The letter of support has been 
sent for the application to proceed.” The 
application will bid for a share of remaining 
money which had not been spent following 
the last round of European funding. 


That's entertainment... 

HISTORIAN Ned Williams will give a talk 
on entertainment in the Black Country in 
days gone by on January 16 at St Mary’s 
Church Centre in Kingswinford. 

The Black Country Society talk starts 
7.45pm. 


Scheme fit for the young 



Jess Potter and Tom Gadd promote junior deals at Stourbridge Leisure Centre 


A NEW leisure membership scheme the benefits of sport.” A junior mem- 
at pools in Dudley is aiming to get bership includes a free gym induction 
youngsters fitter. and unlimited access to lifestyles 

The scheme will see a junior mem- gyms, squash, table tennis and bad- 
bership category for children, aged 17 minton courts at weekends. It also 
and under, to help them save money includes public swimming times and 
while getting exercise and enjoying a range of fitness classes, 
sports. Membership is available at the 

Councillor Tracy Wood said: “Our Crystal, Dudley and Halesowen 
leisure centres offer excellent facili- leisure centres and costs £13 a month, 
ties at affordable prices and I’m sure For more information call the leisure 
this offer will encourage young people centres on 01384 812 800 or visit 
to take up regular exercise and enjoy www.dudley.gov.uk/sport 


Safely access your loft! 



FULLY FITTED FROM 



We provide a convenient and 
safe way to access 
your loft. 


Each ladder has a 7 0 year parts 
guarantee and can be installed 
in approx 2-3 hours. 

We offer a loft boarding service 
if required at an 
additional cost. 

PHONE TO ARRANGE A FREE 
QUOTE. 


Manufactured to ISO 9002 Standard 


Telephone: 01952 282152 
Mobile: 07817 431505 

The Local Distributor St Installer for E iT 

For more information visit: 

www.stira. co. uk 


Pandoras Prom@cdifmkMes 

Accept nothing less than perfection 


2013 Prom 
Dresses 

Now In Stock 



Payment plans 
available 
Reserve your 

Dream Dress 

with £100 deposit 



Pandoras Prom @ California Brides 
5 High Street 
BlackHeath B65 ODT 
0121 559 7555 

www.pandorasprom.co.uk 



“l/l/e have found that 60 % of our business comes from our 
advert in the Chronicle” LB plastering services 
To find out how you can advertise 
from as little as a week, 

CONTACT RYAN COOPER 

01384 353 227 

thechronicle 
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LETTERS 


We need a say over who we pay 


IT is plain to see that the country 
cannot afford the 2.5 million (true 
figure nearer 4m) unemployed now. 

It must also be noted that our Euro¬ 
pean masters have said that we cannot 
withhold benefits and health care 
from European migrants, legal or oth¬ 
erwise, that come here and, also, they 
will be entitled to housing benefits 
child benefits and pension credits etc 
etc. 

How on earth can we expect this 
country to support Europe’s unem¬ 
ployed and their medical/housing 
needs when they get here? 


Now is the time to call a halt to 
European dictates and take back 
control of our own country. 

I voted to join the common market 
in the 70s for trade, only it was never 
put to me that I would be expected to 
be governed by people not elected by 
me and with no consideration to my 
people/nation but to milk us dry to 
support ideals that are great when 
someone else is paying for them. 

If you fail to give us the vote then at 
least put in place stipulation that you 
have to pay into the benefit systems 
and the health systems for a period of 


no less than three years before you can 
get anything out of it. Also the 
maximum payment for 

benefits/housing should not exceed 
the takehome pay of the average 
working man who pays National 
Insurance/tax out of his net monies. 

This country is a very tolerant one 
but the taxpayers and the people who 
care want to be allowed to pick and 
choose who and when people are 
allowed in, what they are entitled to 
and also those who need kicking out. 
BRIAN J WILLIAMS 
Wombourne 


More must 
be done to 
wipe out 
fox hunts 

SEEING on television that 
a hunt had been prose¬ 
cuted and fined for fox 
hunting, it was pleasing to 
know that some action had 
been taken against these 
lawbreakers. 

However, this is only the 
tip of the iceberg. 

Every weekend these 
arrogant people gallop 
around the country and it 
would appear that there is 
no one to stop them. 

Their actions are bar¬ 
baric and should be 
stopped. 

It has taken many years 
by many people including 
myself to make fox 
hunting with dogs illegal 
and I beg all readers if they 
see any of this going on to 
report it to the RSPCA or 
the police. 

This vile practice must 
be wiped out. 

HATH TIMMINS 

Larch Road 

Kingswinford 


LETTERS 

to the Editor 

POST 

Halesowen Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 51-53 
Queen Street, Wolverhampton 
WV11ES 

Letters should be brief and MUST in 
number of the writer. The Editor res 

E-MAIL 

Dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 

elude name, address and telephone 
;ervesthe right to condense letters. 


Bus stop drunks a 
bad image for city 


CAN something be done about the half dozen or so drunks, 
and dog, that constantly congregate at the bus stop in 
Market Street, Wolverhampton. 

They are there at all hours of the day swigging super 
strength larger, swearing and even on occasion fighting, 
taking up seats intended for bus passengers (they never 
actually use the buses), and littering with their empty cans. 

Recently one afternoon they were there as usual, almost 
up to fighting, their language was particularly foul, a 
mother was trying to move out of the way so that her young 
son was not subjected to their behaviour. 

Last week I was speaking to a chap who had come into the 
city for a day out to have a look around, he couldn’t believe 
this behaviour was tolerated and this was the image of our 
city he took away with him. I’m guessing he won't be back 
any time soon. Is there not an Alcohol Restricted Zone in 
place in this area and if there is, why is it not enforced? 

I am sick to death of coming out of work every evening 
and having to witness this. 

ELAINE FARMER 

Dudley 


Thanks to 
everyone 
who came 
to our aid 

I WOULD like to extend 
my sincere thanks to 
everyone who helped 
when my husband was 
taken ill at B & M Brierley 
Hill while out and about 
on Saturday December 22. 

We were overwhelmed 
with offers of help and 
support. 

Unfortunataly we do not 
have details of anyone who 
helped. 

However starting with 
the gentleman who 
stopped his car to help; to 
the various members of B 
& M staff, customers - 
including the lady who 
called the ambulance - to 
the technicians who 
checked my husband over 
and gave him a clean bill of 
health. 

We would like to say a 
heartfelt thank you to 
everyone of you. 

MRS J NAGINGTON 

Blenheim Road 

Kingswinford 



bridal Stesiym 

2013 Design Prom Dresses now in stock 

Choose from our fabulous design range or if you cannot 
quite find what you are looking for, design your own and 
choose from a stunning range of fabrics and colours 



Prom Dresses from £180 - £400 

Open from January 2nd 
Open Tues, Wed, Thurs 
86 Saturday 10-5 
Mon, Fri 86 Evenings 
by appointment 

DESIGNING GOWNS 
FOR OVER 30 YEARS 
Payment terms available 
Dress alteration service 


Tel 0121 561 4411 
7 Birmingham Road 
Rowley Regis 
B659BL 


Repairs and Upgrades Broken Locks Sticking Doors 

Insurance Work Door Panels Handles and 

Failed Units Letter Boxes Mechanisms 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED PHONE 
TODAY FOR A FREE QUOTATION 



fi-Zcc Fix 1 


on White 


DOUBLE GLAZING 
INSTALLATIONS & REPAIRS 

Telephone: 01384 259761 
Mobile: 07769 975841 
70mm Internally Glazed 
High Security Frames ♦ 

❖ 28mm Pilkington T Units ♦♦♦ 
♦ Document L Compliant ♦ 

♦ Shoot Bolt Locking ❖ 

❖ Sight Line Glazing ♦♦♦ 
♦♦♦ Secured By Design PAS023 / PAS024 ❖ 



Replace Your Tired Kitchen , 
throom or Bedroom With An 



Did you know that, 80% of 
our customers are retired? 
Find out why they trust us 
for yourselves... 

40% OFF 

Doors and Drawers 
Before 31st January 




PLUS 10% OFF 

All New Kitchens. 
Bedrooms. Bathrooms 

Book your no obligation Quote Today!! 

0121 550 4821 or 07726104200 

Offers cannot be combined 


Laminate flooring in 
tile form - very classy 

Wet Wall Panelling for 
bathrooms, no more 
grouting 

Budget range of 
flat-pack kitchens, 
super 18 mm, for 
better value and 
quality than any of 
the major retailers 
inclusive of soft close 
doors, and drawers 


the* Bes poke* S pecial ists] 


no 




'SME2ST! 


OVER 100 DOOR 
STYLES, AVAILABLE 
IN ANY COLOUR YOU 
CAN NAME 

OVER 200 
WORKTOP FINISHES 

ALL CABINETS AND 
WARDROBES 18MM 
PRE-BUILT 


No False Promises! No Pressure! 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 


vtsa 





At QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our customers 
the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

THE GUILD 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN 

Membership No A120074 

'We have customers who would be more than happy to 

show you the excellent st 



Appliances: Neff , 
Bosch, Rangemaster, 
Belling, Baumatic, 
Hotpoint, Stoves and 
many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year 
Guarantee 

What our customers say! 

“...it looks like a palace...” 
“...definitely recommend 
‘Quality Kitchens’ to our 
friends and family...” 
totally professional from 
beginning to end...” 

- 


Homeowners. •• 

Looking to sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning 
results for a minimum outlay 

Just moued in? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, 
bedroom or bathroom and allow us to show your home's true potentia 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to /] 


CUSTOMER SATISFACTION GUARANTEl 

www.qkm.org.uk WE WILL NOTLETYOU DOWN!! 

5tG\ Quality 


1 Minimal disruption 
• Free design service 
1 Unbeatable prices 



\ - / Kitchen 
Makeovers Ltd 

And Associated Companies 

Oak Lodge Buildings, Furnace Hill 
Halesowen B63 3LZ 
Tel: 0121 550 4821 Mobile: 07726 104200 P 
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REGISTER 


Bathroom ship 



52 LYDE GREEN, HALESOWEN, WEST MIDLANDS B63 2PG 

01384 634856 or 07533 978667 
www.thebathroomshopcradley.co.uk 



QUALITY 
LOW COST 
BATHROOMS 
“Trade Prices to 
the Public” 

Whatever your needs, 
design, supply only or 
full installation service 
We’re here to help - 
give us a call! 





Bar Mixer Showers 
from £60 

Round and Square 
Twin Showers 
; T ‘ £ from £200 




P-Shape Bathroom 
Suite inc Sanitary 
and Taps from 

£600 


PI 


L-Shape Suite inc 

Sanitary and Taps 

from £750 


> 4 ! 


WE CAN SUPPLY AND FIT FULL WE SUPPLY AND FIT NEW 
BATHROOMS FROM £1000 BOILERS FROM £800 


NEWS 


£lm plans to recreate 
waterfalls in parklands 



Assistant librarian Lorraine Bell is looking forward to the talk about 
Victorian and Edwardian Buildings 


WORK is under way on a £1 
million masterplan to recreate 
flowing waterfalls and cascades 
in an 18th century Dudley park¬ 
land ahead of its reopening. 

Under the plans, visitors will be allowed 
to walk through the Hagley Hall estate, 
near Stourbridge, for the first time since the 
mid 1980s. 

The 350-acre parkland was closed to the 
public by the previous Lord Cobham, John 
Lyttelton, following vandal attacks. 

Now the 12th viscount Cobham, Christo¬ 
pher Lyttelton, says reopening the 18th 
century Hagley Park is a priority within the 
next few years. 

Works to restore the Wychbury Obelisk 
monument have been completed dong with 
the restoration of the hall’s original pitched 
roof. The next stage of the plans sees the 
restoration of a landscaped cascades - a 
series of waterfalls running down to the Pal- 
ladian bridge near St John’s Church in the 
grounds of the hall. 

But the stream needs to be cleared and 
drainage improved to allow the water to run 
smoothly. Trees are being cut back and silt 
removed from ornamental ponds . 

Work is expected to continue into the new 
year with the possibility of one or two 
mature trees being felled to return the land 
to its original state. Once finished the cas¬ 
cades will feature in walking trails through¬ 
out the 350 acre park. 

“I’m delighted the works are under way 
as there are people who have put a lot of 
effort into this,” said Lord Cobham. 

“It has been fascinating for me to discover 
more about the parks.” 


Business group meeting 

A NETWORKING group for business¬ 
women in Worcestershire will hold its next 
meeting on January 15. 

The informal get together will take place 
at The Hop Pole Inn in Bewdley from 10am. 

Members usually meet on the third 
Tuesday of every month. 


FROM the lost industries of Birm¬ 
ingham to murders in the Black 
Country - a library in Halesowen 
has a talk for anyone interested in 
local history. 

Halesowen Library in Queensway 
Mall, is holding monthly lectures 
throughout the year. 

They start with a talk on Victorian 
and Edwardian Buildings in the 


Black Country on January 16. Assis¬ 
tant librarian Lorraine Bell said: 
“Local people always enjoy the talks 
as they often recall memories they 
may have forgotten about the area.” 

The talks attract about 30 people 
and last for an hour. 

For a full list of the talks call into 
the library or visit 
www.dudley.gov.uk. 



FANTASTIC SAVINGS THROUGHOUT THE STORE! 



Supporters of 

Mary Stevens Hospice 



EVERYTH/JlfQ r\GHT FROM ADVICE TO PRICE 

Dreamland Superstore 

23 Mill Streetfirierley Hill Ol 384 74166 




OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 
9.00am-5.30pm 
Sat 9.00am-5.30pm 
Sun 11.00am-4.30pm 


0 0 D 
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NEWS 


Finals on the cards 


. Widow's Plea 

'on funding 
for upkeep 
of memorial 



Nick John, has reached the finals of a poker competition 

A KIDDERMINSTER card sharp is hoping he will be dealt 
a great hand after making it through to the national finals 
of a poker contest. 

Father-of-two Nick John, aged 36, who works as a physi¬ 
ologist at the Princess Royal Hospital in Telford, was suc¬ 
cessful in the regional finals of the Red Tooth Poker League 
held at Star City in Birmingham. 

He is now through to the next round of the tournament 
which will see him trying to win his way to Las Vegas and a 
jackpot of $100,000 US. 

He was among three poker players who take part in tour¬ 
naments at Carters Bar, Kidderminster and who made it 
through to the regional finals which saw 200 people trying 
to battle their way through to the nationals in Sheffield. 

Others taking part included Adam Lyntch and George 
Macklin also from Kidderminster. Nick started playing 
poker about 10 years ago. He said: “If I make the final 10 at 
Sheffield I will get a seat at Las Vegas.” The finals will be 
held later in the year. 


A WIDOW from Dudley who funded a memo¬ 
rial to a band of previously unrecognised 
sailors in the Second World War is appealing 
for help to pay for its maintenance. 

Phyllis Coyle, aged 85, used £17,000 from her own 
savings to pay for the monument which was unveiled at 
the National Memorial 
Arboretum in Alrewas, in 
August. 

The memorial is a 
tribute to the sailors who 
risked their lives to deliver 
supplies to Russia on long, 
dangerous Arctic Convoys 
in the war. 

Among the men was Mrs 
Coyle’s husband Mick, 
whose dying wish was for 
proper recognition for 
their work. Mr Coyle died, 
aged 85, last year, 

Mrs Coyle has now 
started fundraising after 
she received a £6,500 bill 
to pay for the maintenance 
of the memorial. 

She has paid half of it 
thanks to donations from 
friends, but is now appeal¬ 
ing for the remainder of 
the cash to secure the mon¬ 
ument’s future. 

She said: “I’ve sent 
letters to more than 200 
people asking for help to 
maintain the memorial. 



Widow Phyllis Coyle 

“There was nothing for 
this brave group of men 
before this monument, 
and there would be 
nothing standing in this 
country if it went.” 

Mrs Coyle, of Pensnett, 
received a major boost 
after Prime Minster David 
Cameron promised to 
present medals in their 
honour. 

Anyone who can support 
the fund should contact 


Blackheath Furniture & Bedroom Centre 



5C? 


Stockists of 

Sherborne Upholstery 


Unbeatable prices on 3 piece 
suites, high seated chairs 
lift and Rise’ recliners 



HERE 

t=T^o" c ? 

p% r k 


a 


0121 559 2402 

1A Causeway, Blackheath 


Now open Saturday 10am-2pm, 
Weekdays 10am-4.30pm 
Closed all day Thursday* Private car park 
• Disabled access • 
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mucklow hill interiors 

tiles | bathrooms | kitchens | bedrooms 




range of Fitted 

Bedroom 

Furniture 



Find us at: 

Mucklow 

Hill 

Halesowen 
B62 8DL 

Telephone 
0121 585 5588 


UPTO 


50% OFF 

Selected Items 


advert 

CHROMCLf 


WHY replace the 
entire Kitchen when 
all you really need is 
a quick & easy 
Kitchen Door & 
Worktop Update? 
Save Money and 
update your kitchen 
with our clever NEW 
concept today! 



Money 

Just 

Replace your 
Kitchen doors! 


c 





all today for a FREE home quote 






L*T ~ JO 088 

j Call 0121 369 0213 Now! 


D-J- 



Doors 
More 

www.imore.co.uk 


/ formula one autocentres 


••• FAMILY OWNED 


i PROVIDING VALUE, CARE & SERVICE 
I LOCALLY FOR OVER 40 YEARS 


[IjYPLSB© 

FULLY FITTED FROM ONLY 


ALL LEADING BRAND & BUDGETTYRES STOCKED 




NOW ON 


175/65r14 Budget 82T 
185/55r15 Marshal MU11 82V 
185/65r15 Uniroyal Rainexpert 88H 
195/50r15 Bridgestone T001 82V 
205/55r16 Marshal MU11 91W 
L 225/40r18 Uniroyal Rainsport2 92Y XL 


_ WAS NOW 

£46^5 £38.25 
£73^5 £54.95 
£8335 £62.28 
££ktf5 £49.73 
££kS5 £57.29 
£133^5 £97.61 



.lasiTIIMKM 


Up to: lOOOcc 1300cc 1600cc 


WAS NOW WAS 



Service £5r£49 £ 6 T £59 £ 7 T £69 


Service ^£84 £109 £94 £M 0 £104 £129 £114 £ 13 * £124 


Above 2501 cc CALL with vehicle details. Service details on request or see online. 

Prices include leading brand oil. Specialist oils (long life, fully synthetic etc.) will incur an additional charge. 


PRICE PROMISE 


We promise to beat any 
competitor’s quote 

I * J W I W LJ " m B I il I 1 M / for comparable products and services. Even 

if you buy from us and then find a lower 
price locally we guarantee 

rtDPN- MOM FRI ft Qn R nn qat flftn^nn Cl IM mnn Ann AN advertised prices include VAT & apply to retail customers only. Fully fitted tyre price includes valve, balance & tyre we >n refund the difference PLUS 10%. 

UrLIM. IVIUN-rnl B.JU-b.UU bAI 8. JU-5.UU bUlM 1 U.UU-4.UU disposal. All offers subject to availability. These offers cannot be taken in conjunction with any other offers. I___ 


• EXHAUSTS 


• BATTGRIGS 


• BRAKGS 


• SHOCKS 


• CLUTCHGS 


» 4 WHGGL ALIGNMGNT 


• www.fiautocentres.com 
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Sunbeam cars gathered for the unveiling of a blue plaque on the site in Penn 


The racing car Toodles V at Brooklands, where it broke eight world records Where the work took place - the Sunbeam racing car workshop in 1922 



Coatalen, centre, examining the Sunbeam Bomber in 
1917 at the airfield in Castle Bromwich 


Days when Sunbeam raced 
ahead in Grand Prix stakes 


FOR more than 60 years Britain has 
dominated Grand Prix manufacturing, 
but it was not always thus. 

In the early days it was French cars which 
led the way, and, in the days before the World 
Championship, it was winning the French 
Grand Prix which was recognised as the pin¬ 
nacle of motor-racing achievement. 

The first British car to win the French 
Grand Prix, in 1923, was made right here in 
Wolverhampton, in Sunbeam’s Blakenhall 
factory, but it’s designer was a Frenchman, 
Louis Coatalen. 

He was a Breton, born on September 11, 
1879, and worked for a number of French car 
manufacturers before arriving in England in 
1900 to work for the Crowden Company, and 
then becoming chief engineer at Hillman in 
Coventry 

In 1909 he was recruited by the Sunbeam 
Motor Car Co in Blakenhall, to be their chief 
engineer, and immediately planned to enter 
motor-racing. He began designing purpose- 
built racing cars, which led to the first major 
triumph, a win in the 1912 Coupe de l’Auto in 
Dieppe, Sunbeams coming 1st, 2nd and 3rd, 


by Alec Brew 

eclipsing and astonishing the major Euro¬ 
pean manufacturers. 

In 1912 Coatalen also designed his first 
aero-engine a 150hp side valve V8, followed 
by a 225 hp VI2, which he first tested in a spe¬ 
cially-built racing car named Toodles V 

In October 1913, this car, at Brooklands, 
broke eight world endurance speed records in 
a hour and a half. There is no doubt that 
Coatalen was a talented, even brilliant engi¬ 
neer, but he was not afraid of copying others. 

Devious 

During 1913 Peugeot cars with twin over¬ 
head camshafts swept the board in three litre 
racing, and by some devious means one of 
these found its way to the drawing room of 
Coatalen’s home, Waverley House on 
Goldthorn Hill. Here, Sunbeam mechanics 
stripped it down to discover its secrets, and 
for 1914 Sunbeam also featured twin over¬ 
head camshafts, as did the new aero-engines 
he designed at the start of the War. 

Sunbeam was a major supplier of aero¬ 


engines during the War and also built more 
than 600 aircraft, including just one of its own 
design the single-engine Sunbeam Bomber. 

All the engines were officially called 
Sunbeam-Coatalen engines, but after the War 
they were rather eclipsed by Rolls-Royce and 
Napier designs. 

Coatalen turned to his great ambition, to 
win the French Grand Prix. The Sunbeam 
company merged with Darraq and Talbot and 
Coatalen became a Director of the resulting 
STD Motors. 

In 1923 a Sunbeam finally won the French 
Grand Prix, driven by Henry Seagrave, and 
would have won the following year but for 
technical problems. Coatalen also produced 
three different cars to break the World Land 
Speed Record but Sunbeam began to experi¬ 
ence financial difficulties, and in 1934 closed 
down. 

By that time Louis Coatalen had returned 
to his native France, though he had taken 
British citizenship. He lived there through the 
War and died in 1962. He had brought great 
fame to the Sunbeam company, and to Wolver¬ 
hampton, his adopted home for over 20 years. 



Louis Coatalen , then aged 33, in 1912 


ADVERTISEMENT 

WINTER IS HERE - 
and so is FREE 
heating, reduced bills 
and funding for low 
income households! 


DON'T MISS OUT - 
IT'S FREE! 

That's the message to Britain's 
low-income households this 
winter. ECO Affordable Warmth 
is a new government-funded 
scheme that is designed to 
provide support to those 
vulnerable, and includes 
certain means tested benefits 
and tax credits. 

Provided by Dyson Energy 
Services, this quality 'must-have' 
offers private home-owners 
and private tenants in rented 
accommodation an energy¬ 
saving menu that will make a 
huge difference at a time when 
money is tight. 

Mr. Tony Hardiman, Managing 
Director at Dyson Energy 
Services says “We are very 
proud to have been given 
the job of bringing the ECO 
Affordable Warmth service to 
customers. It's a marvelous 
scheme whereby those who 
qualify could receive a new 
boiler or repair, cavity wall 
insulation and loft insulation to 
mention just a few measures - 
and because our Quality 
Management System conforms 
to BS EN IS09009, this 
together with a team of Quality 
Control Officers ensures that 


our work is of the highest 
possible standards.” 

So the message is simple, 
if you're having difficulty finding 
the means to heat your home 
to an adequate standard, 
Dyson Energy Services will 
put in place those measures 
to improve the thermal 
performance of your property 
and reduce the cost of your fuel 
bills. It's an obligation from your 
Energy Supplier to deliver 
primarily new heating systems 
and basic insulation measures, 
such as cavity wall and loft 
insulation, under the ECO 
scheme. 

Tony Hardiman goes on to 
say “We don't know how long 
the scheme will be available for 
so it's vitally important that 
those households that think 
they may be eligible should call 
us straight away to avoid 
disappointment - it's free and 
could make all the difference 
between a cold home - or a 
warm one.” 

If you’re not a low income 
household, we can still offer 
you great deals on boiler 
replacements and insulation. 
For more information, call 
Dyson Energy Services FREE 
on 0800 0232 756. 


Funding for 

Heating . a 
Insulations-^ 

available NOW! 


ECO* Affordable Warmth provides FREE heating and 
Insulation improvements to low income households, on 
certain means tested benefits and tax credits, living in 
properties that are poorly insulated and/or do not have a 
working central heating system. You must own your own 
home or rent privately in order to qualify for this funding 
(you will not qualify if you live in a Housing Association or 


Council property). 

Funding available for 

improvements such as: 

• Boiler Replacements - gas, oil 
and LPG 

• Boiler Repairs 

• Cavity wall insulation 

• Loft insulation 

• Other insulation measures for 
some non-traditional cavities. 

If you are in receipt of one of 

the qualifying benefits below, 

you may be eligible for funding: 

• Child tax credit with an 
income of £15,860 or less 

• Income-related employment 
and support allowance (takes 
into account household 
income/ pension/savings of 
£6,000 and the effect your 
disability has on your ability 
to work) with either: 

- a child under 16, or under 20 
but in 

full-time education (excluding 
University) or 

- child tax credit with a 
disability element or 

- a disability element or 

- a pensioner element 


• Income-based job seeker's 
allowance (unemployed or 
work less than 16 hours a 
week) with either: 

- a child under 16, or under 20 
but in full-time education or 

- child tax credit with a 
disability element or 

- a disability element or 

- a pensioner element 

• Income support (lone parent, 
on mat/ paternity leave or 
carer) with either: 

- a child under 16, or under 20 
but in full-time education or 

- child tax credit with a 
disability element or 

- a disability element or 

- a pensioner element 

• State pension credit 

• Working tax credit with an 
income of £15,860 or less 
with either: 

- a child under 16, or under 20 
but in full-time education or 

- a disabled worker element or 
severe disability element or 

- is aged 60 years or over. 


* Funding is through the Energy Company Obligation. 


To take advantage of this funding 
and to arrange a FREE no obligation 
survey, please call free on 0800 0232 
756 quoting DES/ECO-OLD-HC. 

Don't delay ... keep warm today! 
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NEWS 


Thieves ransack home of 
grieving grandmother 


Kirstie kickstarts crafts 



Elizabeth Ireland, owner of Topstitchers in Kidderminster 


BUSINESS is booming for the 
owner of a Kidderminster haber¬ 
dashery shop thanks to TV presen¬ 
ter Kirstie Allsopp. 

The appeal for quilting, felting, 
patchwork and embroidery has been 
given a major boost by the celebrity 
whose programmes feature home¬ 
made items. Mrs Elizabeth Ireland, 
owner of Topstitchers, at Bridge 
Street, Kidderminster, said she had 
noticed “a big influx of customers 


wanting to try their hand at crafts”. 

She said: “People both young and 
old and even gentlemen have been 
coming in wanting tools and wool to 
try out various crafts. 

“The older generation want to try 
out new things and the younger 
ones want to try the old skills. 

“Kirstie Allsopp has had a big 
influence on people wanting to 
make their own items for the home. ” 


THIEVES have ransacked the 
home of a grieving Dudley pen¬ 
sionerstealing precious personal 
items - just days after the death 
of her granddaughter in a car 
crash. 

The 83-year-old had returned to her home 
in Grantley Cres¬ 
cent, Kings winford 
to find it had been 
raided. It happened 
just days after her 
granddaughter, care 
assistant Samantha 
Jennings, aged 26, 
was killed. 

The mother-of- 
two was in a car on 
the A449 near Kid¬ 
derminster which hit a tree on December 8. 

Samantha’s mother, Debbie Jennings, 
said the burglary which happened just over 
a week later on December 16 had caused 
huge upset at an already difficult time. 

“We are all heartbroken after losing 
Samantha in such a sudden and tragic way 
and then to find this has happened to mum 
just days later is very difficult to take,” she 
said. 

“The burglars have stolen jewellery 
including my late father’s wedding ring and 
his Rolex Hunter pocket watch. Both are of 
great sentimental value and irreplaceable. 
We just want them returned to us. 

“I would hope those who have done this 
were unaware of what the family was 
already going through, but that makes it no 
easier to get over.” 

The break-in is being investigated by 
Dudley CID. 


Rail bridge to be repaired 

REPAIR work will be carried out to a bridge 
over the River Severn at Bewdley. The 
Severn Valley Railway has unveiled plans to 
carry out the refurbishment on Victoria 
Bridge. 

A timber restraint which supports the rail 
tracks has suffered from wet rot. 



Samantha Jennings 



Hagley 


Kitchens 


Beautiful Kitchens & Bathrooms, Designed with Imagination and Skillfully Fitted with Care 


Built in 

Dishwasher 








Our cabinets are made 
locally at our state of 
the art facility here in 
the Black Country 

Guaranteed unbeata 


'Outstanding 

Mrs Anderson, Hayley Green 


kitchen, thoughl 
designed, exce 


service 


'They gave us our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Sandra Donnelly, Kingswinford 
"A major project completed on time without any problems" Gill McKenzie, Codsall 

"We must have changed our minds a dozen times, they happily made the 
changes - and Without any extra costs" Jeni &Tony Kingston, Tettenhall 

"Our beautiful, top of the range ovens, were supplied at better than internet 
prices, delivered, installed ana fully guaranteed" Mrs & Mr Griffiths, Halesowen 


Call us now for your 
FREE, no obligation 
survey and design 

07776207596 

OR: 0121 6023031 


Visit our website to see some of our range WWW.HagleyKitchenS.CO.llk 


INSTALLATION • TILING • GAS • ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • BUILDING 


Hasmiry Wiridcfws Ltd* 



SPECIAL OFFER 


IrlhroughQ 1 

m 

[includin^fittingl 




OTHER OFFERS 
AVAILABLE 



* Your local well established business offering top quality 
products and service 

* No payment until completion 

* Call us now for a great deal on your new windows, 
doors and conservatories 

* Visit our showroom * Deal direct with the owner 

* If you want quality, value and service it ‘has to be Hasbury’! p-. 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

01214217001/01214212104 # # 


(opposite the Stag & Three Horseshoes) 

SHOWROOM OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 8 am-5 pm • Sat 10 am-2 pm 

Phonelines open 9 am-9 pm 



FENSA 
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January Offers 



Highest quality energy efficient III n I Conservatories/Windows Installer 
products from tSii midlands IIIU I The brand you can trust 


BUY NOW, PAY LATER OR 
0% INTEREST FREE CREDIT* 

Hie will heal any genuine like lor like guote from an\ 
established reputable company (m/mpiuf 



Freephone 0500 77 75 75 


Walsall 01922 430 908 Stratford Upon Avon 01789 270 726 
Cannock 01543 401 101 Leamington Spa 01926 702 303 
Wolverhampton 01902 489 498 Telford 01952 427 667 
Stafford 01785 318 699 Rugby 01788 211 019 

Coventry 012476 960 880 Kidderminster 01562 539 341 
Sandwell & Dudley 01384 847123 Birmingham 0121 568 7388 


- "Stormseal fitted 

|:our windows over 
F 20 years ago, since 
p moving we have had a 
tconservatory and a full 
T^house of windows and 
precommended them to al| 
r friends and family" 
pGittins of Dudley 


- “The way you and your company 
tdealt with me from start to finish ~ 
/has, beyond doubt, more than 
Tnet my requirements and given 
Cme total satisfaction. I am very 
Fimpressed!" 

ir Hemmings of Coventry 


-kyoL 

^office staff wno co- 
f ordinated everything 
^perfectly" 

(.Mr & Mrs Simmons of 
FWalsall 


FENSA 


Ai 


L "I was recommended to 
|rthe company 10 years 
Fago and recently had a 
^conservatory fitted. I 
Pam over the moon with 
(-the quality and service"! 
[Miss Rae of Stafford 


"I am delighted with my 

^conservatory and would ~ 
f highly recommend your 
Lfirm" 

pMiss Challoner of 
pWolverhampton 


GOLD MEMBER 


GIFT VOUCHER 


I FENSA I 


T-Onelt 

□ Air Cooler/Heater □ Lan 

© PILKINGTON | 7 ^ -* 


For a Free Quotation call Freephone no: 0500 77 75 75 Lines open 24 hours a day 

Pinfold Street, Darlaston/Wednesbury WS10 8SY Regional Depot: 0121 5r- 

Fax: 0121 568 8818 

Email: sureshielduk@btconnect.com Website: stormsealuk.com 
__ __Not_be_u£ed_in_conjunctionwith_any otheroffer_ 



wJy Great vatu® 
"coach holidays 


local West Midlands pick up point 


Coaches depart from your 


rasezfr- 


Folkestone b Bruges 

3/4 nights half board . 2 FREE COACH TRIPS 

Southcliff/ Burstin • Canterbury & Whitstable 

Hotel, Folkestone • Eurotunnel Train Trip to Bruges 


Fri 22 Feb 

^ 15, 22, 29 Mar 


5 days £129.95 


Mon 18, 25 Feb 
11,18, 25 Mar j 


Sandown Isle of Wight 

Channel View / Tarvic 2 Hotel 

4 DAYS Fri 22 Feb, 15,22,29 Mar 

5 DAYS Mon 18,25 Feb, 11,18,25 Mar 




Seaside Specials! 


Blackpool • Bournemouth • Eastbourne 
Folkestone • Isle of Wight • Llandudno 
Newquay • Scarborough 
Torquay • Weston super Mare 

Vjleparts all year - call for brochure _ 





Continental Collection 

• Dublin • Ring of Kerry • Ostend • Paris • Salou 

• Disneyland Paris • Brittany • Krakow • Prague 

• Budapest 'Vienna • Costa Brava 'Barcelona 

• Diano Marina 'Rome 'Tuscany 'Lake Garda 

• Glacier Express • Austrian Tyrol • Jersey • Guernsey 


1129.95 


Call for brochure | 


TraOelstyle 

Miles more smiles 

Call for brochure 0844 682 0065 


www.travelstyletours.co.uk 


NEWS 


Councils take back staff 
they made redundant 


HUNDREDS of workers who were 
cut from councils, including 
Dudley, and received combined 
payouts of at least £3.5 million 
have since been re-employed by 
the same authorities. 

A total of 354 staff were made redundant 
from councils in the West Midlands and 
Staffordshire and then taken back in other 
roles. 

The figures were released under the 
Freedom of Information Act. 

Dudley Council slashed 15 posts where 
the workers were later re-employed. Eleven 
of the subsequent contracts were for tempo¬ 
rary work, and 10 of those staff are still with 
the authority 

Bosses refused to reveal the cost of 
payouts, saying it was personal information. 

More than half of the numbers re¬ 
employed were at Staffordshire County 
Council, which cut 185 staff and later 
brought them back since 2008/09. Combined 
redundancy payments for the axed staff was 
more than £3.4m, with 16 of the payouts 
topping £50,000. 

Wolverhampton City Council meanwhile 
axed 138 people who bosses said were later 
“re-engaged”. They included three former 
deputy headteachers. 

Walsall re-employed 10 staff, six as agency 
staff and four as employees, with their orig¬ 
inal redundancy payouts costing a combined 
£123,769. 

Staffordshire County Council bosses 
defended their decisions, saying 43 per cent 
of those axed only came back on a casual 
basis and 55 per cent came back under the 
council’s wing after six months. 

Service for Round Oak 

A SERVICE to commemorate the 30th 
anniversary of the closure of Brierley Hill’s 
Round Oak steelworks will take place on 
January 23 at Brierley Hill Methodist 
Church, Bank Street at 7.30pm. 

The plant was founded by Lord Ward, 
later the Earl of Dudley, in 1857. 


Youngsters are on the ball 



Front Arthur Passey, behind, from left, Lucas Whitehouse and Noah 
Attwood. coach Dave Homer. Jake Cook and Harrison Arkell 


YOUNGSTERS at a Kidderminster 
nursery have been showing off their 
fancy footwork during football 
training sessions. 

Staff at the Railway Children 
nursery at Station Approach, Kid¬ 
derminster decided to include foot¬ 
ball as part of their activities and the 
sessions have proved such a hit that 
they are to be continued. 

The nursery caters for up to 38 
children, aged between three 
months and five years old, in any one 


day Football sessions take place on 
Wednesday afternoons. Ann Whitby, 
the manager of the centre, who 
helped found the charity nursery 28 
years ago, said: “Coach Dave Homer, 
from Stourbridge, takes the football 
sessions for youngsters from nearly 
three old to five years old. 

“We decided to introduce football 
about 12 months ago so the children 
would have a male role model. 

“The youngsters learn new skills, 
have lots of fun.” 



Phone now for free no obligation home survey 


Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX Tel: 0121 429 3186 

Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 10.00 am-6.00 pm 

www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: inspirationalfires@hotmail.co.uk 


INSPIRATIONAL Be inspired 

FIRES k FIREPLACES r 


CHLSNUY'S 
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Consultation 
over future of 
health service 

HUNDREDS are expected to take part in a 
consultation on the future of hospital serv¬ 
ices in Kidderminster and the rest of 
Worcestershire after bosses confirmed it 
would now take place in the summer. 

NHS bosses want to overhaul health serv¬ 
ices and are drawing up detailed options for 
the country’s three main hospital sites. 

There had been fears Kidderminster Hos¬ 
pital could close as part of the shake-up and 
more than 10,000 people signed a petition 
against the loss. 

But it was confirmed in October it would 
remain open along with hospitals in Red- 
ditch and Worcester. 

The county’s Joint Services Review (JSR) 
steeling committee has said more work 
needed to be done on the plans for the three 
sites before they asked patients, staff and 
residents for the views on the proposals. 

NHS Worcestershire chief executive, 
Eamonn Kelly, said “The JSR now expects to 
hold a second phase of engagement to begin 
in February with a full, three-month, con¬ 
sultation starting in the summer of 2013.” 
There have been calls for more services to be 
based in Kidderminster and Wyre Forest 
MP Mark Gamier says he’s hopeful the 
outcome of the review would be “positive” 
for Kidderminster Hospital. Around 400 
people across the county have attended 
seven discussion events in June and July. 


Black Country gives 
a paramedic lesson 


A NORWEGIAN paramedic 
has been learning from his 
counterparts in the Black 
Country how lives are saved 
here. 

Advanced paramedic Lee Farley 
was joined by Norwegian Paramedic 
Hans Sigvart Hansen for a 4.30pm - 
2.30am shift on a rapid response car 
in the Black Country. 

Mr Sigvart Hansen, who was visit¬ 
ing the UK for the third time, works 
for Vinjes Ambulance Service based 
in Hommelvik, Sor-Trondelag. 

In the quiet mountainous region, 
the nearest hospital is two hours 
away. 

Dudley-based paramedic Mr 
Farley said: “It was really interesting 
to find out about the differences 
between the two services. 

“It was clear that the main differ¬ 
ence was the shift work: in Norway 
they do 24-hour shifts and every few 


weeks of their rota they start on 
Friday and finish on Monday. 

“Hans said they are trained to use 
a lot more drugs than our paramedics 
as they are so remote and miles away 
from the nearest hospital. 

“With mountains in the area they 
cover, they are obviously equipped 
with snow mobiles and six wheeled 
ambulances which contain three day 
survival packs for prolonged rescues 
and in case adverse weather hampers 
their journey.” 

Hope 

The two were also able to compare 
weather conditions, with the top 
temperature during Mr Sigvart 
Hansen’s UK shift reaching two 
degrees. 

This was toasty compared to his 
average shift in Norway at this time 
of year, where temperatures usually 
linger around the -33 degrees mark. 

It is hoped Mr Sigvart Hansen can 
visit again next year. 


Welcome la 



Paramedic Hans Sigvart Hansen who spent time in the Black Country 


Hotel wants 
to expand its 
wedding days 

A HOTEL on a country house estate near 
Kidderminster has unveiled major expan¬ 
sion plans to cater for larger wedding parties 
and conferences after turning away book¬ 
ings. Up to 12 jobs will be created in the 
move at Brockencote Hall. 

Bosses at the Chaddesley Corbett venue- 
want to install a permanent marquee and 
more spacious facilities to enable them to 
cater for 200 guests due to a lack of room for 
bookings of more than 80 people, which is 
losing it thousands of pounds in business. 

The venue is licensed for civil weding cer¬ 
emonies and can accommodate up to 42 
overnight guests . 

Owners Eden Hotel Collection have sub¬ 
mitted plans to Wyre Forest District 
Council. It states the hotel had received 
more than 30 inquiries from people inter¬ 
ested in holding a function in excess of 80 
people. 

It said the marquee-style function room 
would help to “secure Brockencote Hall’s 
place as a nationally recognised resort 
hotel”. 

Eden Hotel Collection bought the prop¬ 
erty for £3 million in 2011 and managing 
director Mark Chambers said: “Since we 
bought the hotel, it’s gone from strength to 
strength. There’s a huge demand for wed¬ 
dings in the high end market and we’re 
trying to respond to that demand.” 



Hearing Centres 




Free NHS 
digital 
hearing 
aids 

Are now available at Specsavers 


If you are aged 55 or over and need an NHS hearing aid, we've just made life much 
easier. Specsavers is now an accredited NHS provider of adult hearing services. That 
means the latest hearing technology is available, free, from your local Specsavers 
store. Your hearing test is also free. 

To find out whether you are eligible to receive free NHS hearing aids 
at Specsavers, visit specsavers.co.uk or call 0800 077 8659 


NHS services delivered by Specsavers on behalf of Birmingham and Solihull, and Black Country PCT cluster. ©2012 Specsavers Hearing 
Centres. All rights reserved. 


We're open 
longer than 
you think. 


Our 83/85 High Street, 
Halesowen and 153 High Street, 
Rowley Regis branches are now 
open longer. 

With so many things to do, getting 
to the bank isn't always top of the 
list. You can now visit your local 
branch later on Saturday and 
Thursday evenings. 

Visit us in branch or 
find out more at 
lloydstsb.com/branchlocator 



*5 Lloyds TSB 

Full counter services not available Thursday evenings. Lloyds TSB Bank pic Registered office: 25 Gresham Street, London EC2V 7HN. Registered in England and 
Wales No. 2065. Lloyds TSB Scotland pic Registered office: Henry Duncan House, 120 George Street, Edinburgh EH2 4LH. Registered in Scotland No. SC95237. 
Authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Authority. 
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Pub lines 
up a host 
of events 
to enjoy 

A BLACKHEATH pub has 
announced a bumper month 
of events to get the year 
going with a bang. 

The Knights Quest, High 
Street Blackheath has a line 
up of tribute acts, karaoke 
and wet visitors whistles 
this month. 

Tomorrow night up and 
coming singer Danieal will 
perform modern hits from 9 
- 2pm, tickets cost £3. 

On the following night a 
live band will be filling the 
venue with club and dance 
floor anthems also from 9- 
2pm, tickets cost £3. 

Then on Tuesday night 
variety performer Adrian 
Michaels will be performing 
a free gig from 9pm until 
midnight. 

For more information or 
further events go to 
www.theknightsquest.co.uk/ 
events. 

A meeting to 
air your views 

A NEIGHBOURHOOD 
forum meeting is being held 
for people in Blackheath 
next month. 

Sandwell councillors, 
police officers and fire fight¬ 
ers will be on hand to 
answer questions at Central 
Methodist Church, High 
Street on Wednesday Febru¬ 
ary 6 at 6.30pm. 

For more information 
telephone 0121 569 4666. 



Artist is adding a splash of 
colour to brighten up shops 


MANY of Black- 
heath’s rundown 
shops are to be revi¬ 
talised thanks to a 
local artist. 

Luke Perry, aged 29, from 
Stourbridge has already 
completed one shop front on 
the corner of Long Lane and 
Nimmings Road, with a 
mural featuring an artillery 
shell, similar to the one 
which gives the area its 
name. 

The plans call for four 
more shops to be decorated 
in the coming months with 
paintings in the style of Vic¬ 
torian advertising boards 
and additional works hung 
inside empty shops in an 
attempt to make the area 
look less derelict 

Mr Perry, director of 
Industrial Heritage Strong¬ 
hold, has been working with 
Shell Corner Partnership 
who received more than 
£1,500 from Dudley Council, 
as part of £52,623 from the 
government’s £3 million 
Empty Shop fund to help the 
borough brighten up its 
shopping areas. 

Mr Perry said: “It’s been 
really great, whenever you 


| by Tom Mason 

do work in the community 
people always come up and 
see what you’re doing, it is 
almost like an educational 
workshop. 

“Although there is only 
limited funding for this proj¬ 
ect, I hope that other busi¬ 
nesses see the difference it’s 
making and will donate 
more money to continue the 
work throughout the area.” 

Jennifer Hodgetts, secre¬ 
tary for Shell Corner Part¬ 
nership said: “We hope the 
artworks will make the area 
more beautiful because it is 
in need of change.” 

Wonderful 

She added “Luke is a 
great guy and wonderful 
artist, no matter what idea 
we give him he finds a way 
of making it happen.” 

The group hope that in a 
few years the artworks along 
with other project, including 
a statue, could become a her¬ 
itage trail that could be used 
by local schools to educate 
them about the area’s past. 

The next set off works will 
begin on January 19 when 
the partnership will visit 
businesses and choose the 
successful candidate. 


Give your views on public transport 

Public transport users in Sandwell can give transport chiefs 
their views at the Your Public Transport Matters from 
10am to noon at West Bromwich bus station on January 16. 


A happy new rear - Martin McLauchlan, front, getting ready to work with site fitness 
co-ordinator Hayley Birch and fitness instructor Matt Honeyghan 


Time for 
a happy 
new rear 


A “HAPPY New Rear” fit¬ 
ness campaign is being 
launched to encourage resi¬ 
dents to shed the festive sea¬ 
son’s extra pounds. 

Gym staff at the Sandwell 
Leisure Trust centres are 
offering free personal pro¬ 
grammes to members to 
help get them on the right 
track. 

The fitness crew ask cus¬ 
tomers about their goals, 
diet and exercise preferences 
to work out the best pro¬ 
gramme. Free one-to-one 
sessions are also available to 
Leisure Pass Gold members. 

Gold membership includ¬ 
es unlimited public swimm¬ 
ing, fitness classes and gym 
sessions. Customers can use 
their membership at any 
Sandwell Leisure Trust site. 

Membership costs £28.50 
per month by direct debit. 

Sandwell Leisure Trust 
has centres in Rowley Regis, 
Smethwick, Oldbury, Tipton 
and Wednesbury. Call 0300 
012 0121 to find out more. 


Proposal 
to turn 
shop into 
chemist 

AN empty store in Black¬ 
heath may soon be turned 
into a pharmacy under plans 
submitted to Sandwell Bor¬ 
ough Council. 

The shop at 57 High 
Street will have work car¬ 
ried out to extend the rear of 
the premises and will be 
refurbished throughout to 
prepare it for it’s change of 
use to a Pharmacy. 

Mr J Singh has applied to 
the council to undertake the 
work. 

Plans outline the installa¬ 
tion of a secure roller shut¬ 
ter and large illuminated 
sign at the front of the build¬ 
ing. 

In reports to council chiefs 
Mr Singh indicates he 
already has a client lined 
ready to take on the tenancy 
of the pharmacy once a deci¬ 
sion has been made. 

Young can get 
career advice 

YOUNGSTERS in Black¬ 
heath can visit a connexions 
advisor later this month to 
discuss their future. 

Blackheath library on 
High Street will be open to 
anyone aged 13-19 seeking 
support in finding education, 
employment, training or 
apprenticeships, on Tuesday 
January 22 from 1.30-4pm. 
Call 0121 5591884 or to 
speak to someone from Con¬ 
nexions call 0845 3520055. 



for loss than £1 a day 


FREE Personal Programme 


SANDWELL LEISURE TRUST 

www.slt-leisure.co.uk 

0300 012 0121 Sc 


Delivering leading 

brands to the trade » Bathrooms 


ASTRACASr 

storon 


IF 5 . 

DollkEN aB encore 


FOUR SEASONS 

l-KHIWIM f,[P| 

alboFfna 

Wetwall 

Oberflex J 

sb nuance 

y^.apide + 

iff< spectra 

Tandem 


FESTddL IIrecTnoxIIIIIII 

AQUAL^X 

E EEEER 

STAY-FI T if 3 

““'Hi 


An extensive range of decorative surfaces, kitchens, bathrooms 
and flooring products for kitchen manufacturers, building merchants, 
retailers, shopfitters and specialist decorative surface fabricators. 

blackheath O 

01215614245 © 


JORDANS 

SOLICITORS 



Offices in Halesowen and Blackheath town centres 
• Competitive fees • No hidden costs • Personal Service 
Open Thursday evenings and Saturday mornings 

Blackheath 0121 559 2922 
Halesowen 0121 585 3900 
Email: mail@iordans-solicitors.co.uk 



Stuart & Neil 


Hodgkins 


WATCH REPAIRERS, 
JEWELLERS & ENGRAVERS 
151 HIGH STREET, 
BLACKHEATH B65 OEA 

(Next to the new library) 

TELEPHONE: 

0121 559 7156 
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All opening offers 
must end soon! 


... KVlemty 'Hdft (Wj&at AupeftAfott^! 


LOWEST PRICES ALWAYS GUARANTEED AT WILLIAM & SONS 



sale £699 

3 item bedroom offer... 

Double bed frame, bedside & wardrobe 

Was £1059 Save £360 


W 

MARK WEBSTER DESIGNS 


SlumbtfN ,t££ 


sale £599 

Recline & relax... SAVE over 50%! 

Large double motion recliner sofa 

Was £1199 Save £600 


H T L Julian Bowen K!VC;:*TCWN 


WILLI AM&SO NS 

Level Street Merry Hill West Midlands DY51UA 


T. 01384 77444 • www.williamandsons.co.uk 


MONDAY TO FRIDAY 10-5.30pm 
SATURDAY 10-5.30pm 
SUNDAY 11-5pm 



VSeitwi 




E&OE. 
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Express & Star 





Save £6.71 per month on the printed edition*. Sign up now for a 

FREE 14 day trial. Get every edition of the Midlands Newspaper of the 
Year direct to your digital device within minutes of publication. All the 
news and sport plus interactive features including video. 

jjiO TO WWW.EXPRESSANDSTAR.COM/DOWNLOADAPP 


C AppStore 


‘Digital subscription £4.99, compared with monthly direct debit print subscription £11.70. 


MNA Media 


CLUB NEWS 

popular 3 Christmas diners get 
occasion ukulele entertainment 


WOLLASTON E 
TOWNSWOMEN 


CAROL services at Cobden 
Street Methodist Church, 
Wollaston and St Thomas 
Church, Stourbridge, during 
which the Wollaston Guild 
choir performed, were both 
successful occasions. 

Proceeds from the service 
at Cobden Street Church will 
be sent to a childrens’ 
charity, to be decided by the 
committee. 

December 14 saw the 
Guild enjoying the annual 
Christmas party. Under the 
guidance of chairman Jean 
Latham and the committee, 
the party format was chan¬ 
ged and proved to be popular 
with members - one to be 
repeated. 

More than 60 members 
attended, together with 
guests from neighbouring 
Guilds, namely Federation, 
Norton, Oldswinford, 
Kingswinford and Grange. 

Background Christmas 
music was played through¬ 
out the evening, and after an 
extensive raffle - prizes going 
to a mixture of members and 
guests - the even-ing passed 
quite quickly. 

The competition involved 
a Christmas candle, and this 
was won by Peggy Homer. 

At the meeting on January 
8, John Billingham was 
speaking on Images of 
Worcestershire. 

The competition involved 
a picture or photograph of 
Worcestershire. 

The meeting place is St 
James Church Hall, Wollas¬ 
ton and non-members are 
most welcome. 



Christmas fare at Fairlawns Hotel & Spa for Pat Whittaker, Margaret Tolley and Peggy Green 


LUNCH Club friends had a very enjoyable 
Christmas dinner at the Old Irish Harp, 
Chester Road, Aldridge, on November 27. 
The next lunch will be at Farmer John’s, 
Aldridge Road, Streetly, on January 29. 

The festive season started well with a trip 
to Trentham Gardens. There were plenty of 
opportunities for seasonal bargains and 
some wonderful decorations available. 

On December 6, guild members were wel¬ 
comed to Fairlawns Hotel & Spa, Little 
Aston Road, for a superb Christmas lunch 
with entertainment provided afterwards by 
Gabriela the Ukulele Lady. 

An outstanding performance by the Fed- 


PELSALL E 
TOWNSWOMEN 


eration Choir enhanced a beautiful Federa¬ 
tion carol service, led by the Rev Phil Hoar, 
at St John’s Church, Bloxwich. 

The December meeting was a festive 
buffet. Donations were made to the Birm¬ 
ingham Children’s Hospital in lieu of cards 
and the evening finished with a ‘connecting 
word’ quiz - with about 10 winners. 

On January 17, Margaret Smallman will 
talk about ‘Growing Up in a Corner Shop”. 
The competition is a decorative tin. 


Food Bank items collected 


DUDLEY Lions Club wishes 
to say thank you to Tesco 
Extra Burnt Tree and all its 
customers who donated 
Items of food and money to 
our charity food collection at 
the store on December 8/9. 

Monies donated were 
spent on food items to add to 
the food collection. A 


DUDLEY 
LIONS CLUB 


massive 663.1kg of food 
items and 8kg of non-food 
items was collected over the 
two days which was then 
passed on to the Black 
Country Food Bank where it 


will be used to assist families 
and individuals who are in 
need. This is 33 per cent up 
on our collection of last year. 

We would like to say thank 
you to you all for their kind¬ 
ness and generosity. 

Best Wishes for the New 
Year from everyone at 
Dudley Lions. 



Official Government Test Environmental Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/IOOkm) and C0 2 emissions (g/km). Mokka Tech Line: Urban: 33.6 (8.4), Extra- 
urban: 52.3 (5.4), Combined: 43.5 (6.5). C0 2 emissions: 153g/km. 


Model shown Mokka Tech Line 1.6i 16v VVT (115PS) FWD Start/Stop £15,995 with Adaptive Forward Lighting £790 and Tri-coat premium pearlescent paint £995. Total 0TR cost £17,780. Offer available on orders or registrations between 18.12.12 and 02.04.13. Refer to www.vauxhall.co.uk/offers or contact your local Vauxhall Retailer 
for details. Vauxhall Lifetime Warranty covers lifetime ownership of first registered keeper, 100,000 mile limit. Terms and conditions apply. 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Time to Care... 


There is a time when most of us will need 
some sort of care in our daily lives. It is the 
price that goes with extending our lifespan. 
The majority of us will benefit from relatives or 
close friends helping out but for some the only 
options available are either move out of our 
home and into a care establishment or pay 
for care at home. The preference for most 
of us would be to stay put in our own abode 
- as the saying goes “there’s no place like 
home”. It may not be an age issue, disability 
and illness can sometimes render day to day 
living difficult without the help of external 
assistance. 

Stiled Home Services have grown organically from a 
straight forward home cleaning operation to now providing 
extensive and individually tailored care packages for 
people who wish to maintain their independence and 
quality of life in their own home. Christine and Michelle are 
the Mother and Daughter combination that have evolved 
their organisation to a highly reputable and well regarded 
business in the South Birmingham area. 
‘We took the first step by extending 
cleaning operation to include 
‘Companion” cleaning. This was 
a result of the feedback we were 
getting from our 
staff that 



highlighted the need to offer companionship to clients 
whilst undertaking regular cleaning duties”. This was 
to be the catalyst for the growth that has occurred since 
2007. 

The whole organisation grew and the experience that 
both Christine had as an Auxiliary Nurse and Michelle’s 
as a Care Manager were put into practice. The whole 
emphasis of this business is to give maximum respect to 
their clients, client’s families and friends. 

“Our vision was to create a caring organisation that treats 
people the way we wanted to be treated ourselves. We 
wanted the staff to become our extended family and 
the clients the same. People are often very reluctant 
to admit they need help, they feel they are a burden and 
many felt that the best way forward was to struggle on 
alone. What they found was that by delegating some of 
their daily tasks to us it gave them a consistent routine, a 
purpose and a return of self-worth that is so often lacking 
in people who are living alone or at a distance from their 
relatives. 

One important issue is the cost of Home Care which can 
often be the stumbling block for people considering the 
service. “Quite often people will qualify for the Attendance 
Allowance that is available as a Government Benefit (check 
out www.gov.uk/attendance-allowance) 

Michelle pointed out. “Unfortunately up to 80% of people 
do not know that they are entitled to the Attendance 
Allowance, many assume that they do not fit the profile 
but many do. This can make a massive difference as it 
can pay up to £51.85 per week towards their care costs. 
One of the first things we do for any new or prospective 
clients is to guide them through the process”. 

Caring for an ageing relative is a skilled task. 
It is made more difficult as memory tends 
to fade with age and people begin to lose 
their memories which family members 
find difficult to cope with. With loss 
of memory comes loss of self worth. 
Stiled Home Services Staff are trained 
specifically to deal this issue. “We 
can often slow the process down 
for our clients as we start a 
Reminiscence Book”, says 



Michelle. “We record lots of personal information about 
the client, where they lived, worked, went to school and 
other important aspects of their life. This helps them 
keep those memories and more importantly gives our 
staff key insights into the person they are caring for. This 
helps to strengthen the bond between the carer and the 
client” 

The most important aspect of releasing relative’s time 
from the care they provide is that they can go back to 
being the relative. This improves the quality and the 
length of time they spend with their loved one at a very 
important part of their life. This can reduce stress all 
round as the weight of responsibility is shared with Stiled 
Home Services. 

Stiled can provide as little as half an hour a week and 
upwards. They even undertake night sits for times when 
clients are unwell or recovering from treatment. “We are 
flexible in our approach but create routines that our clients 
become comfortable with. Our staff are the key, they 
communicate between themselves so that continuity and 
consistency are not compromised. We do not engage in 
“call cramming” like some agencies do. We understand 
our clients sometimes need a bit more time and attention 
and we allow the staff to pick up on this and deliver the 
best service we possibly can. 

If we were able to arrange our own care now we would 
undoubtedly ensure we get the best we could. This 
is the minimum that our loved ones deserve at a time 
when it counts the most. With Stiled Home Services 
you can regain peace of mind and improve the quality 
of the time you have left with your loved ones. Just call 
for a confidential chat about your circumstances and 
you’ll find the weight being lifted straight away. It’s 
time to care... 


What Their 
Clients Say. 


“From my initial meeting with the owner of the 
agency everything has been organised in a caring 
manner. She attended Social Service Meetings 
so knew from the start exactly what issues would 
need addressing. As well as providing morning 
and evening care the staff takes my parents to 
appointments and does jobs around the house. 
Stiled’s aim was to stop me being the carer so I 
could become the daughter again. This aim was 
fulfilled within days of them taking over. I know 
my parents are cared for. The peace of mind is 
wonderful. 

Elizabeth F (Daughter of clients) 

I have an elderly cousin once removed who lives 
alone, has psychotic depression and for whom I 
had the power of attorney. I was at my wits end 
trying to look after her (I live 3 A of an hour away) 
and liaise with all the relevant services etc. I first 
booked Stiled Home Services to come in and do 
her shopping to at least relieve me of that, my 
relative was frightened of anyone but me coming 
in. Since then SHS have taken over her per¬ 
sonal care and her housework. Her mental state 
is now better than it has been for years and she 
looks forward to them coming each day - they 
are wonderful. 

Alison W (Relative) 

Friendly, professional staff who visit my mother 
twice a week (and occasional weekends) whilst 
I am at work. They help to give peace of mind 
that my mother is OK and that someone is there 
for her while I ‘m away. Someone for her to talk 
to and can listen with an interest whilst still keep¬ 
ing a confidence, is sometimes just simply of 
great benefit to her. 

Alan P (Son of Client) 



YOUR LOVED ONE NEEDS CARE 
THERE’S NO PLACE LIKE HOME 


ABOUT STILED 
HOME SERVICES 

Here at Stiled Home Services our aim 
is to aid our clients in their own homes 
to maintain their independence and their 
feeling of self worth and dignity. 

| We offer a fully bespoke home care 
service which can be tailored to suit all 
your needs. All our clients have different 
requirements which is why we are on 
hand to deal with any situation, from 
short term to long term. 

| Temporary respite care replaces the 
normal care provided by family members 
or a friend, giving them a break from the 
responsibility of providing continual 
care. 

| Short-term care to attend to someone that 
has been discharged from a hospital and 
requires care during healing Long-term 
support and friendship for someone who 
is beginning to struggle with living by 
themselves, but who doesn’t want to be 
forced into move to a nursing home. 


Personal Care 

• Bathing - maintain personal hygiene 

• Toilet needs 

• Cooking meals 

• Mealtime assistance 

• Prompt Medication 

• Personal appearance to Hair Care 

Household tasks 

• Housework 

• Shopping 

• Washing/ironing 

• Repairs to clothes 

• Collecting pensions, prescriptions 

• Paying bills 


Movement 

• Mobility around the house 

• Getting into and out of bed 

• Using simple equipment 

• Completing tasks outside of the 
house - shopping etc. 

• Activities throughout the day 

Social Connection 

• Discussion and Chats 

• Remaining in touch with 
friends and family 

• Pursuing interests and hobbies 

• Keeping pet animals 


we take care of 

EVERYTHING 



STILED HOME 
SERVICES OBJECTIVES 

We offer skilled, trustworthy home care to enable people to 
live in their home as happily as they would normally. All our 
clients are treated with maximum respect, not just personally 
but relatives and friends also.Uphold the human and citizenship 
rights for our clients and those who visit them. 

We will always support the decisions of our clients and advise 
them should this be needed.At the same time, we like to 
encourage our clients to participate in outings and activities 
they will certainly enjoy. Confidential approach is always taken 
and anything our staff are told is strictly kept to themselves 



Stiled Home Services 42 Halesowen Road, Halesowen West Midlands B62 9AY 


www.stiled-homeservices.co.uk ^ 0121 421 3733 / 0121 421 3715 
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SAVE POUNDS ON YOUR FJJEL BILLS 
WITH OUR ENERGY RATED WINDOWS 

JANUARY SALE 6 FLAT 
WINDOWS ANY SIZE 



£1450 


fitted 


Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS -Free Design service 

■ 10 yr Insurance back guarantee 
Visit OUT WGuSltG! "Secured by design Quality Products ‘‘ 

www.midlandupvc.co.uk '" i " d °™ s & Doors f .„ 

r ■ All built and installed by our own fitters 

ISIo Hidcd&n extras very comypGtitwG price 





3x3 Edwardian Conservatory 

£5000 

Tiles and Electrics Included 


Fantastic new Door Range 


As seen on the 

BBC DIY SOS 





SPECIAL OFFER 

PVC Door- 
From 


Also Special Offers on Conservatories 



ALL AREAS COVERED O I 384 234 I 70 
After 5pm O I 384 429 I 52 


sales@midlandupvc.co.uk 

OFFICE HOURS Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm 


NEWS 

Ducks off, water's back 
as river levels hit event 



Bewdley mayor, John Latham, with Lions president Terry 
White, best dressed duck winner, George Harding, 
second place is Ozzy Beswick, both from Bewdley 

- Picture by Colin Hill 



The barricades in place in Bewdley as the River Severn 
swells creating high water levels 



The extent of the swell, as indicated by the covered up 
arches of the bridge over the Severn at Bewdley 


ORGANISERS of Bewdley’s 
traditional duck race are 
hopeful of rescheduling the 
event for later in the year after 
it was postponed due to the 
swollen River Severn. 

Following weeks of heavy rain 
andwith the river still yet to reach its 
peak, Kidderminster and District 
Lions Club was forced to cancel 
Tuesday’s New Year event. 

The club has been hosting the race 


for around 20 years and it was the first 
time it has been called off. 

Talks are now under way to re¬ 
arrange the race with Easter Bank 
Holiday weekend among the sugges¬ 
tions. The Environment Agency said 
the river level was expected to peak at 
more than 4.12 metres. 

Flood barriers are in place along Sev- 
ernside North and South and officials 
said they were continuing to monitor 
the situation. The race was postponed 
due to fears for the safety of canoists 
who gather the ducks after the event. 


Despite the New Year’s Day race being 
called off, a couple of youngsters still 
turned out with their homemade ducks 
for the fancy dress competition. 

Terry White, president of the Kid¬ 
derminster and District Lions Club 
said said everyone had been “disap¬ 
pointed” it could not go ahead. 

But he praised the the two young¬ 
sters - George Harding and Ozzy 
Beswick, both aged three, for still 
turning out with their colourful cre¬ 
ations and were rewarded with prizes. 







London Theatre Breaks 



Choose your show, price band* and how you want to travel 

Coach inclusive breaks Selected weekend departures 

FROM £129.95 (Saturday Night) 

FROM £139.95 (Dine and Dance) 

Take in a top West End show and have some free time in London for shopping and sightseeing. For the Dine and Dance option see the matinee 
performance before heading back to the hotel for dinner and disco (conditions apply). For the Saturday Night option you will see the evening 
performance. For both breaks the price includes a theatre ticket, overnight stay in a four-star outer London hotel, with full English breakfast (plus 
dinner for Dine and Dance options). Pick ups offered are Dudley, Shrewsbury, Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 

Rail inclusive breaks Departures most weekends 

FROM £139.95 

Catch the Theatre Express and enjoy a super two-day weekend break in the capital. There’s a choice of London hotels and your ticket is for a 
Saturday evening performance. Rail travel is standard class with the option to upgrade. Depart Saturday morning/early afternoon from Birmingham 
New Street, Shrewsbury, Stafford or Wolverhampton, returning on the Sunday afternoon/early evening to give plenty of free time for shopping and 
sightseeing. Stay the Friday evening too for an additional cost. 

Self-drive breaks Departures most weekends 

FROM £99.95 (Friday Night) 

FROM £109.95 (Saturday Night) 

The self-drive break is for one evening staying either on the Friday night or Saturday night in a three or four-star hotel. You will see the evening 
performance: for Friday night you will have a top price ticket and for Saturday evening there is a choice of price bands. Stay extra nights for a 
reasonable supplement (subject to availability). 

* The “from” price and price bands vary for each show - see brochure for details. Single room supplements apply. 


Arranged by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 


For a theatre brochure please call (01902) 319999 (Monday to Friday, 9am-5pm), 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 

Please read brochure/web page for full information plus terms and conditions 
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NEWS 


Hoax fire calls drop but 
still above 3,000 a year 


Rain brings down wall 



Villager Bob Clarke stands near the 

THE wet weather has taken its toll 
on a wall in Kinver causing it to col¬ 
lapse on to a main route into the 
village. Safety barricades have now 
been put up around the landslide 
spot in Mill Lane. 

Piles of rubble still remain at the 
site and inspectors from Stafford¬ 
shire County Council have visited to 
assess the damage. 

Temporary traffic lights have also 
been installed to allow motorists to 
drive around the bricks. The road 


collapsed wall on Mill Lane, Kinver 

had to be closed for several days 
before being and reopened. 

Villager Bob Clarke said the land¬ 
slide had happened just before 
Christmas. “It has no doubt been 
caused by all of the rain we’ve been 
having,” he said. 

He added the closure had left the 
village cut off as traffic was forced to 
follow a one and a half-mile detour. 

On Christmas Eve there was a 
landslide at Red Hill, off Brook 
Road, Stourbridge. 


MORE than 3,000 hoax calls were 
received by West Midlands Fire 
Service ini 2 months, new figures 
have now revealed. 

The service received the calls in the finan¬ 
cial year 2011/2012, and although this 
number is expected to have dropped dra¬ 
matically in this financial year’ which runs 
from April through to March, fire chiefs 
expect to have received close to 1,000 hoax 
calls. 

In 2011/2012 the service received 3,313 
hoax calls, sending engines to 1,128 of the 
false incidents. 

This was only slightly down on the previ¬ 
ous year when they received 3,554 hoax 
calls, and sent engines out 1,457 times. Fire 
Control staff will actively challenge people if 
they suspect them of being hoax callers. 

The service’s sophisticated computer 
software will also alert staff if a certain 
phone number or address has been used in 
a hoax call before. 

Sandwell councillor and Fire Authority 
chairman John Edwards said: “It just gives 
us a little more information to help us chal¬ 
lenge a caller to check to see whether it is a 
hoax. 

“We are bringing the number of hoax calls 
we go to down, but there are still too many.” 

He added: “I expect the drop in the 
number of hoax calls is due to education in 
schools about the danger and seriousness of 
the calls.” 

Under a new scheme, fire control staff at 
the service’s headquarters in Birmingham 
also operate a call challenge system when 
automatic fire alarms activate, to assess 
whether there is a need to send a fire engine. 

This does not apply to premises where 
people's lives could be at risk. 

Students take plunge 

KIDDERMINSTER College students 
reached new heights during a rock-climbing 
day at a Bewdley landmark. Twelve abseiled 
down Blackstone Rock as part of their uni¬ 
formed public services diploma course. 


b Your Old Suite 

LookiriR a little tired and worn??? 



FULL RE-UPHOLSTERY 
SERVICE 

• 35 Years Experience • All Work Guaranteed • 1000s of Fabrics 
• Prompt Efficent Service • Discount for OAP’s 


FREE ESTIMATES 


Sofa Style 

Chatsworth House, Hayes Lane, Lye, Nr Stourbridge DY9 8RD 

_ OI384 892018 _ 

OPEN Mon - Sat 10am - 4pm 






Tenby / Eastbourne / Weston-s-Mare / Bournemouth / Folkestone 
Weymouth / Llandudno / Blackpool / Ilfracombe / Scarborough 
Torquay / Isle 0! Fight / Skegness/ Exmouth / City Breaks 
5 "Pnom Odtfi (hKlQfij 

Local I^icl<n/y Loints 

1)1803 21290C 

Torquay Travel, 78 Avenue Road, Torquay, TQ2 5LF 
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Purrfect Ann is 
nominated for 



A DEDICATED animal vol¬ 
unteer has been nominated 
to receive an award for her 
commitment to the PDSA. 

Ann Evans, aged 69, from 
Codsall, has been shortlisted 
for the charity’s Special 
Achievement award. 

Mrs Evans has spent the 
last two years giving her 
time to the charity by 
helping out in their public 
relations office, sending out 
letters and carrying out 
research. 

PDSA’s PR manager 
Deryck Wilson, who nomi¬ 
nated retired secretary Ann 
for the award, said that 
despite suffering major 
health issues in the past year 
she remained dedicated to 
the charity. 

He said: “Ann really does 
care for the charity and will 
do her best to spend as much 
time helping us as she can.” 


award 



Ann Evans, from Codsall, 
with rescue cat William 


Table top sale 
to aid funds 

A TABLE top sale is due to 
be held at Codsall Village 
Hall on Sunday, January 20. 

Books, clothes, toys and 
CD’s will be on sale from 
12pm and stallholders can 
arrive at 11am. 

Prices for tables start at 
£6 and admission is 50p for 
adults. Profits will go to 
village hall funds. For details 
phone 01902 843412 or 
email manager@codsallvil- 
lagehall.co.uk 


Chance to go 
on pilgrimage 

MEMBERS of a Codsall 
church are planning a tour 
of Taize in France this 
summer. 

A nine-day pilgrimage has 
been organised by Holy 
Cross Church on Bilbrook 
Road and is open to people 
aged between 15 and 35. 

Anyone interested in 
joining the visit should 
phone 01902 847069 or for 
more details email 
hannah @ holy cross, bil- 
brook.info 


Honour for stroke victim 
who turned into a helper 


A WOMAN who has battled back after a dev¬ 
astating stroke is now helping other suffer¬ 
ers - and has been honoured with a special 
certificate. Chris Charles, from Stourton, now 
volunteers for Dudley Stroke Association. 


She helps in its Pensnett 
office, taking on the roles of 
trustee and committee 
member and knitting to 
raise money. 

Now she has received a 
“Life After Stroke” certifi¬ 
cate, which was presented 
to her by ITV’s Central 
Tonight’s Bob Warman. 

Chris, aged 69, suffered a 
stroke five years ago, 
leaving her with mobility 
problems, short-term 
memory loss and slurred 
speech. 

Despite suffering two 
“mini strokes” since, 
during 2011, she has 
carried on devoting herself 
to helping others. 

She said: “I feel very 
humble to have received a 
certificate. I have been 
trying to rebuild my life 
and started volunteering 
for the Stroke Association 
to give something back for 


J by Louise Jew 

the help I’ve received from 
the group.” 

Chris used to be carer to 
her husband David, who 
was forced to retire from 
his job as a Wombourne 
police officer about 20 years 
ago after a road accident. 

She was among nine West 
Midlands people who were 
presented with “Life After 
Stroke” certificates after 
being nominated by family 
and friends. 

At the ceremony, Bob 
Warman said “A stroke can 
have a devastating impact 
on people’s lives but Chris 
has truly shown that there 
is life after stroke. She has 
shown great courage.” 

Nominations for the 2013 
awards can be made by 
calling 0207 566 1540 or by 
sending an email to 
lasa@stroke.org.uk 


Sleigh pulls in £l f 500 

STOURBRIDGE and Brierley Hill Round Table’s annual 
Christmas sleigh outings raised nearly £1,500 for charity. 
The money will be donated to Living Springs, based at 
Stourton, near Stourbridge, which provides care and 
support to vulnerable children and their families. Round 
Table chairman Dan Saunders said: “We are delighted to 
have raised this amount.” 



Stroke survivor and award-winner Chris Charles with TV presenter Bob Warman 


Traditional 
theme to 
fundraiser 

TETTENHALL & District 
Round Table is putting on an 
evening of traditional Scot¬ 
tish dance to raise money for 
life-limited children. 

Kilt-wearing dancers will 
fill Tettenhall Wood United 
Reform Church, on Mount 
Road, for the Ceilidh on 
January 26 at 7.30pm. 

In keeping with the tradi¬ 
tional Gaelic theme, haggis 
neeps and tatties will be 
served up. 

Potential 

And Birmingham musi¬ 
cians The Burdock Band will 
be on hand to provide live 
music. 

Richard Unwin, social sec¬ 
retary of Tettenhall & Dis¬ 
trict Round Table, said: 
“We’re looking for potential 
members to come along but 
everyone is welcome.” 

Tickets cost £15. To book, 
call Richard Unwin on 
07889 807367. The money 
will go to the Round Table 
Children’s Wish charity. 

New station for 
police briefings 

TETTENHALL police are to 
begin holding their morning 
briefings in Pendeford in an 
effort to improve efficiency. 

The Tettenhall Regis & 
Wightwick team will be 
parading with Oxley officers 
at the Pendeford police 
station from January 21. 

A police spokesperson said 
the move would not affect 
patrol numbers and police 
would return to work as 
normal after their initial 
meetings. 


^^3I t Iav el 



Day excursion, Saturday 8 June 2013 


An unprecedented live experience, exploding with heart-pounding music, 
passionate romance and sensationally sexy dancing. 

Seen by millions across the globe this worldwide smash-hit tells the classic 
story of Baby and Johnny, two fiercely independent young spirits from different 

worlds, who come together in what will be the most challenging and triumphant summer of their lives, 
Featuring hit songs, including Hungry Eyes, Hey Baby, Do You Love Me? and the heart stopping 
I've Had The Time of My Life. 

Don't miss your chance to see this truly spectacular musical theatre event. 

You'll have the time of your life. 

• A Grand Tier seat with a face value of £22.50 for the matinee performance of Dirty Dancing at the Palace Theatre, 
Manchester. Upgrade to Circle seats with a face value of £38.50 for a supplement of £20pp or stalls tickets face value 
£48.50 for a supplement of £30pp 

• Free time in Manchester 

• Return coach travel from Dudley, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


To book call: 0152437500 quote WOL 
or book online at: www.starextra.theatre.travel 


Organised by Omega Holidays, ABTAV4782. Subject to availability. 


Wednesday, June 19 
Etihad Stadium, Manchester 
Day excursion from £99. 95 

After three spectacular sell-out shows at London's 
02 Arena in November, Robbie Williams is to 
perform at Manchester’s Etihad Stadium next 
June. 

One of the world’s most successful recording 
artists, with a record 17 Brit Awards, 10 UK 
number one albums and seven UK number one 
singles including Angels and Millennium, the 
Take That star is expected to perform tracks 
from his recent album Take the Crown, which 
went straight in at number one along with its 
lead single Candy, the fast-selling male artist 
single of 2012. 
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& WINDOWS 


DOORS 




Open 7 days a week Monday-Friday 9am-8pm Saturday & Sunday 9am-6pm 

www.hispecwindows.co.uk 


*Offer closes 30/4/12. Applies to two windows or more. New government 
ligislation requires all home-owners to ensure any double glazing products 
fitted to their homes from October 2010 hold a minimum Grade C Energy 
Index Certificate. Many cheaper products sold by our competitors fail to 
meet these requirements We would like to assure our customers that all of 
our products meet or exceed Grade C Certification. 


FREEFONE : 0800 0075 312 


HIGH-SPEC 

Windows & Conservatories Ltd 






'fm 

OFF DEALSj at 


HIGH-SPEC 


Windows & Conservatories Ltd 


BEATtTHISIFORl WINDOWS'any,sizc 


FROM Dim 


Energy Window 


CONSERVATORIES ^ 

ifc/M W3M lONLYj £4f999 , 1 
V4M fX{3MONW £5,5>S>9/ 1 

^MW4M(dNLYi£6X. ^ 




Use our 20 years industry experience of window fitting, as 


well as the supply and manufacture of Windows, Doors, and 




Conservatories. Outlets are located throughout the 


GETrYOURiWINDOWSlDIREGTiFROM 


Midlands, UK. The company provides a range of services to 


home owners and has a vast number of highly satisfied clients. 
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NEWS 

in brief 


Plans sent in to 
clear brick site 

PLANS to demolish old 
buildings on the site of a 
historic former brick¬ 
works to make way for 
100 new homes, a craft vil¬ 
lage and nursing home 
have been lodged. 

Work is moving forward 
on the project after the 
scheme at Baggeridge was 
given the go-ahead by the 
Government last month. 

David Wilson Homes 
and Weinerberger were 
granted outline planning 
permission by the Plan¬ 
ning Inspectorate. 

Detailed designs for the 
the site in Gospel End, 
Sedgley, are also being 
drawn up and will be sub¬ 
mitted to council chiefs in 
the summer. 

A planning application 
has been submitted to the 
authority to demolish the 
buildings. 

Group donates 
cash to charities 

A DOG training group in 
Stourbridge has donated 
£900 for two charities. 

Stourbridge Dog Train¬ 
ing Class raised the money 
over the past year. 

The group meets at 
Wollescote Community 
Centre, Wassell Road. 

The cash went to 
Friends of the Animals, 
and Far Forest Dog Rescue. 

Helpers needed 

Dudley Advocacy is looking 
to recruit helpers to work 
with vulnerable adults who 
have learning disabilities. 
Information sessions will 
be held at 10am at Hale¬ 
sowen Library January 10, 
Sedgley Library January 
11, Kings winford Library 
January 14. 


Pathway may be sealed off 
to cut down on yob problem 


A FOOTPATH which is a “magnet for bad behaviour” could be closed 
off to stop yobs congregating on steps in Quarry Bank. Residents 
have long complained about the walkway between Robin Hood Road 
and Marion Close. 

A petition signed by 35 people calling for action was handed in to council chiefs. Coun¬ 
cillor Bryan Cotterill said work was under way to gate off the path following a rise in anti¬ 
social behaviour. The council is looking to make an order under the Highways Act to shut 


Shop worker 
stole £4,500 

A WORKER pocketed £4,500 after deleting 
items sold from his cash register’s records 
during an 11-month scam at a Halesowen 
store, a court heard. 

Father-of-six Firoz Upadhey, aged 41, 
began siphoning cash from 99p Stores as he 
struggled to “keep the household afloat” as 
his wife only worked 10-hours a week as a 
dinner lady. Upadhey worked for the budget 
shop in the Cornbow Shopping Centre. 

But officials at the firm’s loss prevention 
department grew increasingly suspicious 
when they noticed the number of items 
being deleted from Upadhey’s till receipts. 

Mr Nigel James, prosecuting, said: “Mr 
Upadhey denied the allegation but when 
shown CCTV footage, he admitted he was 
entering the delete code and keeping the 
cash difference.” 

He added Upadhey co-operated with 
police and admitted taking £4,500 in total 
between January 1, 2012 and November 2, 
2012. Upadhey, of Normandy Road, Perry 
Barr, Birmingham, pleaded guilty to a 
charge of theft during a court hearing on 
Monday. He was given a 12 month commu¬ 
nity order with 200 hours’ unpaid work and 
ordered to pay back the £4,500 in compen¬ 
sation. Upadhey will also pay £85 court 
costs and a £60 victim surcharge. 

Mr Kally Sahota, defending, said Upad¬ 
hey is deeply ashamed about this. 


it. The work is expected to cost £3,500. 

The path runs parallel to a private drive 
to three properties, it is approximately 30 
metres long, and two metres wide with 
steps and has a handrail on one side. 

It is often used as a part of a route from 
the village to the Merry Hill shopping cen¬ 
tre. 

But police said there had been complaints 
from neighbours who were being plagued by 
anti-social behaviour. 

The number of problems has “signifi¬ 
cantly increased” during the past two years, 
officers say. 

Reduction 

A report says: “It is strongly believed that 
if the alleyway was permanently closed 
there would be a marked reduction in crime 
and anti-social behaviour as individuals 
would have no cause or desire to use this 
area of the estate.” 

Councillor Cotterill said: “I don’t think 
many people would want to live by these 
steps. 

“They are a magnet for bad behaviour, 
and the residents have suffered terribly. 

“I am very supportive of the footpath 
being closed off,” he added. 

“It has also been supported by the police, 
who want to reduce the anti-social behav¬ 
iour for the residents. 

“There is also a safety issue because the 
steps lead to a turning point in the road.” 

Cabinet member for transportation and 
community safety, Councillor Judy Foster, 
said councillors are due to make a decision 
on whether to make a temporary gating 
order to close the footpath on January 18. 


Jobs saved as firm is bought 



From left, Brian Hamblin from Chantrey Vellacott DFK 
with Linecross chairman/ financial director David 
Austin and managing director Stuart Fry 


WORKERS of a failing Hale¬ 
sowen manufacturing firm 
have had their jobs saved 
thanks to a buy-out by 
another Midlands company. 

Around 48 employees from 
BI Composites Ltd, Coombs 
Road, Halesowen were saved 
after competitor Linecross 
Ltd bought it for an undis¬ 
closed sum. 

The future of the company 
had seemed uncertain after 
it went into receivership in 
November last year. 

Linecross, which spe¬ 
cialises in polyurethane com¬ 
ponents, is expected to 
increase its turnover by £8 
million next year thanks the 
acquisition of the Green 
Lane Coombs Road site and 
another plant in Cannock. 

Managing Director Stuart 
Fry said the business has 
grown steadily since a man¬ 
agement buyout in 2003 and 
the acquisition of BI Com¬ 
posites, which has been 
renamed Linecross Compos¬ 
ites, fits in well with the 
firm’s long-term expansion 
plans. 

“We are delighted to have 
completed the deal to buy BI 
Composites and with it safe¬ 
guard the future of a signifi¬ 
cant number of jobs,” said 
Fry. Linecross and BI Com¬ 
posites are both innovative 
and creative companies,” he 
added. 


We were 
let down 
claim on 
decision 

CAMPAIGNERS in Hagley 
have spoken of their disap¬ 
pointment after losing their 
battle to stop plans for the 
homes - as they vowed to 
continue to fight the devel¬ 
opment. 

Hagley Parish Council 
chairman Steve Colella said 
they would now be consider¬ 
ing whether to launch a 
legal challenge over the deci¬ 
sion. 

Concerns had been raised 
by residents who feared the 
scheme would put pressure 
on existing services and lead 
to increased noise and air 
pollution. Mr Colella said: 
“There are valid reasons 
why this application should 
not have been approved but 
they’ve been dismissed. 

“The majority of people in 
Hagley do not want this 
development but they have 
been ignored.” But he said 
campaigners would not give 
up and were now going to 
consider their options. 

“I’ve been asked by the 
parish council to consider 
applying for a judicial review 
and we will be looking into 
that over the next couple of 
days,” he added. 

Resident Fran Evans, of 
Kidderminster Road said 
she felt “angry” and “disap¬ 
pointed” by the decision. 


Recycling cards 

PEOPLE can recycle their 
Christmas cards at Sains- 
bury’s stores in Amblecote 
and Merry Hill until Janu¬ 
ary 15. 



Talk to us today Tor a Tree, aj^q/i OEA4EA 
no obligation quote on: vl OOU1 Jv 


Oakham Direct Maintenance 

Property Refurbishment Specialists 


Complete Kitchens & Bathroom Renovations 

including Carpentry, Electrics, Plastering and Tiling 



Plumbing and heating 


Central Heating 
Professionally Installed 
Serviced and Repaired 



From £ 1,950 

(Combi, 7 rads, flue and timer) 

Supply & Fit or Fit Only 



• All Work Guaranteed • Over 20 yrs Experience 


For a free quote call Steve: 

07706 956306 


ATTENTION 

If you are a GAS or ELECTRICITY customer of 

THE FOLLOWING ENERGY SUPPLIERS: 

BRITISH GAS • EOF ENERGY • EON • N. POWER 
• SCOTTISH POWER 
• SCOTTISH & SOUTHERN ENERGY 
SCOTTISH HYDRO • SCOTTISH GAS 
SOUTHERN ELECTRIC 
UTILITY WAREHOUSE • VIRGIN 
• TOTAL GAS & POWER 

Due to legislation you could be eligible for 

£5000 Compensation 

THE ENERGY COMPENSATION BUREAU can help. 

Tel: 01785 211221 

_ EMAILadmin@energycompensation.co.uk _ 



“We have found that 60% of 
our business comes from our 
advert in the Chronicle” 

LB plastering services 

To find out how you can advertise 
from as little as a week, 

CONTACT 

RYAN COOPER 

01384 353 227 














































www.expressandstar.com/free-editions HALESOWEN CHRONICLE, THURSDAY, JANUARY 10 2013 Page 23 



Harlequin Dance C lub 


St ^i ptlVg lC d uIt Berniers Dane^^ass 
If TmSgelebs CanJoSlItlSo 

MBSari YOU!!! 

Waltz, Foxtrot, Salsa, 
Quickstep, Cha Cha, 
Rock n Roll, Rumba etc. 

Commencing On 



Lapal Primary School, Priory Road, Lapal B62 OBZ 

Also Classes For Those Who Have Danced Before 


Tel: Janet 0121 422 3032 

email oioiak@bluevonder.co.uk 

v^^ffirlequin-dancexo.uk 

Find us on FACEB00K 



SWIMMING LESSONS AT THE ORCHARD 
AND MEADOWS SCHOOL IN OLDBURY 

Week Day Afternoons and Weekends 

Ideal size pool for beginners and improvers 

Small friendly classes (1 Instructor in the water to 6 pupils) 

Baby and Pre-school Classes also available (prices on request) 

ADULT CLASSES NOW AVAILABLE ON SATURDAYS & SUNDAYS 

Phone Heidi on 0121 550 6265 


Visiting 
Chiropodist 

HCP Registered 

Mr Edward G Tudor 

MSSCh MBChA 

Telephone 

0121-550-9647 

Servicing Halesowen 
Rowley Regis, Cradley and Oldbury 




C5jl > Leasowes Sports Centre 


tent Rd, Halesowen. B62 8PJ 0121422 3303 

Truehealth andfitness.co.uk 


Class Timetable 2013 

1) Pay as you Go 

Gym Session - £4.50 

V* hour Class - £2.50 

45 mins Class -£3.50 

1 hour Class - £4.50 

1 % hour £5.50 

2) Monthly 

Membership 

£27 Unlimited 
Access to Gym 
& All Classes 

3) lO Session 
Pre Pay Pass 

£40 for 10 
A§§jj|f Sessions 
4^.-/ (Saving £5) 

No Joining Fee, 
No Contract 

1 DAY 

TIMES 

CLASS 

Monday 

18.00-19.00 

Aerobics 

19.00-20.00 

Boxercise 

20.00-21.00 

Bokwa 

Tuesday 

18.00-19.00 

Zumba 

19.00-20.00 

Circuit 

19.30-21.00 

FitnessYoga 

Wednesday 

18.00-18.30 

Hi/Lo Aerobics 

18.30-19.30 


19.30-20.30 

Pilates 

Thursday 

17.30-18.15 

Family Bokwa 

18.30-19.30 

Military Circuit 

19.30-20.30 

Zumba 

Saturday 

9.30-10.15 

Zumba Blast 

Sunday 

10.00-11.00 

Zumba 

11.00-12.00 

Pilates 

17.00-18.00 

Military Circuit 



f t 


M-Mm 


Unisex 

Fitness Centre 

« Cardio'Resistance Free Weights 

•Doulton Road Unit F 
•Rowley Regis* B65 8JQ 

T: 01384 638558 
M: 07721 783291 

www.ultimate-fitness.org.uk 
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star extraTRAVEL 

( 01902 ) 319999 (Mon to Fri, 9am to 5pm) 
or go to expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


STAR EXTRA TRAVEL, the travel department of the Express & Star, 
offers a wide range of short breaks and holidays. For your secu¬ 
rity, our tour operators are members of ABTA - the Travel Associ¬ 
ation and hold an ATOL (Air Travel Organisers Licence) for holi¬ 
days by air. Prices are per person (unless otherwise stated). 
Please note Star Extra Travel is unable to take 
bookings over the telephone. Please read brochures/web pages 
for full description plus terms and conditions. Dates subject to 
availability. Coach pick up points offered: Dudley, Shrewsbury, 
Telford, Walsall and Wolverhampton. 


Paris by Eurostar 



On your first morning a coach will take you on a 
comprehensive sightseeing tour of the city, during which 
you will see L’Arc de Triomphe, the Eiffel Tower, Champs 
Elysees, river Seine, the Louvre, in fact almost every 
famous landmark you will ever have heard of. 

This is followed by a short drive to Versailles where you 
can visit the majestic palace home of Louis XIV 
(admission payable locally) and the typically provincial 
French market town of Versailles itself. 


Torquay 

Cruise and Steam 


Four days 

departing April 19, July 12 and 19 



PRICE FROM 


£239 


•Return coach travel 

•Three nights half-board accommodation 
•Visits to Torquay, Dartmouth, Buckfast Abbey, Plymouth 
and Exeter 

•Journey on the Dartmouth Steam Railway 
•Cruise on the River Dart 
•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


London Shopping 
Breaks 


During the evening the coach will take you on a tour of Paris 'By Night 1 . The whole city is a work of art with 


monuments and buildings illuminated with the majestic Eiffel Tower dominating the skyline. 


Two days selected monthly departure dates 


The Isle of Man 


Four days departing April 5 



PRICE FROM 


£319 


•Return coach and ferry travel 
•Three nights half-board accommodation 
•Two Round-the-lsland tours, accompanied by local 
guides (one full-day, one half-day) 

•Entertainment on one evening 
•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability -supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


Pompeii, Capri 

and the Bay of Naples 


Eight various departure dates 


The next morning a visit is made to one of the most 
picturesque and atmospheric quarters of Paris, 
Montmartre, home of the artists and street entertainers, 
with of course the whole area dominated by the white 
domed basilica of the Sacre-Coeur. 

There will also be free time in the city. Perhaps take a 
trip up the Eiffel Tower, a cruise on the River Seine, a 
browse amongst the antique shops, a wander around 
the picturesque gardens or take your time to visit Paris’ 
incredible range of attractions. 


a£Ss£3S=— 

3£$£SSS?5=ft- 

Services of a tour manager 
’ap n pfe r °° ms SUbie0t t0 availabilit y - supplement 


Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744) 



PRICE FROM 


£ 99. 95 


•Return coach travel 

•Overnight half-board accommodation 

•Free time in London for shopping and sightseeing 

•Services of a coach driver/tour representative 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Omega Holidays (ABTA V4782) 



PRICE FROM 


£699 


•Return flights 

•Seven nights half-board accommodation 

•Guided tours of Pompeii and Sorrento 

•Visits to Naples and Ravello 

•Cruise to Capri 

•Visit to the volcano of Vesuvius 

•Tour of the Amalfi coast 

•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 
Certain entrance fees payable locally 
Organised by Riviera Travel (ABTA V4744, ATOL 3430) 


The John Smith’s Strawberry Fields Moscow and 

Grand National and Penny Lane St. Petersburg 


Two days departing April 6 


Two days 

departing June 15 and September 21 



PRICE FROM 


£125 


•Return coach travel 
•Overnight half-board accommodation 
•Entrance to the Steeplechase enclosure (upgrade to 
Tattersalls enclosure offered) 

•Visit to Chester 
•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 



PRICE FROM 


£99 


•Return coach travel 

•Overnight half-board accommodation 

•Fully guided “Beatles Coach Tour” of Liverpool 

•Journey on the legendary “Ferry ‘Cross the Mersey” 

•Free time in Liverpool 

•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Six days various departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£829 


•Return flights 

•Two nights bed and breakfast accommodation in both 
Moscow and St Petersburg 

•Overnight sleeper train from Moscow to St Petersburg 
•Guided tours of Moscow and St Petersburg 
•Optional excursions available 
•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Easter break 

Walking on the Gower and 
Pembrokeshire Coast 


Four days departing March 29 



PRICE FROM 


£255 


•Return coach travel 

•Three nights half-board accommodation 
•Two guided walks 

•Visits to Cardiff and The Mumbles, The Gower 
Peninsular and The Pembrokeshire Coast 
•Services of a tour driver 
•Single rooms subject to availability -supplement 
applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


Organised by Newmarket Promotions (ABTA V787X) 


Organised by Newmarket Holidays (ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325) Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


The Thriplow The Best of China 

Daffodil weekend 


Two days departing March 16 



PRICE FROM 


£ 99. 95 


•Return coach travel 
•Overnight half-board accommodation 
•Visit to the Thriplow Daffodil weekend 
•Visit to Cambridge 
•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 


11 days various departure dates 



PRICE FROM 


£ 1,599 


•Return flights and internal flights 
•Nine nights full-board accommodation 
•Visits to: Shanghai’s Old City and Yuyuan Chinese 
Garden; Tiananmen Square, the Forbidden City and the 
Summer Palace; the Temple of Heaven; and Guilin 
•Shanghai city tour and a visit to the Pearl Tower 
•Excursion to the Great Wall and Beijing Zoo 
•Terracotta Army and Xi’an city tour •’Peking Duck’ dinner 
•Trip to Yangshuo with a River Li cruise 
•Services of a tour manager 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Newmarket Holidays (ABTA V7812, ATOL 2325) 


View from the Shard 


Two days departing July 20, October 5 



PRICE FROM 


£139 


•Return coach travel 
•Overnight half-board accommodation 
•Entrance to the View from The Shard accompanied 
by a tour manager 
•Thames cruise 
•Free time in London 
•Services of a tour driver 

•Single rooms subject to availability - supplement applies 


Organised by Diamond Holidays (ABTA W0552) 
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What’s On! Halesowen 


Delightful visit 
to the Gruffalo 

The Gruffalo’s Child, 
Birmingham Town Hall 

JULIA Donaldson and Axel 
Scheffler’s best-selling chil¬ 
dren’s book has been re¬ 
imagined for the stage in 
this delightful production 
by the Tall Stories theatre 
company. 

Using large parts of the 
tale’s phenomenally suc¬ 
cessful predecessor The 
Gruffalo to flesh out the 
action to 50 minutes, the 
show has it all for little ones 
- songs, dance, audience 
participation, laughs and a 
scare or two. 

The cast of three perform 
imaginatively to transform 
the simple set into the ‘deep 
dark wood’ and all the char¬ 
acters are given a 
humourous twist particu¬ 
larly the snake, owl and fox. 

It is a super piece of chil¬ 
dren’s theatre which had 
my three-year-old literally 
on the edge of his seat. 

Runs until January 16. 

David Briggs 

Jeeves is coming 
to church hall show 

PG Wodehouse’s Come on, 
Jeeves is a Dudley theatre 
group’s latest production. 

The comedy will be per¬ 
formed by Wordsley 
Amateur Dramatic Society 
from January 23 to 26. 

The shows will be 
directed by Andrew Wood 
and will see the inimitable 
Jeeves glide into action. 

Performances will be 
staged at Kingswinford 
Methodist Church Hall in 
Stream Road. 

Tickets cost £7 and £6 for 
concessions, call 01384 
273026. 


Dancing with vampires 
and a magical blue genie 


EARLY 2013 is filled with dance delights for 
fans of fancy footwork with acclaimed chore¬ 
ographer Matthew Bourne bringing his latest 
gothic work to Birmingham and the city’s own 
ballet company presenting a UK premiere. 


Strictly Come Dancing 
champion and Olympic 
gymnast Louis Smith will 
lead the line-up of dancing 
celebs and professionals 
when Strictly Come Dancing 
Live comes to Birmingham 
NIA from Friday to Sunday, 
January 18 to 20. 

The classical dance calen¬ 
dar begins on January 26 at 
Birmingham Symphony Hall 
when Deborah Bull com¬ 
peres an Evening of Music 
and Dance with Birmingham 
Royal Ballet. 

Beauty 

It will include a preview of 
David Bintley’s new ballet 
Aladdin plus the Royal Ballet 
Sinfonia performing 

Wagner’s Ride of the 
Valkyries. 

The male dance divas of 
Les Ballets Trockadero de 
Monte Carlo squeeze into 
satin pointe-shoes to enter¬ 
tain at Birmingham Hippo¬ 
drome on February 1 and 2. 

Matthew Bourne’s 

acclaimed Sadler’s Wells pro¬ 
duction of Sleeping Beauty - 


B by Leon Burakowski 

with dancing vampires - is at 
the Hippodrome from 
Febuary 5 to 9. 

More than four years since 
its world premiere in Japan, 
Birmingham Royal Ballet 
director David Bintley at last 
brings his new ballet Aladdin 
to the UK and to the 
company’s home theatre, 
Birmingham Hippodrome, 
for 12 performances from 
February 15. 

The creator of hit ballets 
Hobson’s Choice, Take Five 
and Cinderella has created 
choreography for music com¬ 
posed by Carl Davis. The pro¬ 
duction promises lavish 
production values and an 
incredible blue genie. 

The Russian Royal Ballet 
of Siberia return to Wolver¬ 
hampton Grand Theatre 
next month. They will 
perform The Nutcracker on 
the afternoon of Sunday, Feb¬ 
ruary 17, Coppelia on Febru¬ 
ary 18 evening, and matinee 
and evening performances of 
Swan Lake on February 19. 



Choreographer Matthew Bourne presents a radical revamp of Sleeping Beauty next month Photo by Simon Annand 


Bloody tale of 
a guilty Tsar 

Boris Godunov, 
RSC Swan Theatre, 
Stratford-upon-Avon 

OUTGOING artistic 
director of the Royal 
Shakespeare Company 
Michael Boyd bids farewell 
to Stratford with this grip¬ 
ping, seldom-seen Russian 
classic which is better 
known as a famous opera. 

Adrian Mitchell’s adap¬ 
tation - his last before his 
death in 2008 - delivers 
clarity and pace in Alexan¬ 
der Pushkin’s tale of a 
bloody and guilty tsar and 
the young pretender to his 
imperial throne, set in the 
Russia of 400 years ago. 

Lloyd Hutchinson is 
powerful as a thick-set, 
Ulster-accented Tsar 
Boris, whilst Gethin 
Anthony (from TV’s Game 
Of Thrones) is mercurial 
as the young monk who 
leads a rebellion by posing 
as the true heir, who Boris 
secretly had murdered 
years before. 

Most impressive of all is 
Lucy Briggs-Owen as a 
scheming power-hungry 
Polish princess. 

A stark set, with coat 
hangers for costumes from 
various historic eras, is the 
arena for intensely physi¬ 
cal performances. 

Director Boyd brings 
out Pushkin’s debt to 
Shakespeare tragedies and 
parallels with the modern 
Russia of President Putin 
in this two-hour produc¬ 
tion, fast-paced without an 
interval. 

Boris Godunov contin¬ 
ues in repertoire at the 
Swan until March 30. 

Leon Burakowski 



< Dtfiddleton Summer 


O t I C 1 T O k 


FREE HOME VISITS 
0121 544 4788 

Please contact: 

Rob, Adam or Angela at 

High Tree's House, 1 -9 Pool Lane, Oldbury, Warley, West Midlands B69 4QX 



ACHTUNG - PARTS 
FOR EVEN MORE 
GERMANS! 

NOT ONLY VW-AUDI, BUT ALSO 
SEAT, SKODA & MERCEDES 

CHECK OUR UNBEATABLE PRICES 

UPT0 70% DISCOUNT 
Quality, Service & Value Since 1975 

P.W. EURO PARTS LTD. 

TWO GATES LANE 
HALESOWEN WEST MIDLANDS 

TEL: 01384 567752 & 565300 

www.pweuroparts.com 


LOCHS 

GLENS 


Ceilidh Break 


Inversnaid Hotel 

Loch Lomond National Park stb* 


3 


This 5 day coach break staying at our Inversnaid ’ 
Hotel includes a “Ceilidh Night” (Kay-lee), when you 
will enjoy typical Scottish entertainment with foot 
tapping music provided by accordionists, pipers 
and highland dancers. There will be an excursion 
everyday including Oban, Glencoe, Rannoch Moor, 
The Falkirk Wheel - the world’s only rotating boat 
lift, Callander & the Trossachs. 


All for just 


£186 

per person 


j Your special 
coach departs 
I Thursday 4th April 



Tour includes: 

4 Nights Half Board 
Nightly Entertainment 
All Excursions 
Pickup from Birmingham, 
Smethwick, West 
Bromwich, Dudley, 
Wolverhampton, Walsall 


01389 713713 www.lochs.com 

Holidays are fully bonded. School Road, Gartocharn, G83 8RW 



Glowworm 

Accredited Installer 


^ORCLSTtt^i 

208822 


I GULL CENTRAL HEATING INSTALLATIONS 
I BOILER CHANGES AND CONVERSIONS 

■ COOKERS AND FIRES FITTED 

1 3D DESIGN AND INSTALLATION OF BATHROOMS 

■ LANDLORD SAFETY CHECKS 

I WORCESTER BOSCH ACCREDITED INSTALLER 


Call 01216021690 *07967138579 
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What’s On! 


SATURDAY’S TV 12 . 01.13 

Listings supplied by Press Association 


CHOICE 



Cynthia Nixon 

World Without End 
Channel 4, 9pm 

In theory, Miranda was the 
most low-maintenance of 
the Sex and the City 
quartet, but it may still 
come as a bit of a shock to 
see actress Cynthia Nixon 
removed from New York and 
plonked down in medieval 
England in this epic sequel 
to The Pillars of the Earth. 

In theory, the conflict is now 
over, but that doesn’t mean 
peace has been restored 
for the people of 
Kingsbridge. Caris 
(Charlotte Riley) is working 
to free her father, who has 
been accused of being a 
traitor - although it seems 
her aunt Petranilla (Nixon) 
has her own reasons for 
wanting his release. 


BBC1 

6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday 
Kitchen Live. 11.30 The Good 
Cook. (R) 12.00 BBC News; 
Regional News; Weather. 12.15 
Football Focus. 1.00 Brazil: 
Welcoming the World. (R) 1.30 
Bargain Flunt. 2.30 Live Darts: BDO 
World Championships. 4.30 Final 
Score. 5.15 BBC News; Regional 
News; Weather. 5.30 Animal 
Antics. 

6.00 Richard Hammond’s Secret 
Service. The hidden-camera 
show features a trend-setting 
young lad who is fooled into 
thinking he is the next big 
thing in modern art and a 
single man experiences a 
demanding blind date. 

6.45 Britain’s Brightest. Clare 
Balding hosts the 
intelligence-based game 
show, with six more 
contestants intent on proving 
they have the brain power to 
be crowned Britain’s 
Brightest. 

8.00 The National Lottery: In It to 

Win It. Dale Winton presents 
the quiz in which five 
contestants pit their wits to 
scoop a big cash prize. 

8.50 Casualty. Nick Jordan 

rushes Yvonne into the ED, 
butZoe believes he is 
refusing to accept the 
severity of her condition. 
Robyn discovers Aoife’s 
boyfriend is not as perfect as 
he seems. 

9.40 Mrs Brown’s Boys. Cathy 
goes to extreme lengths to 
impress her boyfriend. (R) 
10.10 BBC News; Weather. 

10.30 Match of the Day. Including 
Everton v Swansea City; 
National Lottery Update. 

11.50The Football League Show. 

Highlights of today’s games. 
1.05 Weatherview. 1.10 BBC News. 


BBC2 

6.00 Film: The Hitch-Hiker. (1953) 

7.15 Film: On Dangerous Ground. 
(1 951) 8.35 Film: Armored Car 
Robbery. (1950) 9.40 The Sky at 
Night. (R) 10.00 A History of 
Britain by Simon Schama. (R) 
11.00 Meet the Ancestors. (R) 

11.30 Map Man. 12.00 Indian Food 
Made Easy. (R) 12.30 Talking 
Pictures. (R) 1.15 Film: Scott of 
the Antarctic. (1948) 3.00 Coast. 
(R) 4.00 Stargazing Live. (R) 5.00 
Stargazing Live. (R) 

6.00 Stargazing Live. Brian Cox 
and Dara 0 Briain discuss 
meteors, comets and 
asteroids, and Liz Bonnin 
meets the Nasa team 
tracking space objects on a 
collision course with Earth. 
Last in the series. (R) 

7.00 Flog It! Paul Martin visits 
Stoke-on-Trent, where he 
meets people eager to sell 
their antiques at auction. (R) 
8.00 Dad’s Army. American 

troops arrive in Walmington- 
on-Sea. (R) 

8.30 Fawlty Towers. Sybil walks 
out on Basil. (R) 

9.00 Ql XL. Stephen Fry hosts an 
extended version of the quiz 
with a difference, with Julia 
Zemiro, Tim Vine, Rob 
Brydon and Alan Davies 
answering questions on the 
theme of jolly. (R) 

9.45 Film: Oranges and 

Sunshine. (2010) Premiere. 
A social worker discovers 
thousands of British children 
have been sent to care 
homes in Australia and 
suffered abuse. Fact-based 
drama, with Emily Watson. 
11.25 Darts: BDO World 

Championships. Both men’s 
semi-finals and the women’s 
final. 

12.15 Film: Sugarhouse. (2007) 


scs sofa & carpet 

DOUBLE j 

discount! 


ITV1 

6.00 CITV: Handy Manny. 6.05 
Handy Manny. 6.25 The Hive. (R) 
6.35 The Hive. (R) 6.40 Dino Dan. 
(R) 6.55 Dino Dan. (R) 7.05 Almost 
Naked Animals. (R) 7.15 Almost 
Naked Animals. (R) 7.30 Almost 
Naked Animals. (R) 7.40 Matt 
Hatter Chronicles. (R) 8.05 
Ultimate Spider-Man. 8.30 
Victorious. (R) 9.00 Jessie. 9.25 
I TV News. 9.30 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. 10.25 The Jeremy Kyle 
Show USA. 11.20 Saturday 
Cookbook. (R) 12.20 I TV News; 
Weather. 12.25 Film: Columbo: 
Suitable for Framing. (1971) 1.55 
My Tasty Travels with Lynda 
Bellingham. (R) 2.55 Film: Hulk. 
(2003) Adventure, starring Eric 
Bana. 5.30 Regional Programme ; 
Weather. 5.45 I TV News; Weather. 
6.00 New You’ve Been Framed: 
The Next Generation. A 
round-up of the best clips 
featuring children. 

7.00 Splash! Another five 

celebrities - Joey Essex, 
Caprice, Eddie “The Eagle” 
Edwards, Diarmuid Gavin 
and Charlotte Jackson - 
compete for two places in 
the semi-final of the diving 
contest. 

8.30 Take Me Out. A firefighter, a 
sales assistant, a comic¬ 
book collector and a student 
enter the love lift in the hope 
of impressing 30 single 
women. Paddy McGuinness 
presents. 

9.45 The Jonathan Ross Show. 

With Jamie Foxx, Jerry Hall 
and Micky Flanagan. 

10.45 ITV News; Weather. 

11.00 Film: Beowulf. (2007) 

Motion-capture animated 
fantasy, starring Ray 
Winstone. 

1.05 The Store. 2.20 In Plain Sight. 
(R) 3.05 Pushing Daisies. (R) 3.50 
ITV Nightscreen. 


W 




CHANNEL 4 

6.05 Sali Mali. (R) 6.10 The Hoobs. 
(R) 6.35 The Hoobs. (R) 7.00 
Beach Volleyball. 8.00 The Morning 
Line. 9.00 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 9.30 Everybody 
Loves Raymond. (R) 10.00 Frasier. 
(R) 10.30 Frasier. (R) 11.00 
Undercover Boss USA. (R) 12.00 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 12.30 
The Big Bang Theory. (R) 1.00 The 
Simpsons. (R) 1.30 Channel 4 
Racing. 4.00 Come Dine with Me: 
Ireland. 4.25 Come Dine with Me: 
Ireland. 5.00 Come Dine with Me: 
Ireland. 5.30 Come Dine with Me: 
Ireland. 

6.00 Come Dine with Me: 

Ireland. Bulgarian surf 
instructor Dimitar Dosev 
hosts the final party in Sligo, 
preparing an ambitious 
menu that includes 
barbecued lobster. 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

6.55 4thought.tv. Public 
confidence in religious 
leaders. 

7.00 Film: Night at the Museum: 
Battle of the Smithsonian. 

(2009) Nightwatchman Larry 
and his living museum- 
exhibit friends must stop a 
reanimated pharaoh from 
taking over the world. 

Fantasy comedy sequel, 
starring Ben Stiller and Amy 
Adams. 

9.00 World Without End. New 

series. A knight involved in a 
plot to kill Edward II finds 
sanctuary in the village of 
Kingsbridge. Historical 
drama, starring Cynthia 
Nixon, Peter Firth and Ben 
Chaplin. 

10.55 Film: The 51st State. (2001) 
Action comedy, starring 
Samuel L Jackson. 

12.45 Film: Pan’s Labyrinth. (2006) 

2.45 Hollyoaks. 4.50 Smallville. (R) 

5.30 Countdown. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake! 10.00 Power 
Rangers: Super Samurai. 10.35 
Batman: The Brave and the Bold. 

11.10 Inside Hollywood. (R) 11.20 
Celebrity Big Brother: Eviction. (R) 
12.15 The Gadget Show. (R) 1.20 
Film: Brave Warrior. (1952) 2.50 
Film: Mutiny on the Bounty. (1962) 

6.10 Film: Attack on the Iron 
Coast. (1968) Commandos 
undertake a mission to 
disable a German navy base 
- but complications arise. 
Second World War drama, 
starring Lloyd Bridges. 

7.50 5 News Weekend. 

7.55 NCIS. Gibbs receives a call 
from his old friend Senator 
Patrick Kiley, who claims he 
is being framed for the 
murder of a naval 
commander- but the 
evidence quickly piles up 
against him. (R) 

8.50 NCIS. A marine is found 
tortured to death in his 
garage. (R) 

9.45 Celebrity Big Brother. 

Highlights of the famous 
housemates’ past 24 hours 
under the all-seeing eye of 
Big Brother, as they try to get 
used to living alongside one 
another. 

10.45 50 Shocking Facts About 
Diet and Exercise. 

Countdown of methods 
adopted to lose weight. (R) 

11.45 Comedy Kings: Best of Just 
for Laughs. With Noel 
Fielding, Flight of the 
Conchords and Dylan 
Moran. (R) 

12.15 SuperCasino. 3.55 
Michaela’s Wild Challenge. (R) 4.20 
Great Artists. (R) 4.50 Rough 
Guide To. (R) 5.05 Hana’s Helpline. 
(R) 5.15 The Milkshake! Show. (R) 

5.40 Thomas & Friends. (R) 5.50 
Roarythe Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Three 

7.00 Great Movie Mistakes 2: The 
Sequel 7.10 Merlin 7.55 Doctor 
Who 8.40 Top Gear 9.40 Film: 
Armageddon (1998) A drilling team 
transports a nuclear device into 
outer space to destroy an asteroid 
on a collision course with Earth. 
Sci-fi thriller, with Bruce Willis, Ben 
Affleck and Liv Tyler. 

BBC Four 

7.00 Lost Land of the Tiger 8.00 A 
History of Art in Three Colours 9.00 
Borgen 11.00 Pop Charts Britannia: 
60 Years of the Top 10 

ITV2 

3.30 You’ve Been Framed! 6.00 
Film: King Kong (2005) 9.45 Take 
Me Out-The Gossip 10.30 Fake 
Reaction 11.15 Film: I Now 
Pronounce You Chuck & Larry 
(2007) 

ITV3 

2.40 A Touch of Frost 4.55 Agatha 
Christie’s Marple 7.00 Doc Martin 
9.00 Midsomer Murders 11.05 
Film: Rain Man (1988) 

ITV4 

3.40 Film: The Sea Shall Not Have 
Them (1955) 5.40 Film: The Last 
Sunset (1961) 8.00 The Sweeney 
9.00 Film: The Keeper (2009) 

11.05 Film: Child’s Play 3 (1991) 

E4 

3.30 Rules of Engagement 6.00 
The Big Bang Theory 7.00 Happy 
Endings 8.00 How I Met Your 
Mother 8.30 2 Broke Girls 9.00 
Film: Snakes on a Plane (2006) 

11.05 The Big Bang Theory 
Film4 

3.05 Carry On Spying (1964) 4.50 
Anastasia (1997) 6.40 A Good Year 
(2006) Comedy drama, starring 
Russell Crowe. 9.00 Double 
Jeopardy (1999) Thriller, starring 
Ashley Judd. 11.05 Silent Hill 
(2006) Horror, starring Radha 
Mitchell and Sean Bean. 
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What’s On! 

SUNDAY’S TV 13 . 01.13 

Listings supplied by Press Association 


CHOICE 



Timothy Spall 

Standings 
BBC1, 6.30pm 

Period costumes, an all- 
star cast and PG 
Wodehouse - with the 
possible exception of 
pensioners going down hill 
in tin baths, what more 
could you ask for in a new 
BBC Sunday evening 
comedy series? If you’re 
unfamiliar with the 
Blandings stories, they 
centre around the 
perpetually befuddled Lord 
Emsworth (Timothy Spall), 
known to his friends as 
Clarence, who longs for a 
quiet life dedicated to his 
beloved pig The Empress. 
However, when he’s 
surrounded by a 
dysfunctional family, peace 
is rather hard to come by. 


BBC1 


6.00 Breakfast. 7.40 Match of the 
Day. (R) 9.00 The Andrew Marr 
Show. 10.00 The Big Questions. 

11.00 Sunday Politics; Weather for 
the Week Ahead. 12.25 Countryfile. 
(R) 1.25 Bargain Hunt. 2.25 
Escape to the Country. (R) 3.25 
Chatsworth. (R) 4.25 Songs of 
Praise. 5.00 Africa. (R) 

6.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

6.30 Blandings. New series. 
Period comedy, starring 
Timothy Spall. 

7.00 Countryfile. Hertfordshire is 
the destination for this 
week’s show, as Julia 
Bradbury learns about a 
shrimp habitat and Matt 
Baker meets the dogs 
playing for the county’s 
finest flyball teams. 

8.00 Antiques Roadshow. Items 
under scrutiny at Cawdor 
Castle near Inverness include 
the best bargain-buy dolls 
ever seen on the show and 
an 18th-century travelling 
chest with royal connections. 
Red button viewers can play 
along by guessing the 
valuations. 

9.00 Ripper Street. A sudden 
cholera outbreak causes 
Reid and the team to suspect 
deliberate contamination, so 
they scour Whitechapel for 
clues and connections as the 
laboratory fills with bodies. 

10.00 BBC News; Regional News; 
Weather. 

10.25 Match of the Day 2. 

Including Manchester United 
v Liverpool. 

11. 25 Room 101 - Extra Storage. 

With Terry Wogan, Phil 
Tufnell and Victoria Coren. 
12.05 The Celebrity Apprentice 
USA. 1.30 Weatherview. 1.35 BBC 
News. 


BBC2 

6.05 Film: I Remember Mama. 
(1948) 8.15 Life in a Cottage 
Garden with Carol Klein. (R) 8.45 A 
to Z of TV Gardening. 9.30 
Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 11.00 
EastEnders. (R) 12.55 Live 
Snooker: The Masters. 5.00 Ski 
Sunday. 5.45 Live Darts: BDO 
World Championships. 

8.00 The Battle for Malta. 

Historian James Holland 
analyses the Second World 
War battle for the 
strategically important 
Mediterranean island, which 
was under siege by Axis 
forces for more than two 
years. (R) 

9.00 Tankies: Tank Heroes of 

WWII. Mark Urban 
concludes his examination of 
the exploits of six members 
of the 5th Royal Tank 
Regiment, telling their story 
from D-Day to the end of the 
war. 

10.00 Speed Dreams: The Fastest 
Place on Earth. After all the 
preparations back in the UK, 
the men finally test their 
custom-built machines in a 
week of racing on Utah’s 
Bonneville Salt Flats. Bill 
Nighy narrates. 

11.00 Snooker: The Masters. Mark 
Allen v Mark Davis. Action 
from this evening’s first- 
round tie at Alexandra 
Palace, where Davis was 
looking to build on his 
impressive showing at last 
month’s UK Championship. 

11.50 Snooker Extra. Neil 
Robertson v Ding Junhui. 
Hazel Irvine presents 
extended highlights of the 
opening first-round match of 
the Masters at Alexandra 
Palace. 

1.50 Sign Zone: Holby City. (R) 2.50 
Who Do You Think You Are? (R) 


ITV1 

6.00 CITV: Handy Manny. 6.05 
Handy Manny. 6.25 The Hive. (R) 
6.35 The Hive. (R) 6.40 Dino Dan. 
(R) 6.55 Dino Dan. 7.05 Almost 
Naked Animals. (R) 7.15 Almost 
Naked Animals. (R) 7.30 Almost 
Naked Animals. 7.40 Matt Hatter 
Chronicles. (R) 8.05 Rated A for 
Awesome. 8.15 Rated A for 
Awesome. 8.30 Big Time Rush. 
9.00 The Aquabats Super Show. 

9.25 I TV News. 9.30 There’s No 
Taste Like Home. (R) 10.25 Dinner 
Date. (R) 11.25 May the Best 
House Win. (R) 12.25 Dickinson’s 
Real Deal. (R) 1.25 Rosemary & 
Thyme. (R) 2.25 ITV News; 
Weather. 2.30 Film: Sparkling 
Cyanide. (1983)4.30 All Star 
Family Fortunes. (R) 5.15 You’ve 
Been Framed! (R) 5.45 Regional 
Programme; Weather. 

6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Dancing on Ice. The 
celebrities who did not 
perform last week take their 
chance to impress the public 
and the judges. 

7.45 All Star Family Fortunes. 

With choreographer Louie 
Spence and radio presenter 
Richard Bacon. 

8.30 Dancing on Ice: The Skate 
Off. The two lowest-scoring 
couples compete. 

9.00 Mr Selfridge. Following a 
slow opening, Harry tries to 
draw in the crowds by 
arranging to exhibit the plane 
of pioneering aviator Louis 
Bleriot inside the store. 
Drama, with Jeremy Piven. 
10.00 ITV News at Ten; Weather. 

10.15 Film: The Constant 
Gardener. (2005) Political 
thriller, with Ralph Fiennes 
and Rachel Weisz. 

12.30 The Store. 2.30 Monk. (R) 
3.20 Pushing Daisies. (R) 4.05 ITV 
Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL 4 

6.15 The Hoobs. (R) 6.40 The 
Hoobs. (R) 7.05 Will & Grace. (R) 

7.30 Everybody Loves Raymond. 
(R) 7.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.25 Frasier. (R) 

8.55 Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday 
Brunch. 12.05 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 12.40 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 1.10 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 1.40 The Simpsons. 

(R) 2.10 The Simpsons. (R) 2.40 
Film: Honey, I Blew Up the Kid. 
(1992) 4.25 Deal or No Deal. 5.25 
Time Team. 

6.25 Channel 4 News. 

6.55 4thought.tv. Public 
confidence in religious 
leaders. 

7.00 Come Dine with Me. 

Beautician Amanda Bradley, 
author and businessman 
Heath Samples, accident- 
prone Fran Atkin and 
technician Phil Laycockfrom 
North Yorkshire take up the 
dinner party challenge. 

8.00 The Hotel. Manager Mark 
continues to try to attract 
more upmarket guests to the 
Grosvenorand makes plans 
to launch a new five-star 
breakfast, with a gourmet 
sausage as the main 
attraction. 

9.00 Film: Unknown. (2011) 
Premiere. A doctor wakes 
from a coma to find another 
man is claiming to be him, 
and any evidence of his real 
identity has disappeared. 
Thriller, with Liam Neeson 
and Diane Kruger. 

11.15 Film: Beverly Hills Cop. 
(1984) Comedy thriller, 
starring Eddie Murphy, 

Judge Reinhold, Ronny Cox 
and Steven Berkoff. 

1.15 Film: Four Brothers. (2005) 
3.05 Smallville. (R) 3.45 St 
Elsewhere. (R) 4.30 Deal or No 
Deal. (R) 5.25 Countdown. (R) 


CHANNEL 5 

6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 6.15 Fifi 
and the Flowertots. (R) 6.25 Bert 
and Ernie’s Great Adventures. (R) 

6.30 The Mr Men Show. (R) 6.45 
Olive the Ostrich. (R) 6.50 Abby’s 
Flying Fairy School. (R) 7.00 
Roobarb and Custard Too. (R) 7.10 
Bananas in Pyjamas. (R) 7.20 
Animal Antics. (R) 7.30 Make Way 
for Noddy. (R) 7.40 City of Friends. 
(R) 7.55 Little Princess. (R) 8.05 
Mio Mao. (R) 8.10 The Adventures 
of Bottle Top Bill and His Best 
Friend Corky. (R) 8.25 Angelina 
Ballerina. (R) 8.40 Castle Farm. (R) 

8.45 Rupert Bear. (R) 9.00 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.15 
Toby’s Travelling Circus. (R) 9.30 
Roary the Racing Car. (R) 9.45 Jelly 
Jamm. 10.00 Power Rangers: Super 
Samurai. 10.35 Batman: The Brave 
and the Bold. 11.10 Meerkat Manor. 
(R) 11.40 Celebrity Big Brother. (R) 
12.40 Once Upon a Time. (R) 1.40 
Film: Little Man. (2006) 3.25 Film: 
Mannequin. (1987) 5.10 Film: 

Loch Ness. (1996) 

6.55 5 News Weekend. 

7.00 Film: Bulletproof Monk. 

(2003) A mysterious Tibetan 
monk battles modern-day 
Nazis while training a thief to 
be his replacement. Thriller, 
starring Chow Yun-Fat. 

9.00 Celebrity Big Brother. The 
ups and downs of BB life. 
10.00 Film: Over Her Dead Body. 
(2008) Premiere. Romantic 
comedy, starring Eva 
Longoria and Paul Rudd. 

11.55 Bizarre Burials. Unusual and 
memorable ways in which 
deaths are marked. (R) 

12.55 SuperCasino. 3.55 House 
Doctor. (R) 4.20 HouseBusters. (R) 

4.45 Rough Guide To. (R) 5.00 
Hana’s Helpline. (R) 5.15 The 
Milkshake! Show. (R) 5.35 Thomas 
& Friends. (R) 5.50 Roary the 
Racing Car. (R) 


DIGITAL 

BBC Three 

7.00 Growing Up Poor 8.00 Film: 
Up (2009) 9.30 World’s Craziest 
Fools 10.00 Sun, Sex and 
Suspicious Parents 11.00 Family 
Guy 11.45 American Dad! 

BBC Four 

7.00 The Sky at Night 8.00 The Sky 
at Night Special: Exploring Mars 

8.30 Sir Patrick Moore: 

Astronomer, Broadcaster and 
Eccentric 9.00 Sir Patrick Moore 
Talks to Mark Lawson 10.00 Film: 
Leaving (2009) 11.20 Dame Shirley 
Bassey at the BBC 
ITV2 

3.15 Film: Mr Bean’s Holiday 
(2007) 5.00 Take Me Out 6.15 Take 
Me Out - The Gossip 7.00 Film: 
Uncle Buck (1989) 9.00 The 
Magaluf Weekender 10.00 Film: 2 
Fast 2 Furious (2003) 

ITV3 

3.40 Lewis 5.40 Murder, She Wrote 

6.45 Agatha Christie’s Poirot 9.00 
The Best of the Royal Variety 10.00 
Lewis 

ITV4 

3.40 Film: The Appaloosa (1966) 

5.45 Film: The Secret War of Harry 
Frigg (1967) 8.00 Minder 9.00 
Film: The Jerk (1979) Comedy, with 
Steve Martin. 11.00 Film: 

Sweeney! (1977) 

E4 

3.45 Revenge 4.45 Film: Cheaper 
By the Dozen 2 (2005) 6.40 Film: 
The Day After Tomorrow (2004) 
9.05 The Big Bang Theory 10.00 
The New Normal 10.30 2 Broke 
Girls 11.00 Rude Tube: Welcome to 
2013 

Film4 

2.50 Only You (1994) 5.00 Robots 
(2005) 6.45 The Women (2008) 
9.00 The Ugly Truth (2009) 
Romantic comedy, starring Gerard 
Butler and Katherine Heigl. 10.55 
Carlos - Part One (2010) 
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What’s On! 


Film Choices 


MONDAY 

Jane Doe: The Wrong Face, Channel 5, 3.15pm 

The former government agent is called back into action 
after kidnappers abduct a district attorney’s wife during 
plastic surgery - meaning nobody knows what the 
victim now looks like. The criminals demand the release 
of the defendant in a money-laundering trial, but the 
accused denies all knowledge of the crime. Thriller, 
starring Lea Thompson, Joe Penny and Jessy Schram. 
(2005) 

TUESDAY 

Flightplan, BBC1,11.05pm 

A widow boards a plane with her daughter and promptly 
falls asleep. When she wakes up, the girl has 
disappeared - and the mother’s fear turns to outright 
panic when the aircraft crew insists she boarded the 
flight alone, suggesting the child is merely a figment of 
her distressed imagination. Thriller, starring Jodie 
Foster, Peter Sarsgaard, Sean Bean and Greta Scacchi. 
(2005) 


Pick of the Week 



WEDNESDAY 

When a Man Loves a Woman, BBC1,11.40pm 

A couple’s outwardly idyllic marriage is close to 
disintegrating through the wife’s alcoholism, prompting 
her husband to resort to desperate measures to make 
her give up drinking for their children’s sake. However, 
he is also forced to face up to the part he played in 
allowing her life to go off the rails. Drama, with Andy 
Garcia, Meg Ryan, Lauren Tom, Ellen Burstyn, Tina 
Majorino and Mae Whitman. (1994) 

THURSDAY 

Lover Come Back, Channel 4,12.35pm 

Advertising executive Carol Templeton is determined to 
best her competitor Jerry Webster at every opportunity. 
When an important campaign comes up, she sets out 
to beat him to it and clinch the deal at any price. 
Unfortunately for her, she fails to realise the whole thing 
is a set-up devised by her hated rival. Romantic 
comedy, starring Doris Day, Rock Hudson, Tony 
Randall, Edie Adams and Jack Oakie. (1961) 

FRIDAY 

Tropic Thunder, BBC1,11.20pm 

A director’s epic Vietnam picture is behind schedule and 
over budget. Taking the advice of the grizzled war 
veteran on whose life the film is based, he drops the 
actors into a jungle with the intention of filming them 
fighting guerrilla-style - but the cast is unaware the 
surrounding warfare is genuine. Comedy, directed by and 
starring Ben Stiller, with Jack Black, Steve Coogan and, 
in an Oscar-nominated role, Robert Downey Jr. (2008) 


Caught in a net of lies, 
intrigue and danger 


A lexandra Roach may only 
be a mere 25 years old, but 
try telling her impressive CV 
that - it clearly knows no bounds 
as she picks winning script after 
winning script. 

She first came to prominence in 
last year’s The Iron Lady as a 
young Margaret Thatcher, but as 
her star continues on in its ascent, 
the actress appears here in Dennis 
Kelly’s fantastic thriller. 

However, she’s not the only 
talent to be found, what with the 
cast list reading like a who’s-who 
of recognisable UK talent. 

Roach plays Becky, one of a 
group of five people who have 
bonded through an online forum 
and agree to meet after gaining 
possession of the original 
manuscript for fabled graphic novel 
The Utopia Experiments. But 
they’re not the only ones who are 
in the know about the manuscript; 
a shadowy organization known as 
The Network is hot on their trail 
and will go to any lengths to get 
hold of it, and it’s not long before 
one of the forum members is killed. 


The murder is witnessed by 
fellow member 11-year-old Grant 
(Oliver Woollford), who quickly 
flees with the manuscript, while 
Becky and Ian (Nathan Stewart- 
Jarrett) realise they’ve been set up 
for crimes they didn’t commit, and 
the final member Wilson (Adeel 
Akhtar) attracts the attention of 
Network henchmen Arby (Neil 
Maskill) and Lee (Paul Ready). 

This is a group of people who 
now have a lot more on their plate 
than a bit of light reading... 

If it sounds complicated, that’s 
probably because it is, but that 
won’t stop this thriller assuring that 
Channel 4 has a fantastic start to 
2013. 

But, as one of the stars of the 
show, what does Ms Roach thinks 
makes it so gripping? 

“Dennis Kelly’s writing [is] 
brilliant,” she explains. “I also think 
he writes for women so well. All 
the female characters in this are 
very strong and feisty and full of 
personality. As soon as I read 
Becky, I could see her in my brain, 
and I could see how she was 


going to say her lines. I got really 
excited, which is really scary as an 
actor, because you haven’t been 
offered the part. 

“I cancelled a holiday and 
everything just because I wanted 
this so much. I was so thrilled 
when I actually got it.” 

And of the programme’s 
brutality, she explains: “I found it 
exhausting to film, because being 
on the run from halfway through 
episode one onwards was a lot. 
We were filming in Liverpool for 
four months, and every day was 
really full. 

“The stakes are always really 
high for the group, there are no 
scenes where you can really relax 
and take a back seat. It takes a lot 
out of you, filming for four months 
like that. You’ve got to have so 
much energy; you can’t go on the 
back foot.” 

So that’s our January sorted 
then, and thank goodness it 
doesn’t require anything more from 
us than curling up on the sofa and 
indulging in some top-notch 
viewing. 



Alexandra Roach heads the cast of Utopia, Tuesday, Channel 4,10pm 


Best of the Rest 


MONDAY 
Winterwatch 2013 
BBC2, 8.30pm 

Everyone’s favourite naturalists Chris Packham, 
Michaela Strachan and Martin Hughes-Games are 
back in the Highlands of Scotland for this new 
series charting the changing of the seasons. It’s 
been a decidedly soggy winter so far this year, and 
it follows one of the wettest years on record - so it 
will be interesting to see how the nation’s fauna 
and flora are coping with the sustained deluge. The 
trio are presenting from their base at the Aigas 
Field Centre, but they hear from reports around the 
country, as they follow the fortunes of beavers, red 
squirrels, pine martens and a host of other animals 
to see how they fare with the various challenges 
this season has to offer. 

Mrs Brown’s Boys 
BBC1,9.30pm 

We could describe this sitcom as a Marmite of 
televisual comedy - viewers either love or hate it. 
The same could be said of Miranda; oddly, the 
great viewing figures both shows received on New 
Year’s Day helped BBC1 win the bank holiday 
ratings battle against ITV1. Whether the series can 
maintain that momentum is anybody’s guess, but 
seeing as the laughs come thick and fast in each 
episode, there’s no reason why it shouldn’t. This 
week, Agnes is in a great mood because she’s 
celebrating her anniversary - the only way things 
could be better is if Dr Flynn organised some 
respite care for Grandad so she could go away on 
holiday for a couple of weeks. Luckily, she has a 
cunning plan up her sleeve. 


TUESDAY 

The Sarah Millican Television Programme 
BBC2,10pm 

South Shields comic Sarah Millican has had 
quite the whirlwind career, from winning the 
if.comedy Award in Edinburgh for Best 
Newcomer in 2008 to releasing a record- 
breaking DVD in 2011. She’s now earned her 
place very much in the mainstream of modern 
comedy, and her observational style lends itself 
perfectly to this series, which focuses on her 
opinions on the current crop of small-screen 
offerings. The first series proved hilarious 
viewing, so we’re glad she’s back to guide us 
through the latest batch of shows that this new 
season brings. She’s joined on the first show by 
Strictly Come Dancing judge Craig Revel 
Horwood and former Spice Girl Melanie C, and 
intersperses her interviews with stand-up 
monologues that pull no punches. 

WEDNESDAY 
Gok’s Style Secrets 
Channel 4, 8pm 

Mr Wan rushes to the aid of 
53-year-old mother Naseem, who 
is not only single, but almost two 
decades-single! Since splitting with 
the father of her son, the former 
aerobics teacher from Essex has 
thrown all her energy into raising now 
19-year-old Casey, unfortunately letting her style 
and confidence slip at the same time. It’s the 
perfect time for a complete 
overhaul though, as Casey’s 


preparing to fly the nest, so Gok is on hand with 
some top-notch flirting and fashion tips. And 
there are no excuses now Naseem, after all, you 
live in the glitz capital of the UK (although we 
hope you will stop short of a vajazzlel). 

Funny Business 
BBC2, 9pm 

We all know comedy can be a lucrative 
business, and many comics generate pots of 
cash via the corporate world, whether it’s making 
after-dinner speeches or appearing in TV 
commercials. This documentary narrated by 

^ Eddie Mair reveals more about this 
k money-spinning world and reveals 
\ what happened when a British 
\ stand-up decided to set up a 
1 company trading on laughs. 

1 While some comics might be 
1 just in it for the money, 

| others such as Rhod Gilbert 
.ended up making a fortune 
\ by accident: “Making people 
1 laugh is something I’ve 
\ always loved doing, but 
\ doing it for a living or 
\ doing it on a stage in 
^ some kind of formal 
I environment was never 
r part of my plan,” he 
1 explains. Among the 
r other contributors are 
Barry Cryer, John Cleese, 

^ Jo Brand, Arthur Smith 
■ and Clive Anderson. 



American Idol, Friday, Channel 5,10pm 


THURSDAY 

Inside Death Row with Trevor McDonald 
ITV1,9pm 

At first glance, it looks as if poor old SirTrev has got 
himself in an awful lot of trouble and is currently 
languishing in a US jail somewhere. But don’t worry, 
dear readers - he’s safe and sound and is merely 
fronting this two-part documentary in which he 
meets the 12 prisoners who are currently on death 
row at Indiana State Maximum Security Prison. The 
institution itself isn’t a pleasant place to be (as you 
would expect), but to be there and know you will die 
without ever being free again - and knowing exactly 
when you will be killed - is an almost unimaginable 
situation. Expect some incredible stories from the 
dozen on death row, as well as those serving life 
sentences for various violent crimes. 

FRIDAY 
American Idol 
Channel 5,10pm 

Talent shows, as we all know, are no guarantee of 
success. One of the biggest tragedies of this 
show is that David Cook, winner of the 2008 
American Idol contest, never made a ripple on 
this side of the Pond, despite releasing a couple 
of the best albums of recent years. Niggles aside, 
there are still plenty of goodies to enjoy with this 
new run of the enduring ‘search for a music star’ 
show, including a new judging line-up that sees 
Mariah Carey, Nicki Minaj and Keith Urban joining 
old-hand Randy Jackson. The series starts on 
Thursday, January 17 on 5* with a two-hour 
special, then Channel 5 join 5* for this second 
audition show. 
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14 Hagley Road, Halesowen (town centre) 

0121 5509800 

DOMCSTICS 


of Halesowen 


Why buy secondhand or 
pay large repair costs 
when you can buy new 
at realistic prices 


SALES • SPARES • REPAIRS 



Dishwashers 
From £199 

(For Illustration Purposes Only) 


Cookers From 
Dryers From 
Spinners From 


• Larders From £89 

• Freezers From £99 

•Large Selection of 

Vacuums From £39 

Open Monday - Thursday 8 am - 4.30 pm. Friday - Saturday 9 am - 4 pm 


We also repair • Washers • Cookers • Refrigeration 

All Items Carry A 12 Month Full Guarantee 
Plus More Electrical Goods In Stock 


Raymond Gubbay presents 


Russia's acclaimed ballet company returns to 
Wolverhampton following a sensational season in 2012 

The Nutcracker 


Coppelia 
Swan Lake 


Performed by 

The Russian State Ballet 
& Orchestra of Siberia 


“Dazzling costumes... 

Wonderfully choreographed group routines 
and awe-inspiring solo performances." 


A t 


Jr 


* 


17 -19 February 

WOLVERHAMPTON GRAND THEATRE 

Box Office 01902 42 92 12 Book online www.grandtheatre.co.uk 


USE YOUR LOFT! 


X I Bison 4 

Loft Ladders \ 


SpeCl o^startin9 ttom 
time onW» ^ 

, £ 2 # 


Over 5,800 installations to date! 


Access your loft safely 
and easily with Bison loft 
stairs. The stairs are made 
and fitted by our Midlands 
craftsmen using timber from 
sustainable sources. A gas 
strut mechanism requiring 
just fingertip control makes 
opening and closing your loft 
stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 10 year parts 
& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Patented gas strut 
operation 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 

Flooring and lighting can also 
be provided, adding a very 
useful additional room to 
your home. 

B Q 


theloftJ^stairs company 


The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 59, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
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Brain Gym 


No.203 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 
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[5 



r 
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21 

LAST WEEK’S SOLUTION: 
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ALL YOUR PUZZLE NEEDS IN ONE HANDY APP! 

Seven great games in one! 
CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 
QUICK CROSSWORDS 
CODEWORD SUDOKU 
WORD PUZZLER 
WORD SEARCH 
NUMBER CRUNCH 
SEARCH: DAILY EXPRESS PUZZLES On the iPhone, iPod Touch & iPad 



SEVEN G REAT GAMES IN ONE! 

I SEARCH: DAILY EXPRESS PUZZLES 


Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

1. Despondent 

- because the liquor 
stocks have disap¬ 
peared? (3,2,7) 

7. The cleric is one of 
the big guns, we 
hear (5) 

8. Part of the poem is 
hypocrisy and noth¬ 
ing more (5) 

9. Shoot, pal (3) 

10. Men spoilt in re¬ 
forming this half-wit 

(9) 

11. Cow-catcher? (6) 

12. Sound quality of a 
doctor who takes 
part in unusual rite 
( 6 ) 

15. Giving an account 
of how the sailor 
ran back first (9) 

17. A section of arable 
acreage (3) 

18. In practice, this is 
played (5) 

19. To signify I’m to 
make regular jour¬ 
neys (5) 

21. Fresh declarations 
giving causes about 
changing rites (12) 

Quick Clues: 

Across 

1. Spineless (12) 

7. Power (5) 

8. To doubt (5) 

9. Mine (3) 

10. Designer of build¬ 
ings (9) 

11. Deny (6) 

12. Strain (6) 

15. Serviceable (9) 

17. Bother (3) 

18. Porcelain (5) 

19. Guide (5) 

21. Clearly (12) 


Down 

1. Tips on top of the 
scales (12) 

2. This will cool an 
enthusiast (3) 

3. Country shown by 
an inclusion in a 
map redrawn (6) 

4. Not forgetting about 
a vocation (9) 

5. Canvas erection 
round the East 
should be strongly 
held (5) 

6. Approves of what 
people are faced 
with! (12) 

7. Seen in a well- 
placed arboretum! 

(5) 

10. They are bound to 
use craft in making 
progress (9) 

13. Can intended for 
William (5) 

14. It is in splendid 
surroundings, but 
subject to limitations 

( 6 ) 

16. Instigate quarrels, 
we hear (5) 

20. One way to congrat¬ 
ulate an Irishman 
(3) 


Down 

1. Greenness (12) 

2. Equip (3) 

3. Tempt (6) 

4. Necessary (9) 

5. In that place (5) 

6. Incomprehensibly 
( 12 ) 

7. Subject (5) 

10. Link (9) 

13. Characteristic (5) 

14. Banish (6) 

16. Pretend (5) 

20. Loiter (3) 


ALL YOUR PUZZLE NEEDS 
IN ONE HANDY APP! 



LAST WEEK’S SOLUTIONS: 

CRYPTIC - Across: 4 Address; 8 Aboard; 9 Ascribe; 10 Tirade; 11 
Retail; 12 Reserved; 18 Cardinal; 20 Jacket; 21 Inlets; 22 Stature; 23 
Lesson; 24 Archway. Down: 1 Casters; 2 Poorest; 3 Trader; 5 Disorder; 
6 Rarity; 7 Submit; 13 Victoria; 14 Incense; 15 Closing; 16 Batter; 17 
Sketch; 19 Dinner. QUICK - Across: 4 Languor; 8 Meagre; 9 Qualify; 

10 Little; 11 Assent; 12 Turncoat; 18 Irritate; 20 Famous; 21 Afraid; 22 
Disdain; 23 Prison; 24 Bearing. Down: 1 Emulate; 2 Mastery; 3 Frolic; 5 
Adulator; 6 Galosh; 7 Offend; 13 Omission; 14 Malaise; 15 Leading; 16 
Malice; 17 Wonder; 19 Inform. 


Sudoku 


Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 

LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 
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What’s On! 


Circlegram 


Replace the question mark with a letter 
so that the letters within each circle 
can be arranged to form words on a 
common theme. What are the three 
words, and the letter represented by 
the question 
mark? 

LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTION: 

The letter 
represented by 
the question 
mark is L. Lampeter, 

Llanelli, Anglesey, all 
Welsh place names. 


ALL YOUR PUZZLE 
NEEDS IN ONE 
HANDY APP! 




D AppStore 


0VJ\, 

UO'NV 


Seven great games in one! 
CRYPTIC CROSSWORDS 
QUICK CROSSWORDS 
CODEWORD SUDOKU 
WORD PUZZLER 
WORD SEARCH 
NUMBER CRUNCH 

SEARCH: DAILY EXPRESS PUZZLES 
On the iPhone, iPod Touch & iPad 
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star extra travel 


.the Lion Kino 

^ /THE AWARD-WINNINC MUSICAL 


Day excursion, Saturday 13 April 2013 I 


From 

£59.95 

per person 


Don't miss CATS, Andew Lloyd-Webber's extraordinary record-breaking, 
smash-hit musical as it returns to Manchester. 

Adapted from TS Eliot's 'Old Possum's Book of Practical Cats', this 
wonderful blend of fantasy, drama and romance is set on the night that 
the Jellicle Cats meet for the Jellicle Ball in a sparkling fusion of music, 
dance and verse. 

With an amazing musical score that includes the timeless "Memory", 
spectacular set designs, stunning costumes and breathtaking choreography,^® 

CATS is a magical musical like no other. ^_ 

One of the longest-running shows in West End and Broadway history, CATS has enchanted 
audiences in over 300 cities around the world - now you too have the chance to experience this 
legendary musical phenomenon. 

• A Gallery seat with a face value of £27.50 for the matinee performance of Cats at the Opera House Theatre, 
Manchester. Please note the Gallery is high with steep steps - if you wish to upgrade to Circle seats with a face 
value of £32, there is a supplement of £5pp 

• Free time in Manchester 

• Return coach travel from Dudley, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


To book call: 0152437500 quote WOL 
or book online at: www.starextra.theatre.travel 


I From 

Day excursion, Saturday 13 April 2013 V £ ^ 95 


per person 


Set against the majesty of the Serengeti Plains and to the evocative rhythms 
of Africa, Disney's multi award-winning musical, The Lion King is coming to 
Manchester! A spectacular visual feast, this adaptation of Disney's much-loved 
film transports audiences to a dazzling world that explodes with glorious 
colours, stunning effects and enchanting music. At its heart is the powerful and moving story of 
Simba - the epic adventure of his journey from wide-eyed cub to his destined role as 
King of the Pridelands. 

• A Grand Tier seat with a face value of £27.50 for a matinee performance of The Lion King at the Palace Theatre, 
Manchester 

• Free time in Manchester 

• Return coach travel from Dudley, Walsall & Wolverhampton 


To book call: 0152437500 quote WOL 
or book online at: www.starextra.theatre.travel 


Organised by Omega Holidays, ABTAV4782. Subject to availability. 


Organised by Omega Holidays, ABTA V4782. Subject to availability. 
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HALESOWEN, GREENHILL ROAD 

A Fabulous Barn Conversion In A Popular Area Of Halesowen, 
Comprising Of: Four Bedrooms, Study, Two Reception Rooms, Family 
Bathroom, Downstairs Shower Room, Utility Room, Large Fitted Kitchen, 
Double Garage. Driveway for 3/4 Cars With Secure Electric Gates, Rear 
And Front Gardens, Gas Central Heating And Double Glazing Throughout. 

£1100 PCM 



MERRY HILL, MADISON AVENUE 

A Lovely And Spacious Unfurnished Modern Townhouse, Within 
Yards Of Merry Hill Shopping Centre, Comprising Of: Gas Central 
Heating, Fitted Kitchen, Downstairs WC, Dining Room/Study, Lounge, 
House Bathroom, Three Bedrooms, Master Bedroom With En-Suite 
Shower Room, Allocated Parking Space. Available Immediately. 

£595 PCM 


HALESOWEN, WASSELL ROAD 

A Beautifully Presented Three Bedroom Semi Detached House Being 
Much Improved By The Present Vendor Having Accommodation 
Including Open Plan Kitchen Diner, Attractive Lounge, Three Generous 
Bedrooms, Refitted Shower Room, Separate W.C., Gas Central 
Heating, Double Glazing, Block Paved Driveway And Rear Gardens. 

£575 PCM 


HALESOWEN, BLACKBERRY LANE 

A superb two bedroom detached house with separate annex to re; 
fully refurbished to a high standard comprising of:- two reception 
rooms, fitted breakfast kitchen, guest w.c., two double bedrooms, 
shower room, gas central heating, double glazing, annex giving extra 
living or working space. Available immediately! Not to be missed. 

£695 PCM 


HALESOWEN, HOWLEY GRANGE ROAD 

A unfurnished semi detached house, in a well 
sought after location, briefly comprising of: 
Gas Central Heating, Two Living Rooms, Fitted 
kitchen, Three Bedrooms, Bathroom with 
Shower, Small Rear Garden, Driveway Parking 

£625 PCM 



CRADLEY HEATH, BARRS ROAD 

An End Terraced Unfurnished Property, Recently Part Refurbished To A 
High Standard And Situated In A Popular Residential Area. Comprising 
Of: Three Bedrooms, Fitted Kitchen, Two Reception Rooms, Double 
Glazing, Gas Central Heating, Off Road Parking With Rear Garden. With 
The Advantage Of The Water Rates Pre Paid Until March 2013! 

£595 PCM 


CRADLEY HEATH, VALLEY ROAD 

A very nice and welcoming home, this 3 bed 
house features a spacious lounge with separate 
dining room, modern kitchen with a freezer, 
downstairs wc, house bathroom and shower, 
driveway and well kept gardens to front and rear. 

£595 PCM 



HALESOWEN, PEACHLEY CLOSE 

Undergone a complete refurbishment with a brand new kitchen, brand new 
bathroom, new decoration, is this detached bungalow which is centrally located 
to Halesowen and within walking distance to shops and bus routes to 
Stourbridge and Birmingham, featuring 2 bedrooms, spacious lounge, driveway 
parking. A rare opportunity to rent a bungalow which is not to be missed. 

£550 PCM 


HALESOWEN, CLENT VIEW ROAD 

Excellent value for money. An exceptionally spacious home in a very popular 
location close to local shops and bus routes to Merry Hill, Halesowen and 
Stourbridge. Close to Colley Lane Primary School, briefly comprising of: 
Three Double Bedrooms, Through Lounge, Fitted Kitchen, House Bathroom, 
Double Glazing, Gas Central Heating, Front and Rear Gardens, Unfurnished. 

£550 PCM 





CRADLEY HEATH, PRINCE STREET 

Currently undergoing a re-decoration, is this semi detached house briefly comprising; 
four bedrooms (two double, two single), spacious lounge, in progress of having a new 
kitchen, downstairs w.c, bathroom with double shower cubicle. Benefits include; gas 
central heating, double glazing, driveway parking, low maintenance rear garden. 

£545 PCM 


CRADLEY HEATH, LUANNE CLOSE 

Situated in this popular residential area, is this top floor apartment, 
which overlooks the canal and has its own balcony, comprising of: 
two bedrooms, spacious lounge, fitted kitchen, bathroom with 
shower, access to balcony from the master bedroom, gas central 
heating, double glazing, allocated parking. Well worth an inspection 

£525 PCM 


HALESOWEN, FAIRMILE ROAD 

Situated in popular residential area of Halesowen, with easy 
access to buses to the town, is this modern furnished first 
floor apartment comprising of: two bedrooms, lounge, and 
fitted kitchen, bathroom with a shower, gas central heating, 
double glazing, garage parking, and communal gardens 

£525 PCM 



STOURBRIDGE, PROSPECT GARDENS 

Located Close To Stourbridge Town Centre And Stourbridge 
Junction Train Centre, Is This Unfurnished Newly Decorated Mid 
Terraced House, Comprising Of: Two Bedrooms, Fitted Kitchen With 
Dining Area, Cosy Lounge, Gas Central Heating, Double Glazing, 
Bathroom with Shower, Small Rear Garden, Parking Space To Front 

£525 PCM 



STOURBRIDGE, HUNGRY HILL 

Situated in a popular residental area of Stourbridge, within a few 
minutes walk of Stourbridge Junction Train Station, the property 
features a large bedroom to the front and 2 single bedrooms, 
spacious lounge to the front, large kitchen, house bathroom with 
shower, rear gaden and driveway to the front. Available immediately 

£495 PCM 



BRIERLEY HILL, FOXDALE DRIVE 

Been Freshly Redecorated And Within A 5 Minutes Drive Of Brierley 
Hill Town Centre And Few Minutes More From Merry Hill Shopping 
Centre, Is This Unfurnished End Terraced House, Comprising Of: Two 
Bedrooms, 1 With Fitted Wardrobes, House Bathroom With Shower, 
Nice Sized Lounge, Fitted Kitchen, On Road Parking, No Garden 

£475 PCM 


ROWLEY REGIS, WINCHESTER CLOSE 

A very well presented, unfurnished first floor 
apartment, close to the M5 J2, briefly comprising 
of: Two Bedrooms, Fitted Kitchen, Lounge, Double 
Glazing, Bathroom with Shower, Parking Space 
and Parking Area for Visitors, Communal gardens 

£425 PCM 



NETHERTON, ROUND STREET 

Set in a quiet road, is this lovely semi-detached home, 
briefly comprising of: gas central heating, living 
room, fitted kitchen, one double bedroom and one 
single bedroom, house bathroom with shower, rear 
garden and driveway parking for 2 cars, unfurnished 

£475 PCM 



HALESOWEN, APPERLEY WAY 

A spacious Part Furnished first floor apartment on 
the ever popular Homer Hill estate, briefly 
comprising of: One Double Bedrooms, Lounge, 
Fitted Kitchen, Bathroom with Shower, Unfurnished. 
Available Immediately. Highly Recommended. 

£400 PCM 




OLDBURY, CAUSEWAY GREEN ROAD 

I This large, split level flat above shops, within walking 
I distance to bus links and close to J2 of the M5, 
I briefly comprising of: Gas Central Heating, Spacious 
I Living Room, Fitted Kitchen, Two Double Bedrooms, 
Bathroom with Shower, Parking to Rear, Unfurnished 

£400 PCM 


HALESOWEN, PIPPIN AVENUE 

Located on this popular development of Homer Hill, 
Located close to Cradley Heath train station, bus route 
to Halesowen and Merry Hill, Comprising of: One 
Double Bedroom, Open Plan Lounge/Kitchen, House 
Bathroom with Shower. A property not to be missed 

£395 PCM 





> WEBSITE: 

} www.hickshadley.com 
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11 -13 Hagley Road, 
Halesowen, B63 4PU 


It Home of Property 

connecting people wtth property ■ .* m 


Top guide for Dudley, Halesowen, 
Sedgley, Kidderminster and Stourbridge 


Ideal family house 
has a flexible layout 



This link-detached in Buckingham Grove, Kingswinford, is priced at £219,950 


A DISTINCTIVE and decep¬ 
tive modern family home just 
a short walk from the heart of 
Kingswinford is for sale 
priced at £219,950. 

The property in Buckingham Grove 
is described by agents as surprisingly 
spacious and successfully extended, 
and that it needs a full inspection for 
the flexible three/four bedroom layout 
to be appreciated. 

On the ground floor is a guest 
cloaks/WC with low level toilet and 
wall-mounted washbasin, and there is 


a through cloaks cupboard and a 
study/bedroom four which is 9ft lOin 
by 9ft lOin. 

There is a large lounge with dining 
room area measuring 24ft by 20ft 8in, 
with the lounge area having stairs to 
the first floor and a feature brick fire¬ 
place with raised hearth, and a dining 
area with patio doors to the rear 
garden. 

Integrated 

The breakfast kitchen has an eating 
area which is 9ft 6in by 9ft lin, while 
the kitchen area - 17ft 9in by 7ft 4in - 
has a range of units with stainless steel 


double sind/drainer, integrated electric 
hob with cooker hood above, inte¬ 
grated oven and plumbing for dish¬ 
washer. 

On the first floor are three bedrooms 
and a refitted shower room with corner 
cubicle, integrated wash basin and low 
level WC. 

Outside the property is set behind 
the front garden with a large driveway 
to a double garage, while the rear 
garden has a full width patio area, 
lawns with borders and timber shed. 

For further details contact Taylors of 
Kingswinford on 01384 401777. 


Feature-packed home 
just rightfortown centre 



The modern mews-style property, as viewed from the easy to maintain rear garden 


A THREE-storey mews-style home, 
conveniently situated for all the 
amenities in Stourbridge town centre, 
is on the market priced at £145,995. 

The property in High Street, Amble- 
cote, has a versatile loft room, dining 
kitchen, guest cloaks and en suite off 
the master bedroom. 

On the guest floor the cloakroom has 
a white suite with WC and pedestal 
wash hand basin while the sitting room 
- 13ft 6in by 9ft 9in - has a feature 
Adam style fireplace with beige marble 


hearth, matching surround and coal 
effect electric fire. There is also a 
dining kitchen, 14ft 8inby 8ft 8in, with 
a range of base and wall cupboards, roll 
edge work surfaces, inset sink and 
drainer with mixer tap, dishwasher, 
integrated larder fridge, gas hob with 
electric cooker below and concealed 
cooker hood and space and plumbing 
for automatic washing machine. 

On the first floor bedroom one has an 
en suite in white with shower enclo¬ 
sure, pedestal wash hand basin and 


WC, a second bedroom and bathroom 
with white suite including bath with 
shower over, shower screen, WC and 
pedestal wash hand basin. 

On the second floor is a feature 
loft/bedroom three which could be used 
as a home office or hobbies room. 

Outside the property has two block 
paved parking spaces, while the rear 
garden has a large slabbed patio 
terrace and space for a garden shed, 
pots and tubs. Call Taylors on 01384 
395555 for details. 
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Dudley Office 
01384 237313 
Halesowen Office 
0121 550 7474 



T * 


LT 


Tipton 


Tipton 


|17\V7J 

Estate Agents 


Dudley 



Doin?More... 


Dudley 



I 191 

- H7? -ft I 



A three bedroom terrace property briefly compris¬ 
ing WC, dining room, lounge, kitchen and bathroom. 
Dudley Branch 01384 237313 


£76,500 


PUBLIC NOTICE 31 Avern Close,Tipton,West Mid¬ 
lands DY47ND.We are acting in the sale of the 
above property and have received an offer of 
£76,000 on the above property. Any interested par¬ 
ties must submit any higher offers in writing to the 
selling agent before exchange of contracts takes 
place. 


£75,000 


PUBLIC NOTICE 23 BELL STREET TIPTON WEST 
MIDLANDS DY48HZ.We are acting for the mort¬ 
gagees and have received an offer of £70,000 on the 
above property. Any interested parties must submit 
any higher offers in writing to the selling agent be¬ 
fore an exchange of contracts takes place. 


Hawne Lane 


Radbourne Drive 


PUBLIC NOTICE 26 Edward Street, DUDLEY,West 
Midlands, DYI 2AE.We would like to advise that an 
offer has been made for the above property in the 
sum of £57,000. Any person wishing to increase on 
this offer should notify the agents of their best offer 
prior to exchange of contracts. Selling agents details: 
Dixons Estate Agents, 23 Stone Street, Dudley, DYI 
I NT.Tel: 01384 237313 


Milford Croft 



Offers Over £ I 10,000 


Semi detached three bedroom property briefly 
coomprising lounge, dining room, kitchen and a rear 
garden. Dudley 01384 237313 


Oak Tree Crescent 



£250,000 


Extended detached family property.The accommo¬ 
dation offered comprises kitchen,two bedrooms and 
a rear garden. Halesowen 0121 550 7474 


£240,000 


This modern detached house situated at the head of 
a cul-de-sac with accomodation comprising lounge 
and four bedrooms. Halesowen 0121 550 7474 


Offers Over £230,000 


Modern detached house on popular estate.The ac¬ 
comodation comprises four bedrooms and a 
garage.Halesowen 0121 550 7474 


Offers Over £210,000 


Traditional semi detached property on popular es¬ 
tate. Accomodation comprises conservatory and 
four bedrooms. Halesowen 0121 550 7474 


Gawne Lane 


Rowley Village 


St. James Avenue 


Harvest Road 



£190,000 


Modern Extended Detached House with Accomo¬ 
dation Comprising lounge, four Bedrooms and a 
garage,. Halesowen 0121 550 7474. 


dixonsestateageots.co.uk 


£125,000 


A modern bed semi detached house with accomo¬ 
dation comprising three bedrooms and a rear gar¬ 
den. Halesowen 0121 550 7474 


£90,000 


Modern semi detached property with accomodation 
comprising lounge, two bedrooms, and a garage. 
Halesowen 0121 550 7474 


Offers Over £90,000 


End terraced property offering accomodation of 
lounge, kitchen and three bedrooms,. Halesowen 
0121 550 7474. 


Q property widecoA* Zoopki ^ 
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Your essential guide to the world of motoring compiled by Motoring Editor Sharon Walters 



Ford B-Max aims to beat invaders 


IT’S never been harder for compa¬ 
nies like Ford to sell cars aimed 
squarely at the middle of the 
market. 

These days that’s a tricky place to be, as 
buyers pour into dearer or cheaper cars (say, 
Audi or Skoda) and Far Eastern poachers like 
Kia and Hyundai nibble at Ford, Peugeot, Fiat 
and the like. 

These long-term Europeans can’t lower 
prices (they’re sitting on heroic losses 
already) and face the fight of their lives. 

With a car like the new B-Max, Ford has 
clearly decided to fight back by being cleverer 
than the competition. 

It’s a tricky path: the history of motoring is 
littered with wrecks that were too clever by 
half. 

But it takes no more than opening the 
doors of the newcomer to realise Ford has got 
this one right. Take it for a drive, with the 
newest engine on board, and you’ll start to 
worry for the opposition. 

The B-Max shares some of its hidden bits 
with the Fiesta, but you’d never know. At a 
stroke it solves a problem that’s bugged cars 


used by growing families and older people - 
getting in an out easily. Ford’s answer is to do 
away with the body pillar that separates front 
and rear doors, leaving a huge unobstructed 
opening that makes clipping toddlers into 
their car seats a doddle. 

Gran and grandma will find it’s never been 
as easy on ageing limbs to slide into the back 
seat, helped by the B-Max’s relatively tall 
build. 

Nagging 

Sliding rear doors complete the easy-entry 
magic and a top five star rating in the Euro¬ 
pean crash tests dispel any nagging fears that 
the missing side pillar might raise. The 
pillar’s still there, but built into the moving 
rear doors. Very clever. 

The B-Max range starts at £12,995 for the 
Studio model, expected to take only a tiny 
portion of sales. It comes with a modestly 
powerful petrol engine and lacks air condi¬ 


tioning as standard (it’s £700 extra). It does 
have a DAB radio and electric windows front 
and rear, though. 

Next up is the Zetec series, complete with 
air con, alloy wheels and heated windscreen. 

Prices start at £15,600 but you’ll need to 
pay a bit more (£16,195) for the star of the 
show. More on that in a moment. 

Zetecs will likely account for the majority of 
B-Max sales, with the posher Titanium trim 
level (from £17,595) hoovering up the sub¬ 
stantial left overs and including niceties like 
cruise control, smarter air and heated front 
seats as part of the package. 

But back to the star; it’s a B-Max powered 
by Ford’s new superfly weight three-cylinder 
petrol engine. It’s tiny, but a turbocharger 
helps the modest one litre unit perform like a 
champ from several weight divisions above. 

It’s a remarkable piece of engineering, 
sounding wonderfully potent when pushed 
and delivering mid-range overtaking per¬ 
formance you have to experience to appreci¬ 
ate. The near certainty of at least 40mpg 
helps too. There’s a more powerful (122bhp 
against 99bhp) of the engine in the B-Max 
range but only available in Titanium trim for 


Clever sliding side doors make access easy for young and especially the old 



SPARK 1.0+ 

THE 5-DOOR CITY CAR WITH EXPRESSIVE DESIGN 

-Oft PER MONTH 
L 5J £2,035 DEPOSIT 

60 MONTHS £7,975 


■ Electric Windows 

■ 119g/km - only £30 per year road tax 

■ 5-door practicality 

■ Central locking 

■ Fuel efficient: up to 55.4mpg 

■ CD-Radio with Aux input 

■ MP3 & USB connectivity 



AVE01.2 LS 

THE 5-DOOR CITY CAR THAT’S FUN TO DRIVE 
PER MONTH 

110 9 £1 -" 5 depos|t 
60 MONTHS £10,295 


■ 5* NCAP 

■£30 a year road tax 

■ Air conditioning 

■ Start/Stop technology 

■ Electric Windows 

■ Cruise control 


Picture for illustration purposes only 



Picture for illustration purposes only 



CHEVROLET 


HALESOWEN MOTOR HOUSE 

Dudley Road West Midlands B63 3NH 
0121 462 2914 
www.halesowenchevrolet.co.uk 


Spark1.0+ and Aveo 1.2 LS shown feature metallic paint at an extra cost of £425. Offer available until March 31st 2013. *0% APR Representative. Minimum 20% deposit. Finance 
subject to status. Terms and Conditions apply. Applicants must be 18 or over. Guarantee/Indemnity may be required. Finance by Santander Consumer (UK) pic, RH11SR. Offers available 
at participating Dealers only and not available in conjunction with any other offer. Offers may not apply to all Dealer stock. Warranty expires at 5 years or 100,000 miles, whichever 
occurs first. This offer includes Chevrolet’s standard Customer Care Commitment of a 2 year unlimited mileage manufacturer’s warranty, and third year manufacturer’s warranty with 
a 60,000 mile limitation. Years 4 and 5 are an insurance-backed warranty up to a maximum of 100,000 miles. The warranty excludes wear and tear and serviceable items and the 
vehicle has to be serviced in accordance with the manufacturer’s servicing schedule. 5 year warranty is available on retail registrations and at participating Dealers only. Prices 
correct at time of print. 

Official Government Environment Data. Fuel consumption figures mpg (litres/10Okm) and C0 2 emissions (g/ 
km). Chevrolet Spark Range: Urban 42.8 (6.6), Extra Urban 67.3 (4.2), Combined 55.4 (5.1) CO„ emissions 119g/ 
km. Chevrolet Aveo Range: Urban 34.0 (8.3) - 67.2 (4.2), Extra Urban 55.3 (5.1) - 85.6 (3.3), Combined 44.8 (6.3) 
- 78.4 (3.6), C0 2 emissions 147 - 95g/km. 
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MOTs 


CHRONICLE 


MOTORING Powered by 


m®tors 


UA — 




SjSrfahterim or full service 




There are many 
ways to search at 


m®tors 

.co.uk 


Your search ends here. 


m Follow us on Twitter 
m Join us on Facebook 


In partnership with Ex pffiSS & www.expressandstar.com/motors 


_IMPERIAL COMMERCIALS, 

VyrcT ) PARK ROAD, HALESOWEN 
B63 2RL 

ford@imperialcommercials.co.uk 


01384 426677 


You want to buy a second-hand car. 


Just something that's fuel-efficient. But it needs a bit of 
- your neighbourhood’s quite nilly and your groceries can be 
so heavy. And it’s nice to have an engine that 


The stylish Mazda MX-5 sportscar will do 0-62 in an impressive 7.9 seconds 

Expect more acclaim 
for new Mazda MX-5 


MAZDA’S iconic MX-5 has 
been setting hearts racing 
since 1989 and will continue 
to do so looking at the newly 
released upgraded model. 

The new model went on sale this 
week with a fresh face and increased 
safety levels, virtually assuring that 
Mazda bosses will be mounting the 
podiums again in 2013 to collect even 
more awards. 

There’s no denying Mazda style and 
now there’s a new, pedestrian-friendly 
bonnet, satellite navigation, side 
airbags, climate control and air condi¬ 
tioning as well. 

Keeping ahead of tougher EU regu¬ 
lations, the MX-5 is the first Mazda to 
be equipped with an active bonnet 
system. If a collision with a pedestrian 
is detected, the bonnet instantly ‘pops- 
up’ to increase the crumple zone 
between bonnet and engine. 

And at the same time, Mazda engi¬ 


neers have worked on the vacuum 
booster to improve braking into bends. 

There’s an aggressive new front 
grille and new bumper design with a 
bold chin spoiler creating a deeper and 
wider, improving aerodynamics by 
reducing drag. 

The Mazda MX-5 has won dozens of 
accolades for its superb quality and 
handling finesse through a rear-wheel 
drive chassis that delivers pure driving 
exhilaration. 

Responsiveness 

Now, the six manual transmission 
models feature a modified throttle to 
improve responsiveness and give even 
more acceleration. 

The upgraded Mazda MX-5 benefits 
from enhanced equipment with 
climate control air-conditioning and 
glossy dark grey dashboard panel and 
steering wheel inserts on every model. 

Upgraded Mazda MX-5 Sport Tech 
and PowerShift models also gain an 
auto-dimming interior mirror, while 


Sport Tech models also boast an alloy 
pedal set. The Sport Tech Nav model 
features a TomTom satellite-naviga¬ 
tion system with a fully integrated 5.8- 
inch touch screen monitor, 4GB SD 
card based map, Live Services, iPod 
and Bluetooth connectivity, and com¬ 
plete multi-media functionality. 

The range also benefits from a 
refreshed palette of colours and new to 
the Mazda MX-5 range, sparkling 
black mica, dolphin grey mica and 
crystal white pearlescent along with 
the popular red, aluminium silver 
metallic, copper red and stormy blue 
mica. MX-5 enjoys incredible popular¬ 
ity in Britain and now the upgraded 
range offers an even more rewarding 
sportscar ownership experience. 

The Mazda MX-5 is a thoroughly 
modern sportscar that you can buy 
with your heart and your head. 

There are seven soft-top and coupe 
models to chose from, priced from 
£18,495 to £23,595 on-the road. 
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BUNDS & CURTAINS 


CARPENTRY 


DOUBLE GLAZING 


GARDENING 


3 for 2 on selected blinds Ism carpentry & building 


Fittings available in January, 2013 


10% discount with this advert ] 




■ Made to Measure 


■Supply & Fit 


■ Plantation Shutters 


’H 


• Extensions/Canopy’s \ 

• loft conversions \ 

• Bathroom and Kitchen Refurb^V^^ 

• Fitted Bedrooms/Home Offices ^—-— 

• All Types Of Plasterings 

• General Carpentry 

CALL: 0121 601 7727 * 07879 681591 




Blinds 


£ 

4 IW 


DAVID ADAMS! 


am 


■ Extensive range of blind & shutter Ring for 
designs and materials FREE 

larantee ■ Prompt and efficient service Quote 

■ Call 0121 624 2053 

J www.daviesblinds.co.uk 

Quality & Professionalism Assured 


C ] 


Doors, loft conversions, laminate 
flooring, UPVC windows & doors 


30 years experience 


0121 602 1450 
07885 417812 


GLOBAL BLINDS 

VERTICAL ROLLER AND VENETIAN 


6 Verticals FOR ONLY £199 


ELECTRICIAN 

Fully guaranteed work 
Honest reliable service 


ANT 


Ring Tony or Julie on 

0121 422 3549 
07974 428 603 


‘No Job Too Small’ 


Superb Quality - Genuine Offers 
FOR FRIENDLY ADVICE & SERVICE 


BARGAIN BLINDS & CURTAINS 


Local Fitter 


POINTER & 

DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured (i 

0.A.P Discounts . 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121 561 1881 
or 07532 200591 


MBCJ electric 

All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: SaZ 

0121 3690311 
07939 503905 

mbelectric. co. uk MBB" 


Vat Off 


I 7 Quality 
ertical Blinds 




.EBRATING OUR 14TH YEAR r, 


We cover all aspects 
of internal & external 
decoration. 

Sttpenieoced team oj 20 + yecvui- 

O.A.P DISCOUNTS 


MULLARD 


ALL TYPES OF DOMESTIC 
ELECTRICAL WORK 
UNDERTAKEN & FINISHED TO 
THE HIGHEST STANDARD 

■ Call Dan on: 

Mias EBB 01384 263357 
■BSBB or 07866 886364 


CELI 

®©@® d-a-a l0 . 7rf 

. www.ukbargainblinJs.co.uk | 9am ' 9 P m 7 da y s | 


Blinds Less 


Top quality blinds at 
budget prices 

"We will 
beat any 
like for 
like 
quote" 

Local company, full range of blinds 





S. K. Smith 
Building Services 

THE COMPLETE 
BUILDING SERVICE 

Any job - any size! 

Extensions, Brickwork, Patios, 
Fencing, Roofing, Plastering, 
Kitchens and Bathrooms 

For a Free No 
Obligation 
Quotation call 

0121 5857206 

Visit us at 
sksmithbuildingservices.co.uk 


2 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

r Painters & 
^Decorators 

OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 
Residential and Commercial 
work undertaken 
CALL 07860 20671 3 / 
Q1 21 550 5784 


Elegant 
Stairs 

Quality Stairparts 
supplied & fitted , 
by mature 



For this and other carpentry 
work phone Bill for a 
Free Estimate/Quote on 

0121 533 9339 
or 07505 807686 


LOCK 

PROBLEMS 

UPVC, Yale, Chubb, etc? Lost keys? 
Broken door locks? Window and door 
security locks changed, fitted, upgraded. 

Tony Lane 01384 354344 
07540 380140 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


Decking to DIY 
Plastering to Plumbing 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 


s hleu Services 


Painting & Decorating 
Tiling & General Maintenance 

FREE QUOTES 



Full liability insurance 

OSS on: 0121 550 7817 
07980 286695 


Misted Sealed Units? 
Contact us for a free quote! 

Tel 01384 566100 O £ 

Email: quotations® 
blackcountryglazing.com mm 1 *' 

BLACK COUNTRY GLAZING Est 1987 mTB 


DOMESTIC INSTALLATIONS 


Bow's 
U niversal 
D omestic 
I nstalls 


COOKER 

INSTALLS 


3 


Gas, Electric and LPG 
Built-in Ovens and Hobs f|| COO TA't 17Q 
Range Cookers and Hobs UI DDt #411/0 

Washers, Dishwashers, 07973 534527 

Televisions, Wallmounts (17QQ9 79QDC1 uasbare 
also installed U/3u£/£uUDI Register506334 

www.bowsuniversaldomesticinstalls.com 


ELECTRICIANS 


tfYty# Electrical 

” Kingswinford Limited 


Domestic 


Industrial 


Commercial 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 


Starkey Electrical Ltd 

Manor Lane, Halesowen / Domestic, Commercial & Industrial Electricians 


For all your electrical needs in the 
home, garden, driveway or 
offioe/retail premises 

• Emergency call outs-7 days a week 

• Experienced electricians NIOEIO regulated 

• Competitive Prices/FREE quotations 

www.starkeyelectrical.co.uk 

email: stuart@starkeyelectrical.co.uk "|“™ 

CONTRACTOR 

Office: 0121 602 8088 • 07967 650 567 


FENCING 


Fencing & Cates 




All Garden Work Undertaken 

• Slabbing • Block Paving • Tree Felling 
• Turfing • Garden Clearance 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Manufacturers of all Concrete Products 
eg. Concrete Posts, Gravel Boards 
All work guaranteed Insurance work undertaken 
Over I 5 years experience (Public liability covered) 

Call Steve on 


01384 242891 or 07970 300586 


• Tree Surgeon Specialist 

• Stump Grinding/Root Removal 

• Hedges Pruned/Shaped 

• Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 

• Fencing • Turfing • Concreting 

• Driveways & Patios 

• Plus Much More Call Now For a 
No Obligation Quotation 

24/7 365 emergency callout service 

01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


Garden Transformations 

From total makeovers and 
clearances to 
decking and 
fencing 




R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 

• Hedges and lawns cut 

• General tidy and rubbish removed 

• Garden Landscaping 

Telephone; 07851 323303 


KITCHENS & BATHROOMS 


MarkWedgbury 

FITTED KITCHENS, BATHROOMS AND BEDROOMS 
Made to measure 


Fault Finding & Condition Reports 
Rewires/Part Rewires 
Additional Sockets 
Shower Replacements 
Intruder Alarms 
Security Lights 
Storage Heaters 
Electric Cooker Repairs 
Visit our website for more services 

Over 16 Years Experience 

+ » “ 01384 278471 

_ * _ www.cwelectricalkinqswinford.c 



FREE QUOTATION • NO OBLIGATION 

07973 766213 01384 341246 

mrk_wedgbury@yahoo. co.uk 
Fit pre-purchased - Est Since 1990 


PAVING 


DRIVES • PATHS • PATIOS • COBBLES 



All Work Guar! 

(01384) 869605 

07754 676336/07950 659668 


Visit our website www.fine-linepaving.co.uk 


DISCOUNT DRIVEWAYS 

Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583 170190 

www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



To advertise your business and reach over 50,000 potential customers.... 



Call us on... 

01384 353227 


m 


E-mail us at... 

r.cooper@expressandstar.co. 





Post to... T 

Ryan Cooper, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake , 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich. B70 OQB A 
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Local Tradesmen 


MOTORING 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 


Motor 


Motor Body Work Specialists 
Insurance Approved 
From a minor bump to major repairs 
FREE local pick up and delivery 
FREE estimates and written quotes 


30 Years Experience 



We also supply a car and van to none fault or insurance c 
Web: www.crosswaysmotorbodies.co.uk 
email: crossways1@btinternet.com 

Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 


MOT 


with this advert 

FREE RE-TEST 

Green Garage, Unit 2a Station Road, 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club), Blackheath, B65 OU 

0121 559 6001 


E3 


MOT 


OVEN CLEANERS 



PLASTERING 



ITT 


11 


7 1 1 • 


types of plastertna w 
— Mutortaken ~ I 

OVER 28 YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Call us on 01384 622466 
or 07971 569648 


m 


: ARTEXMAN ■ 

* Complete range * 

* Repairs and coving * 

l FOR FREE ESTIMATE * 

* Telephone Tim on Sedgley + 

: (01902)675144/ : 
‘ 07890 655189 * 


OH PLASTERERS 


SUPERWARM 

HEATING 


Specialists in replacing 

Boilers, Power Flushing Systems, 
Landlord Certificate’s, Worcester 
Bosch & Vaillant accredited Installer 


30+ YEARS EXPERIENCE 


Ex British Gas 


i 


skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
complete rooms 



KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


KS 
r SERVICES 

{ All types of General Repairs 
to your home and garden 
Also interior and exterior 
decorating 

Local Friendly Service 

^0121 532 4861 

No Job Too Small 


Q3J 

Plumbing Services 

• Specialist in small plumbing repairs 
• Tap repairs • Overflows • Tanks 
• Burst pipes 

General plumbing repairs and guttering 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Over 35 years' experience 
For a friendly, reliable service 
Call Paul on 07751 669066 


PLUMBING & HEATING 


PRIME HEATING & 
IbUUM Bl NGfSURBlil ESI 



OPEN TO TRADE AND THE PUBLIC 


O Bathroom Suites 
O Showers and Fittings 
O Bathroom Furniture 
O Central Heating Radiators 
O Designer Bathroom 
OTap and Basins 

Odiy 
O Trade 


01384 650 444 I PRIME 

7 Upper High Street, Cradley Heath B64 5HX 
www.primehp.net 




All aspects of Plastering, 
Dry Lining, 

Skimming and Rendering, 
Artex and Artex 
Removed 

Insurance work undertaken 
Call for free estimates 

0121 4213934 
07748 644816 




Worcester 

Accredited 

Installer 

Plumbing, Heating, Gas Fires, 
Fireplaces, Full Bathrooms 

• Service, Repair and Installations 
24 years experience - ex British Gas 
Glow Worm accredited installer 

www.ppsplumbingheating.co.uk 
0121 422 9767 
07810 122846 

Hurst Green, Halesowen 


Nick's ■ 

Plastering I 1S Heating Services 

Services 


ALL TYPES OF 
PLASTERING WORK 
UNDERTAKEN 
Advanced City and 
Guilds Qualified 
OVER 30 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE 
Low Prices 
FREE QUOTES 




Office 52A, Summer Hill, Halesowen 

(opposite Wilkinson) 

• Central Heating • Gas Fitting 

• Plumbing 

• Gas Appliance Servicing 

• Boiler Maintenance & Repairs 

• Specialists in Combination Boilers 

• Fully Trained Engineers 

• Family Run Business FREE 

QUOTES 


Call us today for fast, friendly advice 

Office: 0121 503 0066 Mobile:07584 070 475 
www.gas-heating-services.net 


PLUMBING & HEATING 


U S E H O L D 

M Bl N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

All installations and repairs ^est 
'!R! ie Supply and fit or fit only 

TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449 -0121-601 6767 
^ www.household-plumbing.co.uk ^ 




ROOFING 



ast and friendly service from a family run 
business, with over 10 years’ experience 

SPECIALISTS IN TILE, SLATE, 

fibreglass flat roofing, flat felt roofing, uPVC, 
fascias, soffits and guttering, lead work, 
pointing and storm damage 


no job too big or too small 
For a free quote call 

0121 421 1649 or 07841 046 126 
Kent Road, Halesowen, B62 8PD 


ROOFING SERVICES 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt and 
Garage Roofs 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 



Home: 01384 892963 
Mobile: 07584 081228 


R HICKMAN ROOFING LTD 


28 years experience 

ALL TYPES OF ROOFING 
AND MAINTENANCE 

FREE Quotes 

• General work undertaken 

• All areas covered 

• Fascias, Soffits & Gutters 


Call: 07970 818147 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
01384 468831 / 07985 575865 


ROB’S 
RUBBISH 

A CHEAP RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 7 DAYS 

Small Jobs 

NO PROBLEM 

w We load, 

No Skips 
Free Estimates 

Garden, Household, Shed, 
Garage, Fridges, White 
Goods, House Clearances 

0121 500 6033 


JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 

SERVICES 




SKIP HIRE 

IN HALESOWEN 

Minis - Midis 
The best in the West 

0121 561 5493 
07956 664002 


No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

® Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
ar 0121 561 2344 evenings after ( 


Local 

Tradesmen 

Need a job doing? 

Call one of our 
local tradesmen 
appearing weekly 
on these pages 




All Size Skips 
All Areas 
Best Prices 

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

All Size Skips available for immediate delivery 
Scrap Cars removed for FREE 
For more details call: 

T: 07920 885774 
01384 482542 



Shed shop 


All size sheds 

Playhouses, Summer houses etc 
Fitted, delivered and Erected 

All at competitive prices 
Call now on 07920 885774 or 
01384 482542 


I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories ! 1 


Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call lan on 
01384 412796 Or 07890 894631 


r 



Bathrooms, Kitchens and 
Conservatories 
For a free quote call 
Tony Baker 

0121 422 4116 
07961 604632 


To advertise your business and reach over 50,1 > potential customers 



Call us on... 

01384 353227 


m 


E-mail us at... 

r.cooper@expressandstar.co. 




Post to... T 

Ryan Cooper, Halesowen Chronicle, Black Lake , 
Regional Centre, West Bromwich. B70 OQB A 
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www.expressandstar.com/free-editions 


classified 


There's nothing like it for buying and selling 

01902 317878 

www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 


ONLIN E/,FREE ADVERTS) 

IT'S FREE, IT'S EASY 
For items up to £250 

\v^www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

^ Simply press the free ad icon 

Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. Private advertisers only. 


By telephone, post 
or in person at your 
local branch, u in 

0 B W 

Items up to £250 

£3.00 per entry 

Sorry, no pets, guns or livestock. 
Private advertisers only. 


SELL IT FAST 
SELL IT LOCAL 



(Conditions apply) 


Place your ad 

By phone 01902 317878 
8.30am - 6pm Monday - Friday 
Closed Saturday 

Online 

www.expressandstar.com/bookanad 

In person 

at your local Express & Star Office 
Cancel/amend, call before 4.00pm Monday - 
Friday for the next day's advertisement or also 
before 4pm Friday for Monday's advertisement 



CRIMSON TIDE 
CHEERLEADERS 

Based at Aldersley School, 
Wolverhampton are 

recruiting new members. 
From age 5 years upwards. 
Cheerleading classes held 
Sundays, Hip Hop and Pom 
Dance Classes held on 
Mondays. 

For more Information please 
call 07909 697785. 


FRIENDLY, EASY GOING 

Tall Male, 54, nice looking, 
good sense of humour. 
Genuine and reliable, enjoys 
days out and all the usual 
things. 

Seeks good sense of humour, 
loving lady for Friendship, 
Romance and more. 

Box Number P18280, 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES. 


GENTLEMAN 

Fifty-eight years, sincere and 
caring, non smoker, seeks a 
good looking Lady, medium 
build for Friendship, leading to 
long term loving Relation¬ 
ship. 

Box Number P18276, 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES. 


LADY, 62 

Tall, slim, n/s, seeks tall, n/s 
male, between 60-65, with 
GSOH, Stourbridge area, for 
friendship/relationship. 

Box Number P18279, 
Express and Star, 

Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES. 


MALE 75. 

N/S, solvent, seeks local West 
Midlands Lady for friendship 
or maybe more and holidays. 

Box Number P18275, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES. 


NEW SINGLES VALENTINE 

Dating Events! The Old Stags 
Head, Penn - ages 35-55, Tues, 



SOCCERSTARS 
ACADEMY 

Opening Saturday, Jan 12, 
10am - 11am, at the Dormston 
Centre, Sedgley. 
Recruiting boys and girls ages 
5-11 years. 

No experience needed. 

For more information call 
Martin on 07824 530970. 


SCHOOL HOMEWORK 

Help for two children, aged 8 
and 11, also Microsoft office, 
general knowledge. 6hrs pw, 
(2hrs x 3 evenings), meets min 
wage, suit person living in 
Goldthorn Park area. 
07952 482248. 


TALL ELEGANT LADY 

Ready to start a new chapter 
in her life, looking for long 
term, happy relationship with 
tall, sincere, stylish, NS gent, 
59 - 60 yrs, interested in 
walking, theatre, holidays, 
meals out and cooking for 
Friends and Family over a 
glass of wine. 

Photo appreciated and 
returned. 

Write Box No. P18274 (WS), 
Shropshire Newspapers Ltd, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


WEDNESFIELD 

Based FC Charter Standard 
Club 
Require 

Under 9’s Goal Keeper 

Paul on 
07952 658032. 

Also required 
Under 16’s all positions. 

Paul on 
01902 750 228. 


market 
place 


aerials 




CASTLE AERIALS 


Aerials from £64.99, Sky, 
multirooms, 10 yrs experience, 
free estimates, We will beat 
any written quote!. 


Call: 01384 350150 


JM! 


DIGITAL 
mAERIAL'Si 

1 aerial into 2 rooms 

CSS 

1 aerial into 4 rooms 

C1SS 

1same!day!servicei 


01902 858191 
01384 429166 


01543 439095 
01922 716029 
07833 738857 


education & tuition 

BaBhu19 

HALESOWEN TUTORS Est 1992 
West Midlands Premier Agency 
Home individual tutoring 
LOCAL QUALIFIED TUTORS 
Protection of Chidren Act 
regulated and Police checked 
Primary, 11+, SATS, 
Secondary, GCSE, A, Deg, etc 

0121 2124986 
01902 671683 

www.cloisterstutoring.co.uk 
NEW TUTORS WELCOME 

elderly & disabled 


MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 
01902 569216/ 07831 246292 
WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recon lifts 
from £799. New lifts available. 
Telephone: 01952 405397. 


furniture 




ITALIAN DINING TABLE 

four chairs, two carvers, good 
condition, £100. 
ITALIAN CORNER 
CUPBOARD 
good condition, £50. 
07505 860351. 


MAHOGANY wall/display unit, 
Morris of Glasglow, excellent 
quality and condition, must be 
sold, £75 ono. 01902 653789. 

SHERBOURNE CHELSEA reclin¬ 
ing chair, as new, cost £680, sell 
for £350 ono. Can deliver. 

Telephone 01902 338571. 


house clearances 


v 


A ABSOLUTE cash price paid for 
house clearances and bereave¬ 
ments. Tel: 07852 172641 


items for sale 


CORRUGATED roofing sheets 
Also tile effect /box profile 
/curved and z purlins. 

Hornsey Steels 01547 530419 


MUST BE SEEN 


GRANDFATHER LONG 
CASED CLOCK 

In excellent condition, approx 
50 years old £300 ono. 
Granddaughter clock 
excellent condition, £225. 
French solid marble clock, 
1890, needs slight attention, 
for quick sale, £175. 

01922 642198.07564 207146. 


MUST BE SEEN 


L.K/.B A erials 

OAR Discount • Free Quotes 
2 Year Guarantee _ 


v ,scounf 

1 0% Vouo„o, 


8 till Late - 7 days a week 
www.digitalaerialfitter.co.uk | 

All Major Credit/Debit Cards Accepted 
01384 918671-07572 838893 


■ IHNINI’lrl-liirTTm 


HALESOWEN 

Pri. 

FREE QUOTES & OAP DISCOUNTS 
FROM YOUR LOCAL AERIAL MAN 
NEW AERIALS * REPAIRS * TUNING * 
SET UP TV’s * FREE-SAT 

£10 OFF REPAIRS & TUNING 



household appliances 


MST £ PRESENT 


DOMESTIC APPLIANCES LTD 


New Graded & Re-Furbished Appli 

Sales & Repairs 

Local Delivery Available 


24-26 Church Street 
Bilston, Near Wolverhampton 
WV14 0AH 

Tel/Fax: 01902 403770 





AMERICAN FRIDGE FREEZER, 

Maytag MSS20FBB 4/1, black, un¬ 
used, insurance replacement, 
cost £1,100, £850. 07973 256153. 


items wanted 


uiive clu, mui/ veiiumg iiictuiiiiie&, 

old tills, anything old. 01384 
484309. 07930 949337. 

ACTION MAN wanted from 60’s or 
70’s, also any toys, private collec¬ 
tor. Call 07967 523514. 


ALL GOLD 9ct £300 per ounce 

CASH PAID TODAY 

A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester 
Moorcroft • Old coins • Watches 
Jewellery • Old toys • Clocks 
Paintings • All silver items 
Pre ‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 
01922 495066 OR 
07971 783206 


all Railway 

COLLECTIONS WANTED 
ANY GAUGE OR AGE 

Also live steam. 

Also, Diecast, Dinky, Corgi, 
Spot On. 

Guaranteed top cash prices 
paid!! 

0121602 2569 or 07891713547 


COMICS ANNUALS and cigarette 
cards required. Beano, Dandy, 
Rupert, Marvel, etc. Pre 1970. 
FU11 collections bought. 

01952 253266. 


FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES 

Tickets and other sports 
memorabilia. 

Top prices paid for the right 
item. 

Call Paul 01543 251743. 



OLD BIBLES Wanted, pre 1900, for 
Private buyer fair prices paid. 
Telephone 0115 939 7145. 

OLD COINS / MEDALS wanted. 
Whatever you have. 

Please telephone 01384 
273396. Private. 

OLD POCKET or wrist watches 
wanted, good or broken, collec¬ 
tions or parts. Also chains. 

01746 765278. 

URGENTLY REQUIRED. DVDs, 
Blu-rays and CDs, good prices 
paid, can collect. Please call 
07889 467889 or 01905 20821. 

kitchens & 
b athrooms 

KITCHEN, white, good condition, 
gas cooker, extractor, double 
sink, worktop. £500. 

Telephone 07831 788954. 


TAP SET, stainless steel sink/bath, 
armatige Shanks, as new, £30. 
07564 999582. 


music shop 


BASS GUITARIST 

Required for gigging Classic 
Rock band called 
Hardride. 

Send details of experience, 
equipment and transport to 
leslieturnerl000@gmail. com. 


removals 


I CHEAPER I 
r REMOVALS 


REMOVAL VAN & DRIVER 
FOR HIRE 

Single Items to Full Removals. 
01902 894916 / 07807 773035 


A AND M CHEAP Removals local, 
careful firm, full / part loads. Don 
- 0800 587 0377 / 07749 941319. 

A MAN WITH A VANSingle items, 
flat/house removals/clearances, 
local/nationwide. Call Steve. 
0121 422 2999 or 07815 043724 

CALL PETE - MAN WITH A VAN, 

Removals, clearances. Items 
large or small. Call: 01902 741546 
/ 07917 679360 / 01384 486126. 


skip hire 




GRINSELLS SKIP HIRE LTD. 

Mini, midi, maxi, large. Screened 
soil and crushed hardcore for 
sale. All skips for weekend must 
be booked by Friday 0121 555 



HOUSE CLEARANCES/Tree 
Surgery/ Rubbish Removals. No 
need for a skip. FUee Quotes. We 
load. 07789 024695/ 07867 430066 

specialists at your 
service 


alarms/security 

PREMIER ALARMS supplied & 
fitted £185. All quotes beaten, 
servicing/repairs 0121 601 9791. 

carpet & upholstery cleaning 


A CLASS CARPET & 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 

Carpets dry in 30 minutes. 

Call Paul: 07870 341089 
www.aclasscarpetcleaning.co.uk 


double glazing repairs 


rserme 

\Fg3ouu\ 

Condensation removal 
from failed double 
glazing at least 
50% cheaper than 
replacements. 

\o 


flooring 


3 FLOOR FINISHES 

Laminate, Carpet & Vinyl floor fitter 
Professional and Reliable service, 
25 years experience. Free estimates 

Call: 07890 981282 


gas fitting 


GAS 

SERVICES 

• Boilers 

• Cookers 

• Fires 

• Gas Checks 

• Landlord Certificates 

• Gas Leaks Traced 

Fitted, Serviced and Repaired 
Same Day Service 
Free Quotes 

DISCOUNTS FOR OAPs 


Call: 01902 366855/ 
07761 973975 


guttering 

A* GUTTERING: Residential & 
Commercial Cleaning. Conserva¬ 
tories, Drives etc: 07969 117656. 

plans prepared 

ADAM DESIGN, Building Plans. 
Drawn and submitted to council. 
Tel: 01902 620200 / 07841 654037. 
Email: adamdesign@sky.com 


roofing 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, 
roof repairs, fascias and gutters. 
Call 01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 
PREMIER ROOFING 25% off all 
New Roofs, Repairs and Fascias. 
01384 353600 or 07875 387445. 
PREMIER ROOFING 25% off all 
New Roofs, Repairs and Fascias. 
01384 353600 or 07875 387445. 
SEMI RETIRED ROOFER All 
things roofing, flat roofs/fascias 
and guttering, 38 yrs experience. 
Please call Keith: 07546 158165 


sports & leisure 

VIBRATING Power plate, step 
plus, £300ono each, 2 available, 
new with manuals. 07957 123514. 

tv/home 

entertainments 


service 


AERIAL/TV SPECIALISTS 

TV Plasma / LCD repairs 
Digital aerial installation 
Wall mount / set ups / etc 
Plasma, LCD TV’s from £99 
Any area, 7 days 

07850 330251 


leisure 


BEST SATURDAY BOOTSALE IS BACK! 

This and every Saturday, 10am. 

Hilton, between Wolverhampton 8. Bridgnorth, WV15 5NR. 
Cocksparrow Lane Bootsale opens February 3rd. 

Details: 07890 267041 
www.bestbootsales.com 




caravans wanted 


A MODERN Touring caravan 
wanted. 

Prompt viewing. 

01299 266821. 

CARAVAN WANTED, around 20ft, 
4 berth, £1,000 cash paid. 

07930 949337 or 01384 484309. 


caravans / 
motorhomes 


ABBEY VOGUE GTS, 2001, 4 
berth, fixed bed, full awning, 
motor mover, hitch lock, blow air 
heating, o/b water tank, £5,495 
ono. 07971 794453. 


guns & dogs 




NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 


-\ 

in your garden 


Top Soil, 

H| Building Sand 
Paving/Concrete Cand 
Decorative Gravels 
Delivered Bagged or Loose 

01 902 893226 


weathered, sage green, 
only, £150. 07545 828797 

WHEELBARROW, 

unwanted gift, £25 
07564 999582. 


what's on 




pets corner 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when pur- 
chasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you 
can follow to ensure that you 
are not purchasing from a 
Puppy Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
ippy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given 
any KC documentation, if 

pedigree. 

Whilst Midland News 

Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 
liability should readers pur¬ 
chase from this 
kind of establishment. 


BABY RABBITS, Lionheads, 
males and females, nice colours, 
£15 each. 07961 972629. 

BABY RABBITS, Lionheads, 
males and females, nice colours, 
£15 each. 07961 972629. 

FOREST DOG RESCUE 

Rehoming - Otto - Doberman, 
6yrs, male. Harley - GSD X, 
3yrs male. Bella - Husky, 3yrs, 
female. Colt - GSD X, 18mths, 
male. Buster - JRT X, 6mths, 
male. Hero - Boxer X, 18mths, 
male. Pogo - English Bull 
Terrier, 6mths, male. Sasha - 
GSD X, 20mths, female. Ty - 
Staffie, 3yrs,male. Zippy - 
Lurcher 3yrs, male. Harley - 
Border Collie, 16mths, male. 
Jessie J - Collie X 5yrs, female. 
Devlin - Boxer X, 
18mths, male. 

01299 269181 or 07564 262371 
www.forest-dog-rescue.org.uk 


GOLDEN RETRIEVER pups, KC 
reg, full vaccinated, vet health 
checked, £600. 01952 850318. 

JACK RUSSELL lyr old male, fully 
house trained, vaccinations up to 
date, loving home only, £100. 
07816 979493. 

JACK RUSSELL bitch puppy, 20 
weeks, fully vaccinated. For 
more details. 0121 602 1202. 

MINIATURE Jack Russell boy 
pups, short and rough haired, 
wormed, £150. 07966 258422. 

MOVING HOME Forces disposal 
of pond contents, Koi and others, 
must clear. Open to sensible 
offers. 01902 672622. 

VIVARIUM 4ft, heat lamp, strip 
lighting, rocks, thermostat, £100 
ono. Collect only. 01902 761059. 

WANTED Aviary birds for large 
private aviary. Also pigeons and 
poultry for beginner and parrot 
for house pet. 07970 485491. 

WESTIE PUPPIES 8 weeks old, 
parents can be seen, no papers, 
£200. 01902 656216 after 4pm. 

YORKSHIRE TERRIER puppies 
and Chihuahua puppies, ready 
now, 07952 926466. 


markets 


BIGGEST SUNDAY MARKE 
IN THE MIDLANDS 

Bescot Stadium, Walsall FC 
WS1 4SA, FREE PARKING, J9 M6 
07889 975701 All hard standing 
Stall Hire Available From £21 


MARKET & 


BILSTON 
SLUM DAY 
CAR BOOT 


52 WEEKS A YEAR, WHATEVER THE WEATHER! 
OVER 1 50 SHELTERED STALLS 
£15 t»l- 1 / £20 lor 2 
£25 for 3 
NO IY1EID! FREE 
PARKING! 

11 [NIDI li INI W 
IVI AIN AG EIV1EINT 
SELLERS TEIRIN III* - 
£ 1 O 1*1 It ROOT 
BILSTON I OWN 
CENTRE, WV1 4 ODIN 



0773B 777244 




business 


commercial 

premises 


CHEAP SMALL 
INDUSTRIAL UNITS 

for rent in Brierley Hill 
suitable for storage 
from £20 + VAT p/w 

Call Ronnie 07966 468 861 
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clissified 
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There’s nothing like it for buying and selling 

01902 317878 www.expressandstar.com/my-classified 


public & legal 
notices 


properties wanted 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 
Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email m.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 
(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 




property 




accommodation t< 
let 


NOTICE TO READERS 

It is an offence under the 
Accommodation Agencies Act 
1953, for an Agency to charge a 
fee simply for the registration of 
your requirements and/or sup¬ 
plying particulars of premises to 
let. 

NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial com¬ 
mitments. 

A ONE BED fully furnished flat, 
middle age/single person, £95pw, 
off Goodyear Island 01902 238770 

BEDSIT, Cradley Road, Nether- 
ton, + Metropolitan Loft, Dudley. 
DSS welcome. 07850 589620. 

BEDSIT TO LET Own kitchen, 
bathroom shared. Near Dudley 
town centre. 07725 525540 

BILSTON. 1, 2 and 3 bed proper¬ 
ties available. DSS accepted. 
Deposit required. 07944 925591. 

DUDLEY, furnished room in 
shared house, £65pw inclusive 
No DSS/Pets 07712 950940. 

GBS PROPERTIES. 3 & 4 bed 
houses in Willenhall. 

Telephone 07968 737567. 

HALESOWEN Self contained 
single studio. Car park, C/H, 
£295pcm. Bowens 0121 7080113 
No DSS or Pets 

LOWER GORNAL area, fully self 
contained flatlet, own facilities, 
suit single, mature person. 

Call 01384 821363. 


ONE & TWO BED FLATS: Dudley 
Town Centre. Newly decorated. 
New carpets, CH. Secure parking 
n £410 pern. 07973 123136. 


PARKFIELDS, Windsor Road, 3 
bed semi, unfurnished, CH, DG, 
drive, immaculate condition, 
DSS welcome, £127pw. 

01902 334100 or 07858 628438. 


ROOM TO LET in shared house 
Fully furnished, centre of 
Stourbridge. £60pw + bills. 


UPPER GORNAL, 2 bed Terraced, 
no parking, garden, DSS consid¬ 
ered, call/text 07779 615293. 

WOLVERHAMPTON SUPERIOR 
studio apt. All white goods 
included. £120 p/w inc bills. No 
DSS or smokers. 07877 673330. 


flats for sale 



ANSTON WAY, WEDNES- 

FIELD 


First Floor, 2 Bed apartment, 
new Kitchen and Bathroom, 
Double glazing, Electric 
heating. 50% Share with Brom- 
ford Group/Orbit Homebuy. 
Call for more 

photos / web link. 

£40,000 
01902 655755 


houses for sale 



BETTWS CEDEWAIN, 


NEWTOWN 

]2 bedroom detached Bunga¬ 
low in beautiful Mid Wales 
village. Consisting of 2 double 
bedrooms, large kitchen/ diner 
double glazed pvc windows 
and doors. Detached 
garage/utility and full oil fired 
central heating. Easy main¬ 
tained gardens to front 
and rear. 

£185,000 ono. 01686 650620. 




We buy 


(9 * 

Vfl A 



Call Stan on 01902 628047 


pink ladies Ks 

ucnMIton A*<v 
IlKMIftd MtllM 

,'..0600 169 1118 -itWi 


WE BEAT ANY PRICE! 


We pay 100% of purchase price 

CCall 0800 783 28 




^ ©•tier Q«sh Qoal 


0800 

107 4117 


YOUHj Save Your Home* 





Get 95-100% For Your House - FAST! 


6^Free valuation. Free consultation SP100% Confidential. No obligation 

5?Any property. Any condition. Anywhere Repossession stopped 






0800 092 5743 
01902 489 500 

YellowSpringbok.co.uk 


cars over £1500 


FORD FOCUS 1.6 ZETEC 
CLIMATE 

5dr, 2002, facelift, neptune 
green, 68,000 miles, 12 months 
MoT, 5 months tax, very clean 
condition. 

£1,895 ono. 

01902 744206 / 07890 025585. 


PROPERTY NEEDED for long 
term let. We will pay above 
market rent for the right prop¬ 
erty. Call Lucy 07834 686561 

PROPERTY WANTED any condi¬ 
tion. Long term let. Guaranteed 
above market rent paid for right 
property. Call Sarah on 0121 526 
6410 


mobile homes 



MOBILE HOME 


One bed, Coven Heath. Own 
drive, private garden, over 
50’s, no dogs. 

£50,000 ono 

07955 614242 / 01902 791233. 


overseas property 


NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial com¬ 
mitments. 

property 

exchanges 



TO* 0£A8 OLIVER 
TRACING 
DfiA OUAlirtfD 
INSTRUCTORS 

t IMk«, 

fIMMt'l 

Wit NBA* CAT mA**B 

r.T'rtM camn 

vt mmoN 

fICt 

O* VMNNT) 

BOlti N7 

Mt&n ardc. courat 

U *-♦ 

0t2l 566 08* 


employment 

wanted 


ACTIVE PENSIONER 

Seeks employment, part time 
van driving, clean license, 2-3 
days or more, any where 
Great Britain, nights out OK. 

01902 332968 - 07842 431058 


BRICKLAYER REQUIRES 

extensions, alterations and 
garden walling. 07957 498758. 


motoring 




accessories & 
services 

accessories & services 


EXCHANGE WANTED 

2-bed house in Ashmore Park. 
Most areas considered (prefer 
Essington, Short Heath, Pool 
Hayes, New Invention, Lane 
Head) not Wednesfield. 
07449 029537. 






BILLY THOMAS 

HGV DRIVER TRAINING 

Inc B+E (CAR & TRAILER), 
THEORY, CPC TRAINING, 
1-2-1 TUITION 

CALL 01902 744726 
OR 07831 646601 



PERSONALISED NUMBER Plate 
for sale DE52 STE. £350 ono. 
07779 197769. 


mobile mechanics 


MOBILE MECHANICS Service & 
repairs. Headgasket, clutches 
and cambelts. 07747 848469. 


FORD FOCUS Estate, 1.6 Zetec, 06 
year, 06 reg., tax, MoT, metallic 
blue, fsh, lady owner, £3,650 ono. 
01902 791206 after 5pm. 


MG ZT135+ 

2.0 BMW diesel engine, 04 
reg, Facelift model, met black, 
129,000 miles, fsh, very good 
condition, remapped, 
165+bhp, very economical, 
MoT, tax, Xeons, loads of 
extras, very reluctant sale. 
£2,200 ono. 

Telephone 01384 359152 
or 07870 853299. 


4X4 


MITSUBISHI PAJERO 2.8 
LWB 

1996,154km on the clock. 
Good condition. 

10 months MoT, 8 months tax. 
Four new tyres, new battery. 
Lovely runner. 

£2,000 o.n.o. 

01384 865834 or 07948 426188. 
Am calls only. 


PEUGEOT 306 Cabriolet Special 
Edition, 2.0, green, MoT/tax, 
black leather, private plate, 
£2,000. Call 07952 352552. 


RENAULT 

Grand Scenic 2005, 1.5 diesel, 
92k miles 7 seats, 2 owner FSH, 
MoT 2014, 6 months tax, good 
condition and 48 mpg, 
alloys, EW 
£2 295 

01746 761723 or 07773 465274. 


RENAULT MEGANE 1.5DCi 
DYNAMIQUE, 2006 

Hatch, gold, panoramic 
sunroof, 8 track CD, 1 year tax 
and MoT by Renault, FSH, 1 
owner from new, 61,000 miles, 
excellent condition, £3,499. 
01384 287461. 


ROVER 75 Connoisseur CDT, 
diesel, full MoT, 8 months tax, 
very good condition, £1,500. 
07913 671164. 

SUBARU OUTBACK H6 3.0L 

53 Plate 137K, mettallic red 
over silver, all leather, heated 
seats, 12 months Mot, 5 months 
tax, tow pack, very 
good condition, 

£1,750. 

07786 9045328.01952 898262. 


AUTOMATIC 


VAUXHALL ASTRA AUTO 
1.9 LIFE 

07 Reg. 

Only 27,000 miles. 
Owned from new. 

4Dr, tax, MoT. 

Very good condition. 
New car forces sale. 
£3,400 o.n.o. 

07850 

589620. 


AUTOMATIC 


VAUXHALL CORSA 1.0 CLUB, 

2003, silver, MoT, tax, low 
mileage, very economical, £2,000 
ono. 01384 376174. 


VOLKSWAGEN POLO 1.4TDi 

2006, 5 door, 75k, dark blue, 
alloys, electric windows/ 
mirrors, CD, excellent condi¬ 
tion, MoT June 2013, tax April 
2013, Shrewsbury. 

£3,995 ono. 07803 932648. 


VW PASSATT 2.0 TDI SE, 2006., 
71k miles, FSH, excellent condi¬ 
tion. £5,500. o.n.o. 01902 785009 or 
07976 359922. 


cars under £1500 


ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly differenti¬ 
ate between Private and 
Trade. 


VW PASSATT 1.8 SE 20 valve, red, 
one owner, FSH, 12 months MoT, 
excellent condition throughout, 
£1,295 ono. 07702 172843. 


scrap vehicles 


VW POLO 1.0, 51 reg., 3-dr, blue, 
MoT/Tax Aug 2013. FSH, Ideal 
first car. £950. o.n.o. 07756 715625 


classic cars 


NISSAN FIGARO Convertible, 
1991, Classic Car, Green, MoT and 
Tax 9 months, £5,950. Telephone 
01299 266864. 


commercial 

vehicles 

VAUXHALL ASTRA Merit 1700 
TD, 97, private plate, tax/MoT, cl¬ 
ean, reliable,£475. 07508 875377. 

motorbikes 



WANTED VINTAGE British & 
Japanese motorbikes, also 
spares, cash paid, call 01902 
562154, 07956 447567. 07898 

774008 


driving tuition 


\ 



Homer’s 

Mini, Clio, Corsa, Fiesta, Punto, 207, KA, 


Fiat 500, Yaris. 

10 Hours £89! Five Hours £50! 

2 Hours £20! All Areas Covered 
Male & Female Instructors. 

Manual & Automatic 

Christmas & Birthday gift vouchers available. 

07970 200066 / 01922 780250 
01562 870050 / 01384 234954 
01543 660120 / 0121 564 0090 
01902 580065 

www.homersdrivingschool.co.uk 


FANTASTIC OFFERS 1st four 
lessons from £6.50 each. From £14 
therafter. Call: 01384 886108. 



ANYTHING CONSIDERED 
FREE COLLECTION 
WITHIN THE HOUR! 7 DAYS 


01902 562853 R7I 
07977 499516 W 
07895 346811- 24hrs 


CHRIS 
PAYS CASH 
TODAY 

for all scrap cars & vans 

Scrap it legally Avoid fines 
We supply a certificate 
of destruction. 

Licence no: EAWML40301 

No Worries Call Chris: 

01?J2 493V0} Day time 
0121 525 5813 J 
01902 659775 


TOP PRICES PAID FOR 
ALL SCRAP CARS, 

VANS, BIKES, CLASSICS 

Tel: 01902 408176 

1000’s of parts available at all times 

M0NM0RE RD.WV1 2TZ 


vehicles wanted 


alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 


CROWN MOTORS Guarantee best 
cash price for your unwanted car 
/ van 01902 495758 / 07903 549849 


BMA 

Established here 25 Years 
A wide range of vehicles 
between £700 - £1500. 
All vehicles HPI Cleared 
**Buy With Confidence** 
FU11 Mot’s and Warranties 
View under cover 
Major Credit cards 
www.bmamotors.co.uk 
01902 490555 
Dale St Bilston WV14 7JY 


CITROEN SAXO V.T.R Sports, 2 
door, MoT/tax. Lovely condition, 
£650. 07967 301006. 

CITROEN XSARA PICASSO 2001, 
manual, long MoT, 82K, very 
clean. £695. 01384 823222 / 07950 
398750. 

CITROEN XSARA PICASSO 2001, 
manual, long MoT, 82K, very 
clean. £695. 01384 823222 / 07950 
398750. 

FIAT PUNTO 1.2, 2001, 75k, 2dr, 8 
months tax and MoT, very tidy, 
£575. 07779 070800 

FIAT SCUDO, blue, 1.9 diesel, 52 
reg, one owner, low mileage, tax 
and MoT, £1,500 ono. 

01902 870736 (daytime). 

FORD FIESTA 1.3 1999, MoT Dec, 
no tax, good condition, first £375. 

01902 830969. 

FORD KA, 2003, MoT Jan 2014, pas, 
CD player, very good condition, 
very economical, £995. 

01384 379430 or 07721 098811. 

FORD KA 2004, 12 months MoT, 
clean car, bargain £895. 07903 
226347. 


KIA Pride 1.3, hatch, MoT, Tax, P 
reg, CD, low miles, economical, 
reliable, £375 ono. 07425 543392. 


ROVER 416i 5 door hatchback, 
dark grey, ES, EW, radio cassette, 
taxed and MoT’d, excellent con¬ 
dition, £550. 01384 401209. 

VAUXHALL VECTRA SRi 130, 
2001, tax, MoT, very good condi¬ 
tion, £650 ono. 

Stourbridge 01384 442056. 


VOLVO S40 Sport, 69K miles, 2001, 
tax 11/13, MoT 03/13, FSH, AC, 
good condition, £800. Details 
01384 214817. 


VOLVO V40 1.9 Estate, 51 reg, FSH, 
tax July, MoT June, diesel, 150K, 
gold, alloys, good condition, 
£1,195 ono. 07736 966975. 


LOOK 


VW BORA 

TDi 2001, 173k miles, Beige / 
Gold, diesel, abs, EW, EM, CD, 
with some history & receipts. 
Owned for 6 years and although 
high mileage, it is very reliable 
and economical (50mpg) with 
no known mechanical faults. 
Taxed till end March/ MoT’d till 
end 
Sept. 

£900 ono 

07816 935756 




Short breaks, holidays 
and long haul adventures 
to destinations near 
and far 

...by coach, rail, 

Eurostar, self-drive 
and air 


star extraTRAVEi 

See us online at: www.expressandstar.com/starextratravel 


Brought to you by the 


Express & Star 
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REGISTER USING YOUR MOBILE 

0333 3137360 

REPLY TO MEMBERS 

0906 500 3955 

(09065 cost £1.53p/m) 

COLLECT MESSAGES 

0906 500 3957 


l 


KIRSTY separated businesswoman 
with GSOH and solvent/good lifestyle 
looking for long term romance, lets meet 
and find out more about each other. 



To view these members 
and others go to: http ‘Jl 
dating.expressandstar.com 

| 

web ads ‘ 


Vlul.T.'lMNTfT? 



RYAN, 5ft 7ins, 37, medium build, 
brown hair, green eyes, honest, caring, 
seeks female for lasting relationship. 


J 


PICK AN ADVERT AND 
MAKE A DATE TODAY! I 


Guys Text n' Chat. Text in now and 
chat to local people. Send : 
CHAT207 To : 65125. Or call 0906 
635 0510. 

(T&C's below) 

SINGLE LADIES 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.53 per minute plus net¬ 
work extras. Texts cost 
£1.50 per message sent. 


CAROLINE attractive, kind, caring, 43, 
seeking kind, caring male for LTR, 45- 

50. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
3968371 

NATASHA single professional 39yr old 
brunette looking for fun and friendship 
with genuine guy, 30-50yrs. Status 
unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 395719 

TRISH tall slim young/good looking 
GSOH, professional, solvent, OHAC, 
affectionate and loves tic, WLTM male 
who also likes to be in a loving 
relationship, 39-50yrs. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 397579® 

CARING lady, 52, brown hair/eyes, 
seeks male, 30-60 for socialising, 
meals out, cinema, music, sports and 
having a laugh. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 392883® 

LOVING caring young 68yr old female, 
5ft 2ins, slim-medium build, size 12, 
smoker, seeks slim, well dressed guy 
with GSOH for LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 399923 ® 

ANGELA green eyed dark haired 
feminine lady who enjoys walking and 
keeping fit, seeking lonely kind 
gentleman for good times and more. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
399633 

LISA attractive blue eyed brunette, 
sporty, well maintained 25yr old uni 
student looking for older male for 
discreet dates. Status unimportant. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 399619 

GRACE Jones lookalike, black lady, 
53, 5ft 11 ins, OHAC, WLTM male, 45- 
65, 6ft plus for relationship. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 397681 

TRACY 26, pretty petite brunette, 
possibly looking for LTR but definitely 
looking for fun times with outgoing guy. 
Any age/looks. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 397027 

CLARE 38, single mum, curvy hour 
glass, loves to be tactile, OHAC, 
WLTM caring male for LTR. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 399047 ® 

PAULA 37, WLTM male companion for 
meals out, social drinking, weekends 
away, hopefully leading to a 
meaningful friendship with benefits! 
Any age. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:398503 

MICHELLE 39yrold nurse, slim, petite, 
blonde, blue eyes, looking to enjoy life 
with similar romantic, caring guy. 
Single dad welcome. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 398349 

DEBS lonely 40's female with no ties, 
GSOH, N/S, loves the simple things in 
life looking for similar soul mate to be 
happy together with. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 399523 

HI I’m Sharon an outgoing single mum 
looking to find love so thought I would 
give this a go, please don’t make me 
regret it, someone call me pis. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 399197 


HI I'm Marilyn a blue eyed beauty. Call 
me if you have a happy outlook and 
are seeking some fun. Age/looks 
unimportant. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 395665 

SUE confident professional, 
sporty/active, seeking sensitive 
interesting guy for intimate evenings in 
with great food and conversations. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 397485® 

MARIA French female looking for 
mutually convenient companionship, 
very friendly, very discreet and very 
interested in meeting with you! Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 397451 | 

LUCY beautiful big bottomed black 
female, very tactile, seeks mature 
honest white male for loving fun times. 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:397389 

KATHERINE 38, attractive, single, 
very lonely and looking for love, fun 
and male companionship. Pis get in 
touch. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
397123 

CARLA 41, brown hair/eyes, 5ft 2ins, 
loving, seeking male who likes walks, 
cinema and romantic meals. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 3961271 

SHARON slim blonde blue eyed 
outgoing 30's female looking for 
uncomplicated meets and adult 
companionship, like what you hear? 
Call me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:400119 

I'M Heather I love to cook, eat in/out, 
share a nice flirty glass of large wine or 
two with good company and am eager 
to hear from you. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 399715 

NICKY lonely 39yr old single mum 
looking for adult companionship and 
strictly no strings fun. ACA. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 399189 

DEBBIE sexy size 14, fun, outgoing, 
discreet, looking for fun times only with 
male over 40yrs, call to find out more. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
398759 

HI I'm Natalie 24, pretty, friendly, 
single, seeking energetic man for 
romantic walks, cosy nights in and fun- 
loving relationship. Any age/looks/race. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
397489 | 

TINA young attractive 27yr old single 
female looking for older friendly loving 
male for adult fun and good times. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 397563 

BEV 30yr old curvy attractive female, 
likes music, travel, animals, cosy 
nights in front of a log fire, looking for 
affectionate male for good times. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 397535 

MICHELLE attractive 30's female, 
blonde, leggy and very much single, 
seeking quality company, hopefully 
more with nice romantic male. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 395717 

BUBBLY female, 42, young at heart, 
honest, caring, likes outdoors, cinema, 
theatre, meals out, seeks likeminded 
male/soul mate, 40-50. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 357919 

VICKY honest caring female 33yrs, 
GSOH, loves meals in/out, travel, 
cinema, WLTM someone to enjoy nice 
things in life with and romance. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 383911 

DENISE tall leggy good looking single 
mum, easygoing, enjoys nights in/out, 
animals, WLTM tall male for fun times 
possibly more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:391873 


CAROLINE 42yrs, slim attractive 
blonde. Varied interests and solvent. 
WLTM honest male of any age. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 395675 

LOUISE 43, 5ft 5ins, medium build, 
GSOH, kind, caring, honest, genuine, 
loving, WLTM male, 43-55 with similar 
qualities for LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 376165® 

SARAH 23, attractive, brunette, slim, 
looking for male for LTR. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 3929791 

KAREN witty female who loves to 
laugh, WLTM similar male to share 
interests, romance, cosy nights in and 
more. Pis call. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 393125 

WIDOW 70, genuine, kind, caring, 
laidback, seeking male for friendship. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
387013 

MANDY 36, size 10, looking for 
relationship with open-minded man. 
Status unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 360317® 

ALICIA 19yr old green eyed female, 
very attractive, slim, long hair, 
independent, looking for fun with 
mature male, no time wasters. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 390059 

JENNY blue eyed cuddly independent 
female, loves countryside, animals, 
cooking, WLTM older male to spoil and 
look after. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No: 378481 

MAUREEN seeks male 32-45 for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 3235431 

FUN loving lady, outgoing, honest, 
caring, likes socialising, seeks older 
male, 50-70. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 383325® 

SHAPELY attractive, light skinned 
black female, 39, seeks attractive, fit, 
male, 30's, builder type, tanned, 
rugged for relationship. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 231152 

I'M Julie 36yrs old, attractive, fit, 
blonde, solvent with OHAC seeking 
man to spoil and enjoy good times. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 395051 

EASYGOING down to earth female, 
likes cooking, exploring new things in 
life, seeks male. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 386893 ® 

LADY young 60, outgoing, friendly, 
smart, likes cinema, shopping, meals 
out, seeks similar female friends for 
days out and evenings. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 387117 

PAULINE attractive petite nurse, loves 
evenings in/out, looking for honest 
male to share loving friendship and 
good times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 379535 

BLONDE attractive educated lady 50, 
young minded, seeks professional tall 
male, 45-55 for friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
391818® 

CATHY is a slim attractive lady with an 
open-minded attitude to life, she 
WLTM a man of any age. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 395657 

CLARE good looking, beautiful blonde, 
seeks male for fun and friendship. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 378209® 


JANICE 40, 5ft 5ins, medium build, 
brown eyes, likes music, cooking, cosy 
nights in/out, seeks similar male for 

LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
3974071 

BIG bubbly black female, single mum, 
looking for male for nights in and out. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
392501® 

SUSIE gorgeously feminine and 
sensual, loves lazy summer days, 
misses male companionship WLTM 
someone with sense of adventure and 
lust for life. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 394117 

61YR old lady 5ft 2ins, medium build, 
long dark hair, smoker, seeks smart 
gent who wants to get out and about 
for good times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 396409 

LOUISE youthful looking female 
looking for spontaneous male to put 
some love and lust back into life. Call 

me. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
392491 

HOME alone with no one to call my 
own! 38yr old girl looking for fun. Can 
travel. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
363277 

JOY 36 petite medium build, blue 
eyes, loves romantic walks, meals 
in/out, WLTM male 30-45 for meets. 
Status unimportant. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 386629 

CHRIS attractive slim sophisticated 
redhead, seeking male 30-50's to relax 
with and get to know. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 392401 | 

LOUISE 35, loves meals out, wltm 
tallish, considerate mature male who is 
not frightened to express themselves 
and enjoy life. ACA. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 395727 

FEMALE kind, giving, thoughtful, 
sensitive, seeks lifetime friend to love 
and understand me for who I am. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 350397 

LADY widow, 58, slim, brown hair, blue 
eyes, seeks smart, intelligent, 
easygoing man with GSOH who 
enjoys conversations, days out, short 
breaks, meals out. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 387247 

SINGLE MEN 


REMEMBER: Calls cost 
£1.53 per minute plus net¬ 
work extras. Texts cost 
£1.50 per message sent. 


Ladies Text n' Chat. Text in now 
and chat to local people. Send : 
CHAT207 To : 65125. 

(T&C's below). 

STEVE single dad, slim, 45, looking for 
girl who wants fun times. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 400257 ® 

MALE 58, good looking, placid, seeks 
honest, loyal, caring female with view 
to becoming soul mates. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 400313 ® 

COLIN 62, divorced, many interests, 
GSOH, seeking slim, attractive, 50's 
female for companionship, maybe 
LTR. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
4003891 


STEVE 54, attractive, seeks older lady, 
55-75 for mutual adult fun. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 399755 ® 

CARL 40, likes DVDs, seeks female 
for friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 393766 ® 

COVENTRY male, 42, 6ft lins, caring, 
romantic nature, seeks female, single 
mum welcome, 25-55, any 
nationality/Foreign for nice times in 
and out. Genuine replies only. Tel No: 
0906 500 3955 Box No: 398671 

BRIAN 60's, intelligent, many 
interests, loving, affectionate, WLTM 
West Mids lady for sharing occasional 
meetings/weekends. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 400115® 

52YR old single parent, 5ft 11 ins, slim, 
likes most things, walks, nights out, 
cinema, animals, seeks caring, honest, 
trustworthy female. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 400039 ® 

BRIAN 73, fit, N/S, own home, likes 
walks, cycling, meals out, nights in, 
holidays, travel, seeks genuine, caring 
female. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:399667 

GUY early 60's, fit, N/S, OHAC, seeks 
slim female, 30-60 for fun, adult times. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
399567 

LOOKING for love. Telford male, 46, 
shaved head, average build, likes 
walks, meals out, seeks female. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 397941 ® 

DAVID slightly disabled, likes sports, 
meals out, nights in, seeks female for 
fun, friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 393192 

MALE fun, outgoing, easy-going, 
seeking female for good times. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 393346 ® 

55YR old male, likes sports, film, 
nights in, seeking female, 30-45 for fun 
times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
398049 ® 

GARY 46, loyal, genuine, GSOH, 
down to earth, seeking attractive lady 
for relationship. South Shrops/North 
Herefordshire. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 400237 

STEVE 49, fed up, seeking female for 
fun and friendship, possible LTR. Tel 
No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 393218 0 

57YR old male, good looking, seeking 
female for fun times and nights in. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 397463 

GARY 39, seeks female, 30-50 for LTR 
and fun. Single mum welcome. Tel No: 

0906 500 3955 Box No: 398747 ® 

FRIENDLY guy 49, tall, fit, GSOH, 
attractive, seeks lady for discreet fun. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
3990910 

TAYLOR 50, tall, athletic, GSOH, 
WLTM female, attractive, curvy for 
friendship, maybe more, food, 
communication, evenings out, travel. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
399067 ® 

GENT 54, slightly mad but not bad will 
make you glad you answered this ad. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
398231® 

STEVEN 49, good looking, likes a 
laugh, pubs, seeks female for 
friendship, maybe more. Tel No: 0906 
500 3955 Box No: 397985 0 

WEST Midlands single guy 60, strong, 
WLTM affectionate lady, your place or 
mine for uncommitted enjoyment. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 396807 ® 


GOOD looking male, early 50's, 6ft, 
farmer, outgoing, fun loving, seeking 
attractive fun loving female, 25-35 who 
enjoys travel. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 393340 0 

IAN 60, seeks active Wolverhampton 
lady for discreet daytime fun and 
mutual pleasure. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 399003 

DAVID 40, genuine, down to earth, 
seeking someone for nights out and 
great times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:398889 0 

32YR old slim, dark haired, 
adventurous, creative, likes music, 
bike rides, country walks and 
photography, seeks likeminded female. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
352753 ® m 

RAYMOND 6ft, mid 70's, honest, 
caring, likes socialising, seeks caring 
lady for friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 398695 0 

BRIAN 60's, ordinary man, strong 
needs, seeks affectionate lady for 
close friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 396765 

ROY 62, tall, fit, loyal, N/S, looking for 
that special lady. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 397637® 

INDIAN male, UK born, seeks white 
English female, 35-45 to enjoy life with. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
397509 

JAMES 56, 5ft 9ins, professional, 
OHAC, independent, no ties, seeking 
loving relationship with likeminded 
woman. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:397473 ® 

JOE 45, GSOH, attractive, medical 
professional, seeks female for daytime 
fun and friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 
3955 Box No: 396671 ® 

MALE 70's, honest, caring, attractive, 
likes socialising, seeks smart, 
attractive, caring lady for meetings. Tel 

No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 397975 ® 

39YR old single dad, likes cosy nights 
in, seeks single, slim lady for fun 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No:3960610 

CLIVE 46, seeking hot chick for plenty 
of action. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:392772 

GAY SINGLES 

IF YOU’RE LOOKING to meet or 
chat to other men, look no further. 
TXT: GAY247 to 65125 
www.localgaydate.co.uk 

MALE 34, attractive, 5ft lOins, blue 
eyes, blond hair, seeks slim male for 
fun relationship. Any area, can travel. 

Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
311892© 

GAY male, 34, slim, toned, seeking 
older guy for fun, friendship, maybe 
more. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box No: 
395735 ® 

CD 70 plus seeking CD 70 plus for 
friendship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 Box 
No:393208 ® 

MALE 44, seeking male, 18-23 for fun 
relationship. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 391626® 

Bl male, divorced, young, fit 50, own 
home/business, seeks male, 18-45 for 
good times. Tel No: 0906 500 3955 
Box No: 391849® 
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Call o«f u^Hit Man 0C44 »DO UBI 
■•iMifi 1M iMSfcr*.0(n*l<it4u: a 


CALL CHARGES*: DATING 18+ and have the bill payer’s permission. 09065 calls cost £1.53 per min. plus network charges. Mobiles will be considerably higher, calls are recorded and may appear on your bill. 033 calls are charged at standard network rate. TEXT*: 88833 texts 
£1.50 per msg. Mobiles must be MMS/Wap compatible in order to use these services, if not contact your Network Provider. Text alerts are charged at £1.50 per week (3 x 50p billed msgs). To unsubscribe to text alerts, text DATING STOP to 63333. To cancel free match alerts, text 
STOP to 07781474042. For full T&Cs go to www.localdates-terms.co.uk/. Reply by Text to 66888 costs £1.50 per msg sent plus your networks standard charges. A minimum of six messages from each party are checked and passed for safety sake before adult verified users may 
pass contact details. Max 150 characters per message. Profiles that have a mobile phone icon may be contacted by SMS text. This service is moderated by operators for your safety. 

*SMS Txt Chat ‘Fun on your mobile’ 66888. Cost £1.50/msg sent. SMS Txt Chat ‘TEXT FOR FUN’ is a virtual chat service meaning that you will not be able to meet the people listed. This service is for fun & entertainment only. We reserve the right to contact individuals with 
occasional promotional invitations. Switchfire Ltd. To STOP text stop to 66888. Help: 0844 445 7707. Opt Out: www.SFire.co.uk. DATA PROTECTION: Service provided by JMedia UK Ltd, SW4 7BX, 0844 800 1188. We will collect the details you provide and may send you details 
of other services and events operated by us. We may pass your details onto this newspaper for marketing or PhonePayPlus for regulatory purposes. W/C 07 01 13 



Women 

TEXT FOR FUN! 


*see t&c’s below. No meetings im¬ 
plied or guaranteed. Texts cost 
£1.50 per message Help Desk: 

0844 445 7707 

GUYS TEXT FOR FUN. 
SEND WOL followed by the 
box number of the person 
you wish to chat to and send 
to 66888 
(T&C's below) 

50Yr old Christian brunette, 
attractive, friendly, lonely, 
likes bowling, reading, cook¬ 
ing, outdoor life. Text WOL 
154567 to 66888 


BEAUTIFUL thing, attractive 
lady, n/s, beautician, enjoys 
fashion, antique fairs, days 
out & country drives. Want to 
know more. Text me. Text 
WOL 159134 to 66888 


FUN blue eyed blonde, a little 
dizzy at times but a big bun¬ 
dle of fun. Text WOL 
163788 to 66888 


HEY guys! My interests in¬ 
clude music, reading, tattoos, 
cooking, hanging out with 
mates and many more things. 
Text me! Text WOL 
168355 to 66888 


I AM an adventurous, outgo¬ 
ing and loyal person. I enjoy 
going places and trying new 
things I am a very active per¬ 
son. Text WOL 172922 to 


FUN, bubbly, happy go lucky, 
single, mummy, work hard, 
play hard, friends, family, 
horse, gym, wine, movies, 
random nights Text WOL 
218842 to 66888 


I LOVE going out and having 
a laugh. Im new to all this, so 
be patient lol. Text WOL 
182056 to 66888 


Men 

TEXT FOR FUN! 


*see t&c’s below. No meetings im¬ 
plied or guaranteed. Texts cost 
£1.50 per message Help Desk: 

0844 445 7707 

LADIES TEXT FOR FUN. 
SEND WOL followed by the 
box number of the person 
you wish to chat to and send 
to 66888 
(T&C's below) 

DIVORCED Male 59, 
VGSOH, n/s easy-going, 
enjoy music, poker, cooking, 
watch football, having a pint in 
a local pub. Text WOL 
488556 to 66888 


I LOVE the arts, countryside 
and eating out. Honest, sen¬ 
suous, with lots to share and 
give. Text WOL 493123 to 
66888 


I HAVE many interests but 
derive pleasure from every¬ 
day things,whether it be a 
walk in the park or a coffee by 
the river. Text WOL 
497690 to 66888 


ROMANTIC guy. I have many 
interests, but derive pleasure 
from everyday things, 
whether it be a walk in a park 
or coffee by the river. Text 
WOL 502257 to 66888 


SPORTY gentleman. 46 yo I 
have a fun friendly chatty per¬ 
sonality! Drop me a line :) 

Text WOL 506824 to 66888 


EASY going guy, 45. Ok looks, 
don't smoke, like soul, jazz, 
the arts, concerts festivals & 
beach. Get in touch. Text 
WOL 511478 to 66888 
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Join the 
fun and 
run to be 
healthy 



DETERMINED fun runners 
and beginners are starting 
to take up this year’s Action 
Heart Five training sched¬ 
ule. 

The hard work culminates 
in a five-mile run on Sunday, 
February 24 which starts 
and finishes at Russells Hall 
Hospital, Dudley. It gets 
under way at 9.30am. 

Those taking part will not 
only be helping themselves 
by getting fitter but helping 
others by showing they care. 

Last week we outlined the 
first week’s training pro¬ 
gramme. If you missed the 
first week’s schedule, or did 
not manage to get started, 
then don’t worry. It is not too 
late to begin and would be an 
excellent New Year’s resolu¬ 
tion to get fit in 2013, begin¬ 
ning with the Action Heart 
Five training programme. 

Remember, get approval 
from your doctor if you have 
not been keeping fit previ¬ 
ously; warm up before each 
session and, just as impor¬ 
tant, warm down after¬ 
wards. 

If you are planning to 
follow the training and 
would like to let us know 
how you are coping, call Act¬ 
ion Heart on 01384 292233 
or email running@action- 
heart.com 

So do it now - start off the 
new year in a healthy way. 
Download an entry form 
from www. actionheartrun¬ 
ning, com and send it to the 
Action Heart office. You will 
receive your race pack with 
race number and full details 
of the route. 

Training: Week Two 

Monday: Rest. 

Tuesday: 10-minute jog 

Wednesday: Six-minute jog. 

Thursday: Rest 

Friday: Eight-minute jog 

Saturday: Rest. 

Sunday: One-mile jog/walk. 

Look out for week three 
next Thursday. 

Heathens add 
seventh man 


MANCHESTER racer 
Gareth Isherwood is the 
Dudley Heathens’ final 
team member for a speed¬ 
way National League tilt. 

Isherwood, 24, arrives on 
a 5.03 average and joins 
Ashley Morris, Lewis Black¬ 
bird, Dan Greenwood, Paul 
Starke, Max Clegg and 
Nathan Greaves. 



Nicola Finlay weaves her way through against Sandwell 


Yeltz ladies show no mercy 


Halesowen Town Ladies 7 Sandwell Ladies 0 

HALESOWEN drew at Sandwell 
earlier in the season when an early 
injury left them with no substitutes. 

But they took the Birmingham 
County Women’s Division Two points 
emphatically in this return game. 

A hat-trick from Rachel Letford and 
two goals apiece for Lyndsey Glover 
and Shannie Jennings maintained 
their unbeaten run and left them four 
points behind leaders Rushall with two 
games in hand. 

After a sloppy start following the 
festive break, Halesowen began to take 
control and scored five times before the 


Women’s football 


interval. They got under way when 
Glover netted a free-kick from the edge 
of the box. 

Hard-working midfielders Danielle 
Reade and Nicola Finlay ensured 
plenty of good possession for Glover 
and Jennings on the wings as Hale¬ 
sowen tried to set up Letford and Chloe 
Harris. 

Letford bagged the second, belting 
back a clearance from the Sandwell 
goalkeeper as the ball came to her 35 
yards out. 


Reade’s through ball then put 
Letford away to score the third Yeltz 
goal from a tight angle. 

There was no let-up for Sandwell as 
Glover, Halesowen’s player of the 
match, made it 4-0 with an accurate 
strike before Letford completed her 
treble just before half-time. Sian Whit- 
tall’s pass put her clear for an emphatic 
finish. 

Sandwell competed well in the 
second half but any hopes they had of a 
revival were killed off by Jennings’ two 
goals in the space of 10 minutes, con¬ 
verting passes from Whittall and 
Finlay. 


Cup progress will be 
at a cost for Albion 



QPR 1 Albion 1 


ALBION would love to make 
progress in the FA Cup - but it 
would come at a cost. 

The Baggies took a deserved place in the 
fourth-round draw from a low-key after¬ 
noon in London, writes Steve Madeley. 

They will be favourites to complete their 
third-round task and progress to a home tie 
against Sheffield Wednesday or MK Dons. 

But aside from the crucial fact his side 
avoided an early exit from one of his 
favourite competitions, the return to Loftus 
Road could hardly have been more frustrat¬ 
ing for boss Steve Clarke. 

The Hawthorns head coach was back at 
the home of the Rs just 11 days after a much 
more pleasing day had seen his side claim a 
Boxing Day victory in the Premier League. 

And just about anything that could have 
gone wrong did, as Albion kept themselves 
in the Cup - but at a price. 

Gera 

The Scot will have left Loftus Road more 
than content with the performance of his 
injury-hit side but wondering just how he 
had upset the footballing gods quite so 
severely. 

In the process of seeing his side keep their 
supporters’ Wembley dream alive, Clarke 
saw another player added to a lengthening 
injury list. Serious concerns about Zoltan 
Gera’s knee dominated the Baggies’ 
thoughts as they arrived back in the West 
Midlands - and it was later confirmed that 
the Hungarian is out for the rest of the 
season. 

Clarke saw what remained of his squad 
toil throughout a scrappy afternoon as a 
tough Christmas and new year schedule 
ended with a draining 90 minutes of Cup 
action. 

He saw a former charge from his West 
Ham days bag his first goal in more than five 
years to deny the Baggies’ automatic 
passage into round four. Kieron Dyer’s 91st- 


minute strike gave Rangers a second chance 
they scarcely deserved and, in many 
respects, probably didn’t want. 

It handed the Baggies a potentially tiring 
replay just days before one of the games 
their supporters relish the most - the 
Hawthorns meeting with Villa. 

Even Baggies goalscorer Shane Long 
needed the aid of two fortunate deflections 
to give his side a late lead that they more 
than deserved. 

It was truly a day when nothing ran 
smoothly for Clarke and his men. Still, if 
Albion can claim victory in the Hawthorns 
replay and keep themselves in with a shout 
of silverware, the afternoon of setbacks in 
the capital might feel worthwhile. 

It was certainly a display to be pleased 
with for Clarke and his players, who 
responded to back-to-back Premier League 
defeats by having the better of proceedings 
against a Rangers side boosted by their own 


momentous victory against rivals Chelsea. 

The game was far from a classic. But what 
chances there were fell Albion’s way as goal¬ 
keeper Boaz Myhill - whose inclusion ahead 
of Ben Foster was the only instance of 
‘resting’ in Clarke’s team selection - was 
never called into significant action by a 
Rangers side who were blunted for 90 
minutes by solid defending. The game rarely 
came to life as a spectacle with long-range 
efforts the order of the day for long spells. 

Gabriel Tamas and George Thorne failed 
to test Julio Cesar from distance for Albion 
while Rangers talisman Adel Taarabt, who 
showed flashes of his match-winning magic, 
weaved his way through midfield but 
blasted a shot well wide. Cesar made two 
smart saves, first to keep out Long’s shot 
from a tricky angle and then to stop Romelu 
Lukaku’s follow-up. 

The Brazilian did even better to keep out 
a powerful header from Lukaku as the first 


half ticked by. The Baggies’ best first-half 
chance went begging as Marc-Antoine 
Fortune, Long and Lukaku linked up and 
James Morrison poked a shot wide as he lost 
balance. 

Lukaku’s shot from a narrow angle flew 
just wide early in the second half before a DJ 
Campbell header looped over the bar for 
Rangers. Stephane Mbia blasted over the 
Albion goal and Billy Jones missed the 
target at the other end with the umpteenth 
long-range effort. 

The breakthrough arrived when Rangers 
substitute Nedum Onuoha suffered for two 
unlucky ricochets, the first of which allowed 
George Thorne to tee up Long with the 
second diverting the Irishman’s shot past 
Cesar. 

But Dyer was to have the last word as he 
pounced on a raking crossfield pass and 
found the bottom corner to give the Baggies 
their final kick in the teeth. 


Deeming 
solo seals 
the points 
for Hawks 

Halas Hawks U9 North 3 
Kingsley U9 2 

HALAS made a bright start 
against Kingsley, taking the 
lead through Alex Tierney. 

A Kingsley equaliser was 
followed by a fine solo effort 
by Callum Deeming to 
restore the Halas lead. 

Jacob Phillips made it 3-1 
and a late Kinglsey goal set 
up a tense last few minutes. 
Halas Hawks U9 East 0 
Hinksford U9 3 
Halas lost their first 
match of the new year. They 
gave a sluggish first-half 
display to trail 2-0 at the 
interval, but in the second 
half Halas were more of a 
threat with Luke Nock twice 
going close. 

WithymoorUIO WestO 
Halas Hawks U10West2 
The under-10 West side 
came away from Withymoor 
with victory thanks to a 
brace of goals from Harvey 
Brookes. But Halas had to 
thank their man-of-the- 
match, keeper Benjamin 
Jones, for a superb save in 
the first half. 

Stourbridge Glassboys U11 3 
Halas Hawks U11 East 4 
Halas took their third win 
in four games with a good 
display. They were one down 
at half-time, but came out 
strongly in the second half to 
score three quick goals 
through Harvey Jacobs, 
Oliver Miller and Charlie 
Greening. 

The Glassboys pulled one 
back but Joshua Yorke 
restored the two-goal 
margin. Stourbridge made it 

4- 3 late on, but Halas held 
out in a nervy last few 
minutes. 

Woodcross U14 5 
Halas Hawks U14 3 
An under-par perform¬ 
ance saw the under-14s start 
the year with a defeat. Poor 
defending let them down 
and only when Halas trailed 

5- 1 did they wake up and 
start to play. Goals came 
from Cain Bissett (2) and 
Harry Clemments. 

Halas Hawks U15 3 
Trysull Tigers U151 
A lively first half ended in 
stalemate, despite several 
close attempts from Halas. 

The second period saw 
Adam Higginson, Dominic 
Hipkiss and Joshua Mason 
convert their chances to put 
Halas in the driving seat. 
Trysull got a late consola¬ 
tion. 

Wedensbury U161 
Halas Hawks U16 3 

The under-16s reached 
the fourth round of the 
Birmingham County Cup 
with goals from Mitchell 
Tomlinson, Jon Rizzo and 
skipper Reis Potter. 


i) DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 0 

QUALITY USED CAR VEHICLES 

08 Reg C0RSA 1.0 12V BREEZE 3-door. Red, 27,000 miles .£4,995 08 Reg ASTRA 1.7 CDTi SXi Sporthatch. Black, 56,000 miles .£6,995 

59 Reg ZAFIRA1.6 DESIGN 5-door. Black, 44,000 miles .£7,995 59 Reg ASTRA 1.6 DESIGN Sporthatch. Tech Grey, 23,000 miles .£7,495 

10 Reg ASTRA 1.6 EXCLUSIVE 5-door. Silver, 22,000 miles .£8,995 12 Reg ZAFIRA 2.0 CDTi SE Tourer. Silver, 9,000 miles .£16,995 

58 Reg ASTRA 1.8 DESIGN Twintop. Red, 33,000 miles .£6,995 61 Reg INSIGNIA 1.8 SRi Tourer. Silver Lake, 22,000 miles .£10,995 

59 Reg ASTRA VXR 2.0 Turbo. Racing Red, 11,000 miles .£12,995 61 Reg CORSA 1.4 SRi 5-door. Black, 8,000 miles .£8,995 

60 Reg CORSA ENERGY 1.3 CDTi 5-door. Oriental Blue, 39,000 miles .£7,295 07 Reg ASTRA 1.8 LIFE Auto 5-door. Blue, 53,000 miles .£4,995 

11 Reg ZAFIRA 1.8 SRi 5-door. Tech Grey, 26,000 miles .£10,695 59 Reg ZAFIRA 1.9 CDTi DESIGN 5-door. Panacotta, 28,000 miles .£9,995 

61 Reg AGILA 1.0 S 5-door. Lemon Grass, 5,000 miles .£6,995 12 Reg CORSA 1.4 SE 5-door, silver, 12,800 miles .£9,495 

59 Reg ASTRA 1.8 SRi Sporthatch. Black, 19,000 miles .£7,995 59 Reg INSIGNIA 2.8 VXR Turbo 5-door. Arden Blue, 28,000 miles .£17,495 

11 Reg MERIVA1.7 CDTi 5-door. Tech Grey, 21,000 miles .£9,495 09 Reg TIGRA1.4 EXCLUSIVE. Black, 29,000 miles .£6,995 


MasterFit 


DUDLEY MOTOR COMPANY 

Trindle Road, Dudley DY2 7AY 01384 4541OO 
www.dudleymotorco.co.uk 


<s> 

Vauxhall 
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comes at a cost 
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On the run 

Sign up for the 
Action Heart Five 
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Dubidat 
at double 
in Town 
nap hand 

Tipton Town 5 Coleshill 0 

TWO goals just before half¬ 
time put Tipton Town on 
their way to a big Midland 
Alliance victory. 

After Coleshill’s Stuart 
McNaught mistimed his run 
in on the home goal, Tipton 
surged into action in the 
22nd minute, Danny 
Dubidat zipping over a cross 
for Nigel Penney to skim the 
visitors’ bar. 

Coleshill replied in the 
31st minute, full-back Lewis 
Bishop forcing home keeper 
Jake Woodhouse to concede 
a corner. 

As half-time approached, 
Tipton finally took a well- 
deserved lead through 
Dubidat. Nigel Penney glee¬ 
fully rammed in Tipton’s 
second right on half-time. 

Tipton pressed home their 
advantage and the wily Matt 
Martin guided his curling 
free-kick home in the 49th. 

The visitors were in disar¬ 
ray and the fourth goal came 
from Wardle and Tipton 
went nap in the 74th 
minute, Dubidat driving 
home his second. 

■ A minute’s silence was 
observed before the game in 
memory of Tipton Town 
president Bill Powell, who 
died on December 22. His 
funeral was being held on 
Tuesday at Morton Church, 
near Knockin, Shropshire. 

Robins on 
song to halt 
Cradley bid 

Dudley Town 4 Cradley Town 1 

CRADLEY threatened 
before falling away at 
Dudley in the West Midlands 
Premier. 

The hosts were ahead 
within five minutes. A 
corner was not cleared prop¬ 
erly, allowing Dreniz Bala to 
drill home a shot that 
Cradley keeper Matt Jones 
was unable to keep out at his 
near post. 

The Robins doubled their 
advantage on 37 minutes. A 
fine cross from Danny 
Ludlow was caught on the 
volley by Grant Joshua. 

The visitors started the 
second half brightly and cut 
the deficit with a looping 
header from Will Tibbetts on 
55 minutes. Cradley were 
unlucky not to snatch an 
equaliser with Tibbetts and 
Chris Bladen going close. 

But on 75 minutes substi¬ 
tute Tom Gadd delivered a 
low cross from which Joshua 
scored. Eight minutes later, 
Gadd scored himself. 


Evo-Stik North League 
Division One South 

P W DL F A Pt 

Coalville.22 18 2 2 71 21 56 

Stamford .23 15 3 5 65 36 48 

Sutton C’field..27 14 5 8 52 45 47 

King's Lynn ....21 12 5 4 42 31 41 

Belper.23 10 8 5 48 27 38 

Gresley.24 12 2 10 48 48 38 

Brigg.24 9 7 8 42 42 34 

Rainworth .26 10 412 48 53 34 

Halesowen.24 10 4 10 43 48 34 

Carlton.23 9 5 9 37 35 32 

Northwich .23 9 410 48 40 31 

Sheffield.21 8 6 7 47 45 30 

Leek.20 7 8 5 40 34 29 

Market D .23 7 8 8 36 40 29 

Loughboro’ ....25 7 7 11 52 44 28 

Chasetown.22 6 9 7 41 40 27 

Lincoln.23 7 6 10 41 52 27 

Newcastle .23 6 8 9 28 33 26 

Kidsgrove.25 8 2 15 50 60 26 

Mickleover.25 5 8 12 32 54 23 

Romulus.23 4 6 13 21 50 18 

Hucknall.24 4 3 17 30 84 15 


Yeltz give a five-star performance 


Halesowen Town 5 Romulus 0 

HALESOWEN strolled to their 
biggest win of the season with a hat- 
trick from Ben Haseley and a brace 
from strike partner Naveed Arshad. 

Romulus failed to register a 
decent chance on target all after¬ 
noon as Halesowen gradually 
asserted authority following a low- 
key start to this Evo-Stik North 
First Division South match. 

The Yeltz took the lead in the 26th 
minute when Gavin Winsper lofted 
the ball into the penalty area and 
Arshad looped a header beyond the 


Halesowen Town 


reach of goalkeeper Liam Roberts. 

Romulus won their corner of the 
game in the 42nd minute but the 
attack came to nothing as Aaron 
Griffiths quickly broke away and set 
up Mitchell Botfield to fire a good 
chance straight at Roberts. 

Haseley then headed Halesowen 
into a comfortable 2-0 lead by 
meeting Botfield’s left-wing corner 
seconds before half-time. 

There was no respite for Romulus 
just after the interval as Jean- 


Michel Gueyes shot inches over the 
bar before the hosts turned the 
screw with three further second half 
goals. 

Haseley made it 3-0 for the Yeltz 
in the 57th minute by rifling firmly 
into the roof of the net from just 
inside the area after Arshad shielded 
the ball. 

Halesowen were awarded a 77th 
minute penalty after Haseley was 
impeded but his resulting spot-kick 
was saved by Roberts down the 
middle of goal. However, leading 
striker Haseley reacted quickly to 


hammer home the rebound and 
complete his hat-trick with his 27th 
goal of the season. 

Arshad compounded the Romulus 
misery in the final minute by collect¬ 
ing a long ball and firing home Hale¬ 
sowen’s fifth goal down the centre. 

Halesowen Town: Coleman; Bowen, Caines, 
Botfield (Scheppel 74), Winsper, Khan (Hull 83), 
Griffiths, Barnfield, Arshad, Haseley (Corbett 80), 
Gueyes. Subs not used: Kelly, P Evans. 

Romulus: Roberts; M Jackson, O’Callaghan, 
Batchelor, Francis, Deakin, Ravenhill, Walker 
(Wynter 41), Williams, Brown (Amory 65), A 
Jackson (Beckley 72). Subs not used: Munday, 
Lee. 

Referee: Scott Postin. Attendance: 211 


FIGHTER PUIS BACK 
INTO QUALIFYING BID 


A BLACK belt karate expert, who has com¬ 
peted at international level for more than 25 
years, was clocked as he rolled over in bed. 

Karl Horsburgh is currently training hard to win a place 
at this year’s world championships in Romania, but popped 
his back as he turned over to switch off his alarm clock. 

Horsburgh, a 39-year-old fifth dan, from Hayley Green, 
Halesowen, is now full of praise for the surgeon who saved 
his fighting career without even having to operate. 


He said: “It was unbeliev¬ 
able. One day I was as fit as 
a fiddle and the next I could¬ 
n’t move my shoulders four 
inches to the left or right. 

“I had rolled over in bed to 
turn off the alarm and some¬ 
thing just went pop. I knew 
straight away something 
had gone very badly wrong. ” 

It happened just days 
before Horsburgh was due to 
take part in the selection 
trials for the European 
Team Championships - 
something he was expected 
to qualify for with ease. 

Gutted 

“I was absolutely gutted. I 
knew I could have done well 
in the championships and 
there I was, in absolute 
agony and fearing that my 
karate career could be over,” 
he said. 

“I went down the path of 
physio and painkillers and 
nothing seemed to be 
working until someone gave 
me the name of a back spe¬ 
cialist they said would be 
able to help.” 

It was then that Hors¬ 
burgh met with consultant 
spinal surgeon Mushtaque 
Ishaque at BMI Priory Hos¬ 
pital in Birmingham. He 
said three discs had evidence 
of degenerative disc disease. 

“I thought he was bound 
to suggest an operation,” 
Horsburgh said. “But he 
assured me he could sort out 


Karate 


my back with nothing more 
than a series of injections. It 
was amazing, within days I 
was doing light training and 
in next to no time I was 
ready to compete again.” 

Just weeks later, he picked 
up four silver medals in the 
English Championships 
before going on to achieve a 
gold and two bronze medals 
in the Irish Championships. 

Mr Ishaque said: “Degen¬ 
erative disc disease is 
extremely common. In this 
case Karl had had symptoms 
for four months before he 
underwent an injection. 

“When the discs herniate 
they are often associated 
with an area of inflamma¬ 
tion. This inflammation can 
cause the nerve to become 
red hot, swollen and tender. 

“The role of the injection 
is to reduce the inflamma¬ 
tion in and around the nerve 
root. “ 

Horsburgh, who runs 
Smethwick Shukokai Club 
in Bearwood, is now ‘putting 
his back into’ qualifying for 
the world championships 
where he will compete in the 
veterans aged 35 to 40 years 
category. 

“I thought my competi¬ 
tion days were a thing of the 
past but Mr Ishaque really 
did give my karate career a 
new lease of life,” he said. 



The alarm bells ring - karate ace Karl Horsburgh and the offending bedside clock 


Too high 
a Hill for 
Dale side 

Dunkirk 3 Tividale 1 

TlVI DALE went down to an 
in-form side after being 
reduced to 10 men in this 
Midland Alliance clash. 

Dale were looking to 
bounce back after a 
midweek defeat at bottom 
club Ellesmere Rangers. 
But their chances dimmed 
after Adam Hill was shown 
a red card, which the 
referee later explained had 
been for a “petulant flick 
with his foot” that caught 
an opponent. 

The early part of the 
match was almost a non- 
event but things livened up 
after midfielder Hill’s dis¬ 
missal. On 43 minutes the 
home side went in front. 

Replacement keeper 
Chris Walwyn saved an 
initial shot but the rebound 
fell for Kieran Wells and he 
hammered the ball in. 

A minute later Tividale 
equalised. Lone striker 
Matt Jukes latched onto a 
through ball to score. 

The second half saw the 
home side up the pace and 
on 57 minutes a Richard 
Whyman effort was 
deflected in by Luke 
Paskin. 

Tividale had a couple of 
chances to get back on 
level terms, but were 
always on the back foot 
and at the end Rhys 
Jeffrey got Dunkirk’s third. 


Title bid 
‘survival 
of fittest’ 

darren McDermott 

believes the British title 
tussle between his old spar¬ 
ring partners Jason Welborn 
and Frankie Gavin will be a 
survival of the fittest. 

Dudley’s McDermott has 
trained with both Rowley 
Regis’ Welborn, the chal¬ 
lenger, and Gavin, the cham¬ 
pion from Birmingham, 
from the gym at his home in 
Woodsetton. 

The two welterweights 
will battle for the belt at 
Walsall Town Hall next 
Friday night and ‘Macca’ 
knows what each must do. 

‘The Black Country 
Bodysnatcher’ won Mid¬ 
lands and English mid¬ 
dleweight titles and 
competed for the British and 
Commonwealth crowns. 

The 34-year-old knows 
the challenger inside out as 
Welborn was his chief spar¬ 
ring partner for fights 
against Wayne Elcock, 
Steven Bendall and Darren 
Barker. Now McDermott 
will be ringside. 

McDermott said: “Jason 
has got to be fit, he needs to 
have trained like he’s never 
trained before and he’s got 
to stay on him for 12 
rounds.” 

The show is a sell out but 
there is a waiting list for 
tickets. Call 0845 111 2900. 

Draw ends hope 
for win double 

Halas Hawks Ladies 1 
Solihull Ladies 1 

HALAS hoped to complete a 
double over Solihull in this 
top of the table Birmingham 
County Women’s League 
clash. 

But it was the visitors who 
went in at half-time leading 
1-0 lead. The second period 
saw Halas come more into 
the game and they deserved 
their Tash Berry equaliser. 
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